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 W ORSHIPFVLL, SIR. 
ANToNn1Te Core, KNIGHT, 
GRACE, MER'CIE, AND 
peace be multiplied. 


TA YRX2> Ir,yourlouing acceptance of qur for- 
97 £2 A494 mer treatiſe; together with the good 
Ya! entertainment which it hath found 
with manie Chriſtian Readers, hath 


RES alſo to your fauourable patronage. 
Wearenow more willing tomake ſome workefor the 
Preſſe, becauſewe haue no.imploiment in the Pulpit. 
And who knoweth, but that others (whom God hath 
graced with farre greater ſufficiencic)may be ſtirred vp 
hereby, to publiſh ſome of their godly meditations 2 
thatas their faithfull labours were formerly like pure 
fountaines,which did only refreſh their particular con- 
gregations:\o now,by meanes of printing,they may be 
made like great and comfortable riuers, to water the 
whole Land. | 

And whereas we and our families haue plentifullie 
taſted of your '5oodnes and mercy, wethought it our 
bounden duties tomanifeſt our vnfained thankfulnes 
forthe ſame ;thatother Patrons may bee mooued, by 


A3 .your 


7g [4 RES much encouraged vs to dedicate this 


The Epiftle Dedicatorie. 


your example,to ſhewthe like compaſſion to their di- 
ſtreſſed Miniſters, that you hane done to vs and ours, A 
If the ſuccefle fall out according to our hope, wee pur- F 
poſe (by Gods aſſiſtance) to proceede further in: this 3 
book of the Prouerbs.,in the ſame method which is here 
alreadie begun: it otherwiſe, yet this is our comfort, that 
ithath been,andis our continual care,and hearts defire, 
to keepea good conſcience,and torecompenſe our pre- 
ſent ſilence withthebeſt ſeruice that we areableto per. 
forme vnto the Church. The God of all mercieand 
comfort, multiplie his gracious bleſſings vpon you 
more and more; and graunt all _ and prol(- 8 
peritie to all thoſe that faithfully loueand j: 
ſcekethe peace ofthe Church, 4 

and the proſperitie ofthe 3 

Goſpell. , 
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Tour Werſhips,in all Chriſtian 


is | duties to be commanded, 


TohnDod, Robert Cleauer. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


He Wiſedome of God, who beſt knoweth 


b enerie mans aſſeftionsdoth teitifie,that 


= Ba combe : but to them that are hun- 
Sg orice, cuen bitter things become 
{weete, That Which is weriegood,yea 


d faſted of ſuch as regard not inſtrutti- 
on : bat that which is good at allthough 
meancyard defÞiſed of the moſt, is ſanourie to ſuch as ſoundly ſeeke 
ſaluation, The perſwaſion whereof hath inconraged vs to brin 
forth onr prouiſion, and to ſet before thee ſuch foode as God hat 
inabled vs to prepare. We re#t aſſured of thy Chriſtian lone to« 
wards vs, and pronidence for thine oVone ſoule, that thou wilt bee 
more afſeited with the matter of this treatiſe(being, as wee hope 
ſound, and without corruptien) then offended with the manner 
thereof being homely, and Without elegancie. eAs mexpounding 
this Scripture t9 eur owne flocks, We reſpetted the capacitie of onr 
wvnlearned hearers : ſs in publiſhing the ſame to others,vee tender 
the profit of the ſimpleſt readers. eAnd as for them that are indi- 
Ciors,and godly learned,\ve preſume that their owne knowledge,and 
the reading of more excellent diſcourſes, will minifter Wiſdome, to 
make their vſe of this ſlender worke ; as this worke will gine them 
occaſion to efteeme the better of more excollent diſcourſes. Wee 
hane thought good to chuſe theſe two chapters to begin With, 
though almoſt in the. middeft of the booke, that wee might pro 
Poſe to thee a paterne of the expoſition of both ſorts ofper les, 


aſwell of ſuch as are ſet downg in forme of a treatiſe, and continued 
diſcourſe 


ſuch as are full,doe loath an honie P*Ou.27-7. 


: $ precious, and defired of the beit, ts de- 


»® - 


To the ChriſtianReader. 

diſconrſe,as of thoſe which are for the moſt part ſingle ſentences, If 
thou ſhalt inage, that there may be any fruit of theſe trauels,we are © 
minded, if God will,to explicate thereſt; but byparts, and at ſeue- 
rall times,and not all entirely together. Now in reading of this,ob- 
ſerue that the reaſons and vſes of the points are not inferred vpon 
the allegations,or ampliſications, immediately going before, but de- 
pend vpon thepropsſitions, which are the doltrines raiſed out of the 
ſenerall verſes: Andinto them are we compelled to enter abruptly 
without any precedent introduttion to leade vs, left We ſhould either 
wearie our ſelues in ſeeking varietie of preambles, or Wearie thee 

with immumerable tautologies and repetitions. | 
T he God of mercie graunt thee that prace which we can but wiſh 
thee; and by the efficacie of his- Spirit, worke in thine heart the 

vertne & power ef this higholy word,which we can only 
y tongue and perne declare wnto 


thee. A; men, 


OF THE NINTH CHAP- 
TER OF THE PROVERBS. 


CuarteRr I X, 


£3 GD3Zy His Chapter doth containea briefe recapi- 
>) [24 uation or ſummary almoſt cf all the for- 
D 


B, ul mer cight Chapters: containing,Firft, the 
: w 7 \ 
IN 
oY CEL abanquet. Secondly, the deceiueable and 
PEI Ez entifing flatterings of finfulneſle and fol- 
lic,in the perſon of a ſmooth and guilefull harlor, 


I holy inftrutions of wiſdome, in the per- 
2x1 ſon ofa Princefle or great Ladie making 


Verſ.1. Wiſdome hath built her houſe, and heWen out her ſeuex 
pilltrs. | 


bY Commons wiſedomes] viz. The moſt abſolute and ſo- 
ueraigne Wiſdome, the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, who is 
the perfe&t wiſdome of his father,(harh built her houſe) that 
is,the Church, which is fo called, 1.Tim.3.15, (4d heWven out 
her ſeen pillars ) that is,hath moſt firmely founded, and perpe- 
tually ſupporteth it with his owne hand : which is more pow- 
erſull for it,than many pillars and buttrefles are to ſuſtaine a 
materia!l building : whereby alſo is intended that the Chur- 
ches ſafctie is accompanied with beauty, as hauing pillars 
hewen out and poliſhed, and notmade of rough ſtones with- 


out earniſhing, 
Em 1 og wi. 


Doft. r. 
All rue wiſ- 
dome 1$1n 
Gods word. 


2.Corin.r, 


Reaſons Ie 


2 


Chap. 1.4-5. 


V{e. 


2 PROVERBS. - {bap.9, 


Wiſdome &c.] Alt true wifſedome is contained the h6lie 
word of God. He nameth not power, iuſtice, truth or mercie, 
though theſe be alſo there in fulneſle, but wiſdome in this caſe 
taketh the firſt place,and ſhineth our in greateſt brightneſſe : 
Inregard wherof the Apoſtle with a kind of inſultation doth 
expoltulate with worldly men, Where is the wiſe ? where ts 
the Scribe? hath not God made the wiſedome »f this War ld fooliſh- 
eſſe? that is, whatſoeuer policie or reaſon doth compare with 
the wiſdome of the Spirit, or is repugnant to it, or not ſanCtif- 


. edbyit, thatthe Lord in word reprooucth, and in deede con- 


foundeth. 

Firſt, it ouermatcheth and ouerthroweth all the craft of 
cunning men,and the ſubtiltic of Satan himlelfe : for whatſoe- 
uer plots or practiſes of miſchiefe he hath ſcemed molt to pre- 
uaile in, hauc alwaies turned to the ruine of his owne king- 
dome:and albeit he ſuggeſt new temptations,and raiſe vp new 
errors, and deuiſe finnesof nevv faſhions, yet the Scriptures are 
—_— readily appointed with new arguments to repell 
them, 

Secondlie, it is the fountaine, from whence is deriued all 
found vaderſtanding, without which no man can attaine to 
true wiſcdome : it ſharpenerh the wit of the moſt fillie and ig- 
norant, and addeth ro the knowledge of the moſt iudicious 
and learned. 

Reproofe of them that condemne Gods holy ordinances of 
follic,and be aſhamed of the praQtiſe and profeſſion of them : 
butas for the inuentions of fleſh and bloud, the ſayings of 
men,and the painted ſhewes of humane wit, thoſe they haue in 
high admiration, 

Inſtruction to renounce and put off our owne carnal reaſon, 
and to be dirced only by the commandements and counſels 
of God in the Scriptures. For fo himſelfe requireth, Chap. 
3-5.6. faying : Truſt in the Lord With all thine heart,and leane 
ot vnto thine ornewiſedome. In all thy Woaies ackroWvledge him, 
and he ſhall dire{t thy waies. | 

Confolation againſt the crafty heads of ſubtile foxes, which 
goe about to circumuent poore ſimple and harmelefle Chrifti- 

ans.; 


Verſe. PROVERBS. 


ans : if wee canprayagainſt their praQtiſes,as Dariddid,their 
purpoſes and counſels ſhal be turned into follie as Achitophets 


was, 

Built her houſe,&c.)] Itbelongeth onely to Chriſt, both to pPg@.2; . 
build and beautifie the Church. Which cauſed Daxid though Chrict onelie 
he was King,and ſeemed to haue the whole diſpoſing of the isthe builder 
matter in his own hand, yet to intreat the Lord to ſhew mer- and bcautifier 
cy to Sion, and to build vp the walles of Ieruſalem : that is,to —_ _—_ 
prouide for the fafety,increaſe,and good eſtate of the godly.If es 
no man, no not Salomon be able by his induſtrie to Pail an Plalm.n27,1, 
earthly familie, much lefle can anie erect a Church which is 
Gods ſpirituall habitation. And to this purpoſe tends al that 
is here aſcribed to wiſdome,her houſe, her pillars, her victu- 
als, her wine, her table, her maids : that is,Chriſt his ſpirituall 
houſe, proteRion, feaſt and meſſengers. For notwithſtanding 
the miniſters be men and not ſpirits, yet their funRion is ſpirt- 
tuall,and not humane, ; 

Firſt,he alone hath the diſpoſing of the word, vouchſafing Reaſon 1. 
it to ſome and denying it to others, according to his own wil, God giues his 
as he teſtifieth in the Pſlalmes: He ſhewerh his word wnto Iacob his word where 
[tatutesand his indgements unto Iſrael. He hath not dealt ſo With = _ 
any nation, neither haue they knowne his indgements.Secondly,no | : pon Pe 
man nor meanescanbe ſufficient to make ſufficient miniſters, * "i 
vnleſſe he both furniſh & ſend them forth. For(fairh the Scrip- 
ture) How ſhall they preach wnleſſe they be ſent ? Rom.10.15, 

Thirdly, his Spirit conuerteth mens ſoules, & begetteth them 3 
to cuerlaſting life, and ſo they become ſtones of this building, 
For were not the Word made mightie and cfteCtuall «+ him, 
Satan would keepe his hold againſt the preachers, and proud 
kcarts would neuer be brought into ſubieion, For as the 
Apolflle faith : The Weapons of our warfare are not carnall, 
tut mightie through God,to caſt doVene ſtrong holds : 2, Cor, 
10.4. 
So far as we wiſh wel to the Church,let vs by prayers to God Yel. 
procure y welfare therof,Wherunto the Prophet admoniſheth 
al godly men,faying, Pray for the peace of leruſalem:let thepro- 
fer that love thee, And this was praCtiſed by ENEENIOY Pſalm, 22,16, 
; B 2 an 


4 þ PROVERBS. {bap.9. 


and others, notwithſtanding the great account they were in 
with their Princes, 

Reproofe of Papiſts and others that reſiſt God in his work, 
attempting to plucke downe that which he hath ſet vp : asto 
hinder the increaſe of Chriſtians, to ſtop the paſſage of the 
Coſpell,and as mich as in hem is,to reſtraine the courſe of al 
Chriſtianitie : who as they walke in the ſteps of their bro- 
ther Elymas.ſo may they looke for the like ſucceſſe with him, 
ACt.13.10. | 

3 Confolarion, that the caſe ofthe Church were not deſpe- 
rate, though it ſhould come to paſle, that men either durſt 
not, or would not, or could not promote religion, or pro- 
te& ſuch as profeſſe it : for Chriſt will not faile of his faith- 

Vai. 59.16. fulneſſe, as hee is no way diſappointed of his helpe.. For 
| his ſufficiencie is in himſelfe, and the worke belongeth to 
himſelfe, and hee will neuer deſiſt from it,vntill it be accom- 

pliſhed, | 

Def... Senen pillars.) The beſt way for good fafetic is to become a 

Chriſtians on- faithfull Chriſtian, Of ſuch the Prophet ſpeaketh,Pfal.125.1.. 

ly are in (afe- They that traſt in the Lord ſhall be as mount Zion, Which cannot 

PLL bs remooned.Wicked men belike to chaffe or duſt that hath no 
_ ſabilitie,bur is eaſily driven by the winde into puddles and 

all other filthie places,without any reſiſtance : but it is-as cafie 
we ouerturne a great mountaine,as to ouerthrow the hope and 

M good eſtate of the godlie, 

Reaſon 1. © Firſt histender carc is continually-watchfull for their ſafety, 
| as the eic and wings of the henne are alwaics ready to ſuccour 
her young ones, Plalm.91.5. and neerer are they to him,than 
the chickens to their damme ; as being members of his owne 
bodie,and the very apple of his eie :Zach.2.8, | 
2 Secondly,his power is alwaies exerciſed for their preſerua- 

ÞKings-7.2!.tion:which was k ured by the two braſen pillars in the Tem- 

ple,the one called /achir,that is, the Lord will eſtabliſh, and 
the other Boaz,that'is,in him is ſtrength:both theſe conioyned 
doc make the fafetie ofhis ſeruants complete. If he had power, 
and not applied it for our helpe, our caſe were nothing the 
better:if he ſhould ſet himſelf to yphold vs and faile of power, 

| we. 


Fr Wu Wu two his þ 


Verſ.1c P-ROVERBS: '3F 


- wecould not ſtand,and: therefore. they were aſſured by theſe 


feres both of the oneand the other. .//1;. {> , 24 141015 
wrap 6 it concerneth him.in equitie,to ſtand for hjs owne 
cople, that haue caſt themſelues vpon him, and labour.in 
bis eruice;eſpeciallie he giuing warrantize for their ſafery,vn- 
dertaking that his rruth. hal be higſhield ana buckler : Plal.gx.4. 
Obiett. But they are wronged and ſpoiled,and ſometimes 
alſo killed. OTB 
eA»ſ#, Gods prouidence doth not free vs from troubles, - 
but preſerue vs in them : for then it is moſt ſeaſonable. Wil- 
dome did foreſee that.there would be affaults : elſe-why did 
ſhe make her caſtle ſo ſtrong ? But this 1s. the happie eſtate .of 
Chriſtians, that though they beeperſecuted, yet they. hee, not 
forſaken :and though they bee ſlaine, yet not oucrcome.; be- 
cauſe the loue of God remaineth with them, and a bleſſed re- 


ward is preparcd for them, 


Reproofe of fearefull perſons which haue-no courage. for V ſet. 


the truth, that dare not ſhew themſelues in any good cauſe, 
which may procure diſpleaſure, nor exerciſe thole ſeruices 
which are neceſlarie for their faluation. Es | 
Secondly, terror for perſecutdrsand ſuchas oppoſe them- 2 
ſelucs againſt godly Chriſtians : they ſetthemſelues to beate 
downe Gods houſe vpon his head, to hew out the ſtones, and 


dig downe the walles ; to plucke downethe timber from off 


the roofe : and they imagine that there is neither difficultic 
nor danger in this attempt,but that they may eafilie and with 
impunitie effect their purpoſe, . But howſoeuer they eſtecme 
ita cottage that ſtandeth on rotten props, they ſhall finde it,/2 
caſtle that flandeth on mightie pillars; andif it ftand, they 
ſhall fall. And looke how much fafetic is to- the houſe, and 
them thatbe init ; Oo much perill is to the enemies and them 
that aſſault it : for hee is not onelie a wall of defence round 
about hispeople, buta wall of fire to confunye their enemies: - 
Zach.2.5.. $704 SPP © os to 4k, FEY 
Thirdly,confolationzthongh the cnemies of the Church be 3 
neuer ſo many or mighty, yet doth it ſtand till impregnable 


ar.d inuincible : the gates of hell, that is,the power of all the 


B: 3  Divels 


Dot. 1: 


The foules 
foode is the 
beſt i are, 


Reaſ. 1. 


6 PROVERBS. Chap. 9. 
DiuelsThall nor previaileagainitit; "Ant ſuch Is the fafetie of 
euery particular Sbriſtian' oth for foule #nd body. Forifone 
Hone could be aft downe, thewhole building might bee de- 
moliſhed, | 


t. Verſ.2, Sehath killed her viftuals, mingled her vine, and pre- 
pitedber table; © OG | 


'F Erition was made before of wiſdomes houſe, and the 
YA irength of it ; and here of her hoſpitality and houſe. 


+ keeping init;zwhere'heauechly things are repreſented by earth- 


lie,arid rhe bountie and magnificence of the Lord,by the plen- 
tififfproutfion of 41iberall feaſt-maker, For the graces of his 
Spirit,by the miniſtetie of the word,are compared to daintie 
meartes; and delicious wines, either ſpiced, or mingled with 
choice kinds of coole waters, whereby in thoſe hot countries 
they were nitich refreſhed, Whereunto is added the circum= 
Nance of readineffe; that'there needeth no tariance or long 
waiting, buralt things are in order, and commodiouſly prepa« 
red for the preſent refeQion of the gueſts, 

* Killedber 14uals,&c.]Thebeſt cheere is that which is made 
forthe foule in' Gods houſe': which is declared by diuers cir= 
cumftances inthe parable of the great feaſt, Mat. 22.2.3. As, 
that it was made by a King ; and therefore not common, bur 
coſtly according to his royall ſtate and greatnefle : and was al- 
ſoa wedding fealt ; whichis vſually great and full of folemni- 
ty :and made at the mariage of his owne ſonne ; which conſe- 
quently would cauſe it tobe much more ſumptuous and mag- 
nificent, then ifirFad been for a ſeriiant or kinſman, or ordi- 
naric perſon, By all which is meant the Goſpell, wherein euc- 
ric faithfull man is feaſted, and made Gods Berga maried 
to Chrilt himſelfe, © PL. AOTNS i | 

One reaſon toproue this doQrine, is' the xeſemmblance and 
agreement that is betwcene the ſpirituall food and- cotporall 
meates:that is delighrful to F ſoule as they be to the ſenſe:that 
rettiueth the afflicted and troubled conſcience, as they refreſh 
the ſpirits of afaint and ferhje perſon; and addeth _— 

| O 


eerdoth counteruaile:the watit ofithe: fe;hndl che comfort. 


Verſct«. P.&O:V:B/RB;S-7 7 
of ſtrength and ſtature tothe Iruxard nia; 25. they doe'tg the 
outward, | | bud da to coli yh 19 


Another reaſon is the differences that are betweenetthem, 2 
wherein this heauenly and celeſtial banquet doth faxfurmount 
the earthly.Firſt,this onely.is-perpetuahday endright, morgue 
the whole yeere, and whole life, and at death and euermore;y 
whereas alt other are butfor a. few-Udies;and-commonlie:not _ 
for many houres. Secondlie, here isno furfet or dariger by ** *** 
exceſle, though-we continue eating and drinking ynceflantlie 
without intermiſſion 5 which, is contrary in corporall repalts, 
Thirdly,rhatis a yoo Opacaypanye þyv! toe alter an abiding 


nouriture, that hee-thathath-once digeſted ir,{hall neuexafrer 510 eb | 


periſh by hunger, Fourthlie, this doth not onely:ſultaine life 


for a time, bur giue it, and preſerue it for ever. Fifclie, where> . gg 


as all other meates,and drinkes, though neyer {o plentiful;are 


onely for the bellie, od helpe'again{t nothing but the preſent © 5.1 2 at" 


hunger and thirſt; this bringeth with afetie, wealthy digniy 
tic, and allhappinefle. Sixtly and laQly, here is open houſe 
kept continuallie for all eammers,' nations, ages, and ſtates, 
without any diſparagement'to the greateſt,orcontempt ofthe 
meaneſt: none is excluded that is willing to be admitted-nong 


is vpbraided for commitg to&750ften;, the more they frequent CS 


the houſe, the more they ſhallbe made of, andrthe-begrer wel- 

come. CE 4110308 hh " 
Confutation of ſuch as ſtand; ypon the mexit.of man for fal- Y/7 r, 

uation : all the grace we partake ofgjs heſtowed yppnvs ar#1iſe 

domesroyalifeattzand that isfrank and free,and fratn hisowne = 

goodneſle.” Great perlodages, efperiallie Princes, vſenot io 

takea ſhot whenthey haue gen emtertainemente:;,'; -  /- 
Inſtruction, thatyve comerto- the yword and-Sacramentsand 2 

al the holy ordinances of God, as.an hungrie man to a good 

fealt,rvith a willing mind; alargedefire, 2 good appetitc,and Iſai gg.r, 

a certaine cxpedation'to befatisfhied, «obs \ 8 ot bank Is 
Conſolation for poore.Chriſtians, ther finde ſuch plentie of 3 

fpirituall prouiſion in Gods houſe, though they feele penurie 

of carthly things intheis;, owne; . For the frujtiomof the grea- 


dome,nor 
mans wit, 


table. 


Pe I 


DoFt. 2. 


Iſai. 57-19. 
Gods wilſ- 


makes the 
word comfor. 


Pſal. c 1.3, 


Reaſons 1. 
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ble Efdhitngs ofthe foute; will niake men'thore _—_— 
endure the diſtreſles of the bodie :. whereof Dauid had experi- 
ence in his troubles. For his ſoule thirſting after God(notwith- 
fanding hee was ina barren and drie wildernefſe without wa- 
ter) was yet farisfied as'withmatrow' and fatnefſe : Plalm, 
63.? SHDIJO OL HIP 30 36 DfE 9.1. Says 6 

© Mingle her Wine; 8c) Trisnotthewit of man,but the wiſe 
dome of God that doth make the miniſtery of the word com- 


fortable, "This doth'hee aſſume to himlelfe inapeculiar man * | 


ner, ſaying: [create the fruit of the lippes to bepeace. It is as 
proper to him to giue peace bythe P_ of .the word,as 
to giue being and forme to a creature;orto take away the cor- 
ruption ahd puniſhment of finne,. Elfe:what need had Dazid 
to call ypon fo to make him heare of ioy and gladnefle?If it 
had been'in mans power, he might haue commanded it athis 
ſubieRs hands ; andthe Priefts and Prophets' would  haue 
thought irapreferment-to be admitted to a ſeruice : buthe 
knew it xvas no morepoſſiblefor the beſt qualified of them 
to'remooue-his ſorrow without Gods blefling, then for a ſur- 
geon' to 'cure a wound' with his white hand , without a 
pldiſter;)7 ff huts 7 5 | 
2 Fifft; 16y 15 a fruit of the ſpirit *Gal.5.22., Secondly,togiue 
tte comfortis to ſpeaks totheheart and to aſſure it of the pardon 
of all niquitie : Tfai.qo.1. True it is that men may be the in- 
{irumentrs of both thefe,but the authors of neither. 
Thirdly;jt is ene by: wonted experience,that they which 
havethe fitteſt wies;th ; 5s act,and ſweeteſt tongues(nort 
puided bythe counſel 6f God)are lefle profitable intheir Mi- 
niſtric than 'men of meaner parts, bringing only the pow- 
er of the ivord and fpiritin theirdoetrine,as the fineſſe tea- 
cHing of thefalfe Prophets declareth, Ier.23.3r.32. Whom 


1 > . Tererrre complattitth of and threatneth iv the name of the 
+ ,Locd, faying : 1 Will come againſt the falſe Prophets, rrhich bane 


Wivecte tongues: Whom I ſent not, nor commanded, and therefore 
they brint noprofee ro this people, 
© Reprofe'6f fuch'Miniſters,as iudge it a baſe thing to content 


der 
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der their doctrine with the duſt of mens deuiſes, and authori- 
ties. Secondly, ofſuch hearers as depend vpon the perſons of 
the preachers, eſteeming ſo farre ofthe ſermon, as the mini- 
Rer is graced with eutward ornaments; and according to that 
rule they meaſure all rhe doctrine that is deliuered:and ſo ma- 
ny times they thinke good wine to bee harſh, becauſe it is 
brought ina pewter flagon,aud vineger very pleaſant, becauſe 
it is brought in a filuer goblet, 

Terror to them that Einaſte all kind of ſincere teaching:the 2 
more Chriſt dealerh with it,the more they loath it, nothing is 
ſo offenſiue vnto them asthe mixture he maketh : they more 
abhorre it then gall and wormewood, 

Prepared her rable.\Cods fauour and grace is alwaies ready to WY 
be found when itis faithfully ſought. Our faith can neuer take They thar 
him tardy in deſiring that at the preſent which he cannot giue faithfully 
til] hereafter, or in being before hand to demand that which ſeeks Gods 
hisability is behind hand to performe. The meſſengers lay not nary 67 r 
in theGoſpell,Be there at ſuch a time,and in the meane while, Mas 
things ſhall be prepared, or Go with me now,and dinner will 
be readie anon; but Come,for all things are now readie, 

The firſt cauſe is in reſpe&t of God himſelf, whoſe prouident Luk.14.17. 
care hath foreſecne what things would be expedient, and his Reaſons Is 
power ſo ſufficient to fupply al wants, that there cannot be the 


| leaſt defeRfor any one moment, Secondlie, in reſpe&t of his 2 


Church and children, whoſe ſtate doth as much require conti- 
nuall grace,as the light ofa lampe hath ncede of oile to main- 
taine it, 
Confutation of their impious error,that thinke the word and Vet. 

Sacraments containe only emptie ſhewes of happines long to 
come ih another world,and nothing preſent, but drie and wi- 
thered promiſes, What is this, but to charge Ged'to be a decei- 
ucr,and being void of al mercy & fidelity, to ſtarue his people? 
We would deem him a miſerable maſter, or houſcholder,that 
hauing corne & ſtore of prouifion in preſent, thould yet keepe 


| his family fafting,and feede them only with a bare hope of 


harueſt to come. The. Scripture teacheth itnot to be agreea- Chap. 3.28, 
ble tomercic to put off our needie neighbour till to morrow, | 


C when 


Manih.2 $-34- 
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when we haue wherewith to relieue him to day : and certaine 
itis, that the Lord doth not require more iuſtice and compaſ- 
fion of his creatures,then himſelfe wil ſhew his owne children, 
But thoſe men finde the caſe to be fo : they ſpeake by experi- 
ence, they neuer got any __ by comming to ſuch exerciſes, 
It is like to be true : but w y ? they came not asfriends,but as 
ſpics,and ſpies will be eſpied out,and turned away emptie.The 
comforts of the word and ſpiritbe prepared for them that loue 
Cod: r.Cor.2.9. 

InſtruQtion, that if we atany time faile of good ſucceſſe in 
the ſeruices of God, that we impute' it:to our ſclues, and not 
lay the blame vpon his ordinances : they were not barren of 
vertue and power, but wee were wanting in faith or repen- 
tance, or in performance of ſome ſuch duties, whereby wee 
ſhould hauc been better prepared, 

Conſolation, that if we feele want of any grace,or of pow- 
eragainſt any finne, it is neuer out of ſcaſon to ſeeke ſupplie, 
we ſhall be fu to preuaile whenſocuer we faithfully labour 
for it, and that as God hath grace alwaies readie for vs in this 
life,ſo is his gloric and bleſſedneſle from cuerlaſtin prepared 
for vs in the life to come. And to the poſſeſſion | 0 our 
Sauiour will folemnlie call vs at the laſt day, ſaying, Come ye 
bleſſed. of my Father : inherit ye- the Kingdome prepared for you 


from the foundations the world. 


Verl.3.. Shee hath-ſent forth her Maides,andcrieth vpon the 
higheſt places of the citie. | 


N the former words was ſhewed what perparation wiſdom 
—_ for her feaſt at home, and intheſe what courſe ſhee 
raketh to inuite the gueſts abroad, Hermaides are fent forth as 
meſlengers into the ſtreetes,and gates and market place,which 
commonly are frequented with oreateſt multitude & con- 
courſe of people, to call as many as they can meete with : not 
that maides or matrons or any women art allowed to be mini= 
Rers : but he proſecuteth the allegory, _ part of it corre- 


ondent and ſutable to other, As Chriſt him hg a 
Y 
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by wiſdome,is compared to a Ladie : ſo his Prophets, Apo- 


fles,Paſtors,and Teachers, are reſembled ro maides, which in 
regard of ſex are moſt meete towaite vpon women, 


God in his wiſdom hath appointed that they y wil come to n,p, ,; 
fluation, muſt be brought to itby the miniſtry of his meſlen- The miniſtery 
gers, So the Apoſtle teacheth, that all things are of God which otthe word 


hath reconciled vs unto himſelfe by Teſius C briſt,aud hath ginen to 
vs (faith he) the miniftry of reconciliation:the father of his owne 
goodnefle hath vouchſafed to be at one with vs: he hath ap- 


pointed his Son to make the peace, and his Word to declare 2,Cor. 5.8. 


the performance of it by the Soune, and his Miniſters to pub- 
liſhit by warrant of his Word, 


Firſt Chriſt hath ſubſtituted them tobee his deputies, and Reaſes I. 


ſtill doth ſpeake to his people by them. Saint Pax/doth bold- 
ly profeſſe for the rutif, 

thians that God was in Chriſt, and reconciled the world to 
himſclfe,not imputing their ſinnes vnto them,and hath com- 
mitted to vs,faith hee, the word of reconciliation. Now then 
are we Embaſſadors for Chriſt : as though God did beſcech 
you through vs,we pray you in Chiilt his ſtead, that ye be re- 
conciled to God, 

Secondlie, our necefſitie is ſuch as doth require the helpe of 
their miniſtrie : for we haue no inclination of our ſelues to 
come to this feaſt, vnleſſe we be ſent for : many are readie to 
preſſe to corporall banquets, where they haue neither calling 
nor countenance,bur be many times repelled that _ cannot 
get in,or extruded and turned our at the doores before they 
be ſatisfied : but to this commeth none withour bidding, nor 
viually without much vrging. 

Thirdly, the Lord doth fo highly eſtceme of their ſeruice, 
and fo farre obſerue them that reiect their counſels and holy 
inſtructions,that they that will not be directed to euerlaſting 
life by them,ſhall neuer atraine vnto it without them, 

For they that were inuited to the feaſt,and refuſed to come 
when the meſſengers called them, were threatnedby the Lord 
himſelfe, that they ſhowld nener taſte of his ſupper : Luk. 14.24. 

Inſtruction to be teachable and tractable to their perſwaſt- 
C 2 ons, 


ying of his miniſtry,aſſuring the Corin.. 2.Cor-5.19 29 
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ons,ſo farre as they bring their meſſage from their maſter, and 
cal vs from the poiſon of our own {infulnes,to the wholeſome 
foode of wiſedomes feaſt, ho is among you, faith Iſiias, that 
feareth the Lord ? let him heare the wvoyce of his ſernant : he that 
walketh in darkeneſſe,and hath no light let him truſt in the name of 
the Lord,and ſtay vpon his G od, 

2 Reproofe of ſuch as account them vnnecefſlarie and vnpro.. 
fitable, and thruſt vpon the people as a trouble, burthen, and 
charge vnto them : who many times both deſpiſe their do- 
Erine,and perſecute their perſons:Matth. 22.6. 

3 Conſolation for ſuch as haue them in ſingular loue for their 
worke ſake, dealing kindlie with the miniſters and taking the 
benefit of their miniſtery: the kindnefle they ſhewis accepred, 
as done to Chriſt, and the promiſes they recciue bee as ſolide 
and ſure,as if they were dcliuered by Chriſt. 

Dot. 2. Chriſt Ieſus hath appointed the preaching of the Goſpell to 

Chriſt would be moſt publike,that al might be inftrutedby it. This moued 

haue the Gol- the Apoftle to be ſo induſtrious in hisfunCtion, and defirous 

pell openly cucry where to preach, both to the Tewes and Gentiles, It was 

«= 5: avg his bounden dutie ſo to doe:he did owe them that ſeruice : the 

Gracted, Lordbequeathed vnto them the miniſtrie of faluation, and 

Rom.1.13-14. made him an executor of his will,and therefore he was in their 
debt, vntill he had diſcharged ir. 

Reaſ. 1. Firſt, all the doctrine of God is perfeCtly true,and will hold 
out at the triall:the more it commeth into the light to be loo. 
ked vpon, the more it will be iuſtified,to the glorie of the Au- 

thor, the clearing of the miniſters, and faluation of the faith- 
full hearers. | 

2 Secondly,his goodnefle is ſuch that be wonld haueno man to- 
periſh, but would all men to come to repentance : 2.Pct.3.9. 

3 Thirdlyhehath ordained it to be neceſſary and effeual for 
the faluation ofall ſorts of people. And therefore it is called 

_ thegraceof God, that bringeth ſaluation toallmen : Tit.2.11. 

4 Fourthly, it is for the rebuke of ſmfull men: Crie aloud,faith 
the Lord to the Prophet, Spare not : lift vp thy voice like a trume 
pet,and ſheVv my people their tranſpreſſion,and to the houſe of Iacob 

their ſames, Sqlikewilc itis for the comfort of godly m— 
whole 
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whoſe ſake the Lord calleth vpon faithful miniſters, ſaying : O 

thou that bringeſt goo tidings to Sion,get thee vp into the high 
monntaine : O thou that bringe$t good ridings to Teruſalem, lift vp 

thy voicewith ſtrength : lift vp, be not afraid : (ay vnto the ceties 

of Inda,behold your God. And finally ſerueth for the edification Rom. 16.26, 
of all men. 

Reproofe of Ieſuites, Seminaries, and Brownifts,which de- #e 1. 
light to creepe into corners, Secondly, of ignorant and in- 
ſufficient miniſters, which neuer dwelt in witedomes familie, 
nor receiued any meflage from her, and therefore are vtterlie 
ynablc todeclarc her mind, 


Verſ.4. Who ſo is ſimple let him come hnher, and to him that 1s. 
deititute of wiſedome ſhe ſpeaketh, 


Het is adeſcription of the gueſts that bee meete for this 
feaſt, which in ſhew ſeeme moſt ynmeer, asbeing moſt 
vnlike the miſtrefle of the feaſt : and'theſe are ſimple perſons, 
deſtitute of ſpiritual vnderſtanding, yer ſo as they feele the 
want of knowledge, and the weight of their ignorance; and 


* leanenolonger on worldly wiſedome, 


Who ſo.) Ignorance isnot a caute that ſhould ftay men from Dot. 
hearing the word of God, bur rather incite themto ir. Themore' ig. 
Firſt, their necefſitie doth: require it : for who hath more 2orant we 
need of eie-ſalue,theri they whoſe ciesare ſore? And who haue —_ ONES 

more neede of guides,then they who haue loſt their fight and ad 
are become blind ? And eſpecially when the way is \:Mcule ſiu&aion, 
and full of danger. 

Secondly,the vertue & efficaciethat is in the word ſhould al- 
lure them vnto it:for itis ſufficient to illuminate and giue light 
toall that ſeeke it,according to the teſtimonie thar the Scrip- 
ture giueth of it : The ſtatwres of the Lordare right, and reiozce Plalm 19.8, 
the heart : the commundement of the Lordis prre, and ginerh lighs 
to the cies. | 

Inſtruction for the minifters of Chriſt ſo: to deliver the do-F/e.I. 
Qtrine as it may be moſt plaine and perſpicuous to the ſimple | 
people,after the exiple ofthe Apoſtle: had (faith he)rather bo L.Cor.14. 199 
C3 the 
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the Church to ſpeake five words With mine wnder/ianding, that 7 
might alſo inſtrufF others, then ten thouſind words in aſtrange- 
tongue. The good efte&t whereof he ſheweth inthis, char if 
there come in one that belzemeth not, or is vnlearned,he is rebuked, 
and mdged. And fo the thoughts ef his heart are made manifeſt,and 
ſo hewill fall doWne og his face and werſhip God; and ſay plainelie 
that God is m you indeede » 1,Cor.14.19.24. 

Reproofe of ſuch as affect obſcuritie, that the vulgar fort 
ſhould not vnderſiand them, taking it to bee for the glorie of 
their learning to mount aboue the capacitie of their hearers, 

Conlolation for poore vnlearned men when they come to 
the Church of God :let them not be diſcouraged if their appe- 
tite ſerue them, They are bidden gueſts,and Chriſt hath pre- 
fared meate forthem,and it doth his harr good too ſee them 
cate it. That is, he is well pleaſed,and doth reioyce that God 
doth beſtory his graces vpon them, For ſo the Euangeliſt wit- 
nefleth,that leſis reioycedin the ſpirit,and ſaid,l confeſje onto thee 
Father,Lord of heanen andearth, that thox haſt hid theſe things 
from the Wiſe and learned,and haſt renealed them to babes : enen (0. 
O Father, becauſe it pleaſed thee : Luke.10.21- 

Fourthly for the confutation, firſt, of the popiſh ſeruice 
 inattrange language, wherein the ſimple people be fo far from 
receiuing anie comfort by the matter that is vttered, as that 
they vnderſtand not the verie words thatare ſpoken,and ther- 
fore God neuer ordainedit for the vic of his Church.Where- 
upon alſo followeth, thatthoſe prieſt be none of Wiſdomes 
attendants, being neitherfit to be meſſengers abroad to call 
the gueſts,nor to be officers at home to g1ue them entertaine- 
ment. Secondly,of ſuch as make ignorance their apologie for 
perliſtance in ignorance. Ir is,ſay they,for ſchollers,and men 
of iudgement to heare ſermons, and not for the vnlearned, 
Here is that excuſe taken away, and fo hath this text hitherto 
met with many other ſhifts and cuaſions which men haue de- 
uiſed to exempt their necks from Chriſt his yoke, Firſt ſay 
they, this pRm__ andother exerciſes; of religion be fooliſh 
and ridiculous : but Wiſedome is the author thereof, Secondly, 
they be. dangerous to deale with ;but he hath helen ont ſeen 


pillars, 
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pillars. Thirdlie, they bee tedious, and vnpleaſant: but ſhee 
hath made a banquet, Fourthly,we can learne a&much by rea- 
ding good bookes, as the beſt Preacher can teach vs : but ſhe 
hath fent forth her maides.Fiftly, ſermonsare hard to come by, 
where ſhould we thaue them? She crieth wpox the highplaces. 
Sixtly,we areſumple men and want vnderftanding : but ſhee 
faith : Who ſo is ſimple let him come hither and he that is deſbtute 
of underſtanding &c. | 


Verl.5, Comeandeate,and drinks of thewine that I haze mixed.. 


He exhortation which wiſedome vttered by her maides 
is againe repeated, to expreſle the ſerious defire and true 
mcaning of the meſſengers, and miſtrisin calling of the gueſts; 
and toletthem know alſo thatas they are bidden by way of 
inuitation,ſfo they are commanded by way of ſummons, and 
therefore to addrefſe themfelues thereunto with al expedition. 
And becauſe it is not their preſence onely that is required, but 
a profitable yſe-making of the vndeſerued fauour that is ſhe. 
ed vnto them, therefore they are before hand informed to- 
what end they are ſent for ;to cate anddrinke of the delicates 
xrepared :which is to recciue the merits and graces of Chriſt, 
with the promiſes of God, and to make them their owne by 
faith,and particular application. | 


It concerneth vs duelyto imbrace the mercies of God when Do. 
hee doth offer them vntovs., Itis his good pleaſure that wee When God 


ſhould enioy them :-otherwiſe they ſhould: neuer haue been 


prouided.$So by the Prophet he proclaimeth, Ifa.y 5.1. Hoee- ought to1e- 


ry one that thirſteth,come ye to the waters: ye that haue no ſ{luer, ceiue ic, 


come,buy,and eate,&c.There is no victaller ſo defirous of gueſts 
for his owne gaine, as Chriſtis of our companie forourſalua-. 
tion,he would haue vtterance of his heauenly foode that it 
ſtand not ypon his hand, and therefore callerh ypon all that 
fecle thefelues in want,to come take their part with him. And 
becauſe they be needy and vnableto diſcharge the reckoring, 
he is content to be paid withia good ſtomacke tofa!l to, hee 


. would haue the workeitoutat cating and drinking,that is,ho 


doth: 


Pſe 1. 


Reaſon b> 
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doth beſtow it ypon them of his owne free fauour without all 
deſcrr of their part, | 

Firſt, God neuer offereth any thing vnto vs, which-isnot 
meete and cxpedient for vs, Secondlie, itis agticuous ingra- 
ticude,to reiect the kindnes of God : Luk, 14. Which the pro- 
phet doth aggrauate againſt vofaithfull Ahaz who refuſed his 
comfortablc meſſage: Heare now. ſaith he,O houſe of Daxid: [sit 
a (mail thing for you to griene men, that ye wil alſs grieve my God? 
Ifa.7.13.Thirdly,not to recciue the gifts which the Lord doth 
profter vnto vs,is to(leſpiſe them. As is-expreſlely ſhewed in 
the firſt Chapter, ver{.24.25. 1hane called, and ye refuſed; [ 
hane ſtretched out mine hand,and none would regard:Bur ye hae 
deſpiſed all my counſell,and would none of my correttion. For ſo hee 
threatneth, that though they call pon him, he will not anſrere : 
though they ſecke him earely, they ſhall not find him: Prou.1.28. 
Fourthlie, benefits not accepted draw iudgements after them 
that cannot be auoided, Chap.1.27. 

Admonition to make ve of the miniſterie of the word, not 
ſparing this holy meate, before the table be taken vp: for how- 
{ocuer for corporall foode, though: we loſe the opportunitie 
at oke time,we may find itat another : though at one place we 
cate nothing, yetat another we may haue plentie : though no 


.mat1 would feaſt vs abroad, wee may prouide for our {elues at 


home : yet the caſc ſtandeth not fo concerning this ſpirituall 
meate ; neither our {elues,nor any othetbeſide Chrift,can any 
where,at any time ſuftaine our Coke : and being not fed by 
him we perifh for cuer,as Chriſt faith, Ioh.6.5 3. 

Reproofe of Recuſants and Browniſts, that will notrepaire 
with the congregation of Gods people to the place whither 
Chriſt calleth them. Secondly,of fuch as being preſent are yet 
without all fruit of Gods ordinances; they neither eate, nor 
drinke ofthe ſpirituall graces,but onely ſee the drefling of the 
meate,and the diſhes ſet before others. 

Conſolation to them whoſe hearts doe fecle the .comfort of 
theſe graces, they be their owne by a principall property, as a 
man hath a peculiar right in his foode, whereof no man - 199 


taker with him,butis made his owneby the ſureſt poſſeſſion, 


being 
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being turned into nouriture ; and made not only his,but a part 
of him; and Chriſt is made more colenbidaond properlie,and 
conſtantly ours, then the food that is conuerted into our owne 
ſubſtance : for it will abate againe and be conſumed,but he re- 
maineth our owne for euer, 2 F 


| Verſ.6, Forſakg the foolſh,and lint yee, and walke in the way of 
wiſdome. ; 


A, T Ow ſhe giueth rules of direftion to them that were cal- 
þ Vled,the better to fit them for her family : as firſt for their 
company,that fince they are to haue ſociety with the Saints in 
the Church,they are to ſeparate themſclues from the finners of 
the World. Whereunto ſhee perſwadeth them by the good ef- 
fect enſuing, that the gaine of cuerlaſting life wil counteruaile 

aud ouerpoiſe the loſe ofall worldly a, fleſhly friends, 

The other is for conuerſation, that for as much as they are 
to dwell with wiſedome(for all the gueſts are domeſticall and 
of the houſehold)that therefore all their waies and behauiour 
be holy and agreeable to wiſedome, 

When we begin to cleaue to God and good men, wee muſt DF, 
forthwith breake off al league with wicked men, It was one of if we will bee 
the firſt points of counſel that Petey gaue to the three thouſand gv0dmen, we 
whom he then preſently conuerted, and that which with mary — 
words hee did exhort them unto, that they wonld ſane themſelues iſ 

from that froward generation. If they would haue God toſaue 
them from damnation,they muſt faue themſclues from the fel-- 
lowſhip of damnable men : AR.2.40. 

Firſt, inregard of the caſe whercin they ſtand,as appeareth Reaſon x. 
by the conſequence of this text, that ſuch as be at vnion with 
dead men,be in ſtate of death,and therforc faith he,/eave them, 
and line. Secondlie, in reſpe&t of behauiour, as the coherence 2 
importeth : Forſake the fooliſh,and ſo walke in the way of Wiſdome; | 
for ſooner they canner, being corrupted with examples,com- 4 
panie, counſels, and all peſtilent and contagious courſes : and 
therefore ſaith the Phe, eAway from meye wicked-for 1 sd Pſalm. 219, 
keepe the commandements of my God. / 115. 


Thigllly, 


b :Cor, 6, I 6, 
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Thirdly,it bringeth them that ve ſuch haunts,into ſuſpition 
with Chriſtians, whereby they bee depriued of that communi- 
on,which they might haue with them, 

A defence of them that ſhew their obedience therein,ceafing: 
to aſſociate themſelues with vngodly companions. It is not 
their fingularity,and purity,that they would ſeeme bettcr then 
other men : it isnot their proud ſpirits diſdaining theirneigh- 
bors,and thinking that no company is good enough for them: 
It isnot becauſe they are new fangled, and fo forſake their old 
friends,and caſt offal goodfellowſhip:bur itis the commande- 
ment of God that doth require it,8& x Yes duty to performe it.. 

Inſtruttion toſuch as defire good men to be lociable with 
then let them bee alſo good men, that their ſocietic may bee: 
good and warrantable, for fo Chriſtians may ſafely ws will 
checrefully adioyne themſclues vnto them, Otherwile there- 
neither is,nor mutt be, nor can bee any good agreement be- 
rweene light and darkenefle, righteouſnefſe and vorighteouſ- 
nes; God in the one,and Belial in the other, 

Reproofe ofthem that can indifferently brooke all compa- 
nies,and conuerſe with all manner of perſons : If they be ruf- 
flans,blaſphemers,and drunkards, they can play the good fel- 
lowes with them. If they be Chriſtians and ſuch as fearc God, 
they can diſcourſe of points of religion, they can giue teſtimo- 
nie of godly preathers,they can relate what excellent ſermons 
they haue been at, Certaine itis, that they doe but counter-. 
feit on the one ſide. Then is their behauiour natural when they 
conuerſe with the worſt; and meerely artificiall, when they 
come among the beſt, 

The other two clauſes of this verſe are reſcrued to be hand- 
led in fitplace; 


Verſ.7. He that rebuketh a ſcorner, purchaſeth ts himſclfe 
ſpame ; he that rebuketh thewicked getteth himſelfe a blot. 


| > — hath been ſhewed how the meſſTpe of faluation 
4 was ſent by Chriſt, & brought by his Miniſters: now heze 
is declared hoy it is receiued. of the people, And firſt}, hee- 

| bringeth . 


Verſ.6. PROVERBS. 19 
bringeth ſuch as be vncapable of it, namelie, deſperate wic- 

ked men,beingaltogether incurable,whom the'Scripture tear. 

meth ſcorners. And theſe will attempt to blemiſh and ſhame all 

thoſe that ſhall admoniſh them. As charging them ſometimes 

with arrogancie,malice,indiſcretion and hypocrifte:ſomerimes 

with ſchilme,ſedition,couetouſnefle and other miſdemeanors: 

and if theſe irmputations can take no hold on the, as grounded - 
on no probabilitie,then they fall vpon their meane eſtate, and 

parentage,and education : for ſo they dealt with the-Lord Ie- 

ſus Chriſt himſelfe : Mat.13.35. 1s not this the Carpenters Sen? 

ts not bis mother called Marie ? 

The moſt faithfull Minifters be commonly expoſed to grea- DoF. r. 
teſt reproches, If they begin to diſgrace fin iuſtly, ſinfull men The beſt men 
willnot ſpare to depraue them yuiuſtly, And for this purpoſe molt detamed 
whatſoener commeth to hand will ſerue their turne,If they can | 
prooue no euill by them, it is enough to traduce themyfor t60 
much goodnefle, So was /ohnacculcd tobe a diuelliſh wretch, 
for being ,as they made it, too preciſe and pure in mortificati- 
on : and Chriſt on the other fide condemned of intemperan=-Mat.x1.18.g; 
cic, for inioying a more free libertie in the holic vic of the 
creatures. : | 

Firſt, hereby they vſe apolicie to ſhift for themſelues, Riri- Reaſit, 
uing to fence their hearts from feare, and their names from in- | 
famy. For if they could | ages their owne ſoules,that theſe 
ſharpe cenſurers were as bad as.other mien,they think it would 
ward off the ſtroke of their rebukes:if they could make others 
belecue that all their accuſations were but calumniatiens, ic 

would free them from ignominie and diſcredit. 

Secondlie, they ſeeke to reuenge themieJues in this, by 
drawing their admonitors into contemptand danger, They 
purpoſely take the way not only to quench the loue and yous 
liking which the people bare to the, burtto kindle the difplea- 
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{ure of the Magiſtrate againſt them. As is tobe ſeene inthe pra- 
Etiſe of Amaziah coplaining to King ergboam of the Prophet: Amos 7.10: 
Amos hath conſpired againſt thee in the midſt of the houſe of !ſrael* e's 
the land is not able to beare all his words. And fo Iſaiah, cen- 
luring this crueltie, faith, chat rhey made a man to ſinne - 

2 wor 
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Word: that is, by wreſting and peruerting mens words, they 
made that to be finne, which was well and iuſtly ſpoken, and 
tooke him in « (nare Which reproued them m the gate, and made the 
inſt to fall vithout cauſe : W{ai.29.21, 

Inftruction;notto deale like ſcorners,in ſeeking to blemiſh 
them that would wipe out our blemiſhes, If they haue faults 
. to be reprooued,Jet vsſhew our loue at ſome other time, and 
not our ſplecne at this time : it is no goodway of clearing,to. 
pleade guiltlefle by recrimination.. 

Secondly,that Miniſters and ſuch as are toadmoniſh,be not: 
ſhielded only with patience,but with innocencie,and vpright 
behauiour, For if wicked men be growne to that impudency, 
as to giue aſſault to the names of harmelefſle perſons, (their ob 
tretations recoiling vpon themſelues, to their owne ſhame) 
how would they ;nfale ouer vs, if they had iuſtaduantage a- 
gainſt vs ? ; Fes , 

Thirdly,not tobe credulous to the clamorous reports of vn- 
oodlie men, which raiſe vp rumours againſt Chriſtians, You 
{hall finde the greateſt offenders, to bee the moſt grieuous 
accuſers : they would couer their faults by bearing the world 
in hand that ſuch as vſeto find fault with them, bee moſt 
faultie, | 


Verſ.8.. Rebake not a ſcorner, leſt he hate thee : &c... 


'N the former verſe was ſhewed how ſcorners vſe to deale 
with them that rebuke them : and here the holy Ghoſt tea-. 
cheth how we muſt deale with {corners : namely, fithence we 
ſhall needleſſely ftirre vp hatred againſt our ſelues,and per-- 
forme no good to them, that rel. xm we defiſt from them, 
and let them alape. Wherein notwithſtanding good diſcre- 
tion is to be vifgd,that none which may be corrigible be reie- 
Red for a ſcorner, but ſuch as ypon ſufficient triall haue decla- 
red themſeluesby a continued obſtinacie to be ſo. And in this 
caſe alſo though prmat reprofes are to be ſpared, yer muſt they 
_ publikely bee purſued by the: miniſtrie, and cenfared by the 
Church,andpuniſhed by the Magiſtrate, | 
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Verſ.8.9. PROVERBS. "— 
The benefit of Chriſtian counſell is not to be offered toan DoF. 
obRtinate ſinner, So doth the holie Choſt teach in another Obſtinate 
place cf this booke:Chap.2 3 9.Speake not in the eares of A foole: perſons are 
for be :xill deſpiſe the Wiſedome of thy words, He would not haue = _ WY 
the gratious ſpeeches of godly Chriſtians to be powred into at's 
his cares which is well knowne not to ſuffer them to link into &T 
his heart to worke grace there ; but ſerteth heart, and lippes 
and life contemptuouſlie to deſpiſe them. - 

Firſt,it is a certaine lofle of labour to deale with them,and Reaſ. x. 
toas good purpoleto lay a plaiſter toa dead mans wound, as | 
to endeuour to heale them, 

Secondly,it is a loſſe of thoſe pretious admonitions:the ho- 2 
ly things of God are throwne to dogs: and the pearles and 
ornaments of Chriſtians are caſt to ynteachable ſwine that 
villtrample them vnder feete : Matth. 7.6, | 

Thirdly, it cannot be withour perill to our ſelues, which 
God doth not call vs-vnto : for their hatred is like to worke - 
diſgrace,or violence, or other hurts which their diſtempered 

affeQions doc threaten. So Chriſt faith, that hogs will all to 
rent them that ſo offer to feede them. | 

InſtruRion to be verie circumſpe&t what perſons we deale'p; 
with,that there be ſome hope of ſucceſle, If after walking and * 
ſtanding in wicked waies,they fit at reſt in the ſcorners chaire, 
let vs leaue them there and diſquict them no further. For 
if we moleſt them, they will trouble vs,and going beyond our 
bounds againſt the rule of Chriſt, where is our warrant of ſafe< 
tic againſt their malice ; or of patience, wiſedome,and mode- 

.ration to-cantaine our ſelues? - 


 Verſ.8. But rebuke awiſe man;and he will lone the. 
9. Giue adnonition tothe wiſe,and he will be the wiſer: teach a 
righteous man,end he will increaſe inlearning. 


\ T] Ow he commeth on the contrarie fide to commend the: 
VN competent hearers of Wiſedome, ypon whom good lef- 


ſons are well beſtowed. And they are deſcribed,fir{tby their . 


willing.-receiuing of inſtruftion, that they. loue them the 
D 3 | berrer . 


Doct. I .* 
The belt may 
mend, 


Reafon 1. 


= | PROVERBS. Chap. 9. 
better-that ſhall deale plainely with them. Secondlie, by the 


ood viethey make of it, increaſing both in knowledge and 


practiſe of vnderſtanding, and therefore are called wife and 


righteous, | 
R:buke. Men of beſt know!edge and pietic muſt ſome- 
times be admoniſhed of their faults, So was Damid, {o was 
lehoſaphat, Ezehias, Peter, and many other. Rich garments 
require bruſhing, and fine linen hath neede of waſhing, and 


the moſt pleaſant and delightfull gardens mult ofccutimes be 
avecded, | 


Firſt, originall corruption doth cleaue vuto their nature and 
infect their hearts, and many times defileth their behauiour, 


and though they make it languiſh. through wounds that 


they giue it;yct it will neuerbe Rarke dead ſolong as they bee 


aliue, 

'Secondly,God hath ordained it as a medicine for humilitie 
againſt pride, that they ſhall ſtand in necede of the helpe of 
their brethren,and ſometime alſo come ynder their cenſures, 

Thirdly, it is a bond whereby one Chriſtian is knit to ano- 
ther,when the one doth declare loue by giuing of faithfull 


counſell,aud the other by thankfull recciuing of ir. 


InſtruRion:Firſt,that the good gifts of Gods children cauſe 


-vsnot to denie this duetic to them, when their wants and our 
.opportunitie call for it. Secondly, to conceiue louingly of 


them that ſhe vs this kindneſfſe:they doe good to our ſoules, 
and befricnd vs in our names, by couering our ſinnes from 0- 
thers and ſhewing them to our ſelues, which elſe might break 
out to our infanue : Iam.5.20. And by this means God ſhall 
be ſerued,and his Scripture obeyed. on both ſides : whileſt the 
one part doth brotherly admoniſh according to the precept 
that here is giuen,and the other part doth kindly accept it ac« 
cording to the reaſon annexed. | 
Confutation of them that too far iuſtifie the waies of good 
men,approuing their errors in opinion, thcir ſlips in ſpeeches, 
their flidings in aCtions,and all elſe tobe wel and warrantable, 
and imitable, if the men be wiſe and godly. Nothing of them 
is to be miſliked,that hath an example ws any good men pra= 
' jfhing 


Ver/.8.9. 


the fience that is ingrafted, _ | 
It is a note ofa man that1s truely religious, to increaſe in DofF. 4. 
grace and vnderſtanding, It appeareth that they liue by their He is truely 


meate,and haue 
ture,{ _ ,an 


ter; Ver 


ly wiſdeme. 


=” digeſtion of it, when they grow in ſta- gratious,that, 
ſtomacke. So was it ſaid in the firſt Chap- 

5. A wiſe man ſhall heare and increaſe in learning-- 
The bare hearing doth not neceflarily argue a wiſe man, For 
fooles doe often bring their eares tothe word : but to heare, 
andlearne,and to learne with increaſe,that doth teſtifie an ho- 


PrROveRBs. 
Qiſing the like : but they conſider nor, that ſome things may 
grow onthe {lips that ſpring from the roote; and notall, on 


5 


growes ;0 
gIacee 


Gods bleſſing doth accompanie ſuch as haue finceritie in Reaſon 1. 


them,toad to their ſtock : and from ſuch as haue no more bur 
a ſhew,hec taketh away that alſo, that they may appeare to be 


diſſemblers:Luk.$.x8. 


Secondly,ſound NY 


vnderſtanding : what great neede they haue, what little ſtore 
they haue, and the dore of Gods ſtorchouſe and treaſure ope- 


ned to them for their full ſupplic. 


Thirdly, they know the wants cf theſe heanenly iewels, 
that thcir price ts ineſtimable, and therefore they grow inſe- 
riable in their defires,and though they get much, yet ſtill they 
labour for more,and bee as greedie in hauing,as though they 
had nothing at all, 

Fourthly,the former taſting and feeding on this celeſtiall 
food hath brought themto a perpetuall longing after it: the: 
more they rece1ue, the more hungrie they are : the exerciſe of 
eating hath ſo ſharpened their appetite, as they delire conti-- 


nually to cate, 


doth diſcouer the defetof + 


3 


Inſtruction to approoue our wiſedome and righteouſnefſe Ve I» 


in proceeding to be more wiſe and righteous : and ſo ſhall we 
= dclt pleaſe: Cod himſelfe, As Saint Pax perſwadeth vs in 
x7 oneplace : Wee beſeech you brethren, andexhort you in the Lord 
=X Jeſus, that yee increaſe mire, and more,as yee hane reecined of vs;'3.Theſ4.1.. 


tow yee onght to Walkeand to pleaſe G 04. 


So ſhall wee bee inriched yith:more full holineſſe. . 


Fox 


1. Cor,7.1. 


Apoc. 3.17» 
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' For thereunto he alſo encourageth vs in another place : Seeing 


we haue theſe promiſes,dearely beloued, let vs cleanſe onr ſelues 
from all filthineſſe of the fleſh and ſpirit, and groVv vp wnto full ho- 
lineſſe in the fe:re of God. So ſhall wee bee eltabliſhed more 
firmely, and kept from all apoſtalie and backſliding. As 
Saint Perer teacheth : 2.Pet.3.17.18, Beware leſt ye be plucked 
a\vay with the error of thewicked,ard fall from your oWvne ftedfaſt - 
- -— grow ingrace, andin the knowledge of our Lord leſia 
Chriſt. 

Reproofe of Nox-proficients which are taught much and 
learne little,and practiſe nothing at all, Secondlie, of full per- 


ſons which thinke they haue attained to a ſufficiencie : they 


haue plied it hitherto, and now they may giue ouer their la- 
bours, they haue gotten enough, and now what ncede they 
ſeeke any more? Butlet them heare what the ſpirit of God 
teſtificth of their caſe to the conceited Laodiceans,when they 
faid they were rich and increaſed with goods,and wanted no- 
thing,then they were wretched,and miſerable,and poore,and 
had nothing. Hee that hath as much grace as euer CG did de- 
fire,did neuer truly defire to haueany, And hee that doth pur- 
poſe neuer to be better, will preſently grow to be worſe, and 
laſt of all prooue to be ftarke naught, . 

Conſolation for ſuch as bee of the mending hand, though 
they haue defeCts and imperfetions, and bee drawne aſide 
ſometimes with luſts and corruptions : yet if they ſtill ger 
ground of theſe enemics, and ſome addition come daily ro 
their vnderſtanding and defires, by euery Sermon and other 
good exerciſe,let tnem belecue the teſtimonie of the holy 
Choft,they bein the number of the wiſe and righteous, 


Verſ.10. The beginning of wiſdome is the feare of the Lord,and 
the knoWledge of holie men is underſtanding, 


Auing.ſo much commended Wiſdome and ſo no 

perſwaded men vnto it,he ſheweth now wherein it dot 
conſiſt,thatmen might not be decciuedby the counterfeit co- 
lour of it,deſcribiog it ; 


\ x Fiſt, 


Verſ.10. PROVERBS. 2": Tp 
oy the matter, that is, true pietie and _—_— called 


commonly in the word,the feare of God, becaule itis an cf{- 
ſentiall part therof:and this is not a caſe contingent,as og 
wiſdeme and pietie might ſometimes concurre in one perſon 
and ſometimes bedifleuered : butneceſlarie and perpetuall, 
the one being alwaies the beginning of the other, 

Secondly, by the manner,that is,not the knowledge of na- 
turall things thatis in Philoſophers:nor the knowledge of ci- 
uill affaires that is in Politicians : nor the hiſtoricall-and arti- 
ficial knowledge of points of religion that is in hypocrites:but 
the myſticall knowledge of the myſteries of faluation, which 
the ſpirit of God doth reueale to the hearts of Chriſtians, 
Whereof the holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh at large in the Epiflle to 
the Corinthians, Chap.2.9.10.11. The things Which eie hath 
wot ſcene, neither eare hath heard: neither came into mans heart, 
are,which God hath prepared for them that loue him. But God hath 
reneiled them unto ws by bus ſſirite | 


. - No mancanbe truly wiſe before he be vnfainedly religious, Do. r. 
Salomon had expcrience both of heauenly wiſdome and hu- Religious 
man wiſdome, ofthe ſhew ofthe one, and ſoundnefle of the my only are 


other, & thus doth he declare his iudgement: Ler vs feare God pccleſx4. r, 


and keepe his ( ommandements,for this ts the whole man.Nothing 
but this can make a man to be a man, without which he is in 
worle ſtate thenabcaſt : his glorie and excellencie confiſteth 
in it,and all his profit and comfort proceedeth from it, 


Firſt, God himſelf doth viually in his Word call all vnrege- Reaſon I 


nerate men fooles, eſpecially cuery where in this booke ex- 
prefſely,and by conſequent in Deut. 32.28.29. They are ana- 
tion voide of connſell, neither ts there any underſtanding in them.O 
that they were wiſe, then they would wvnderſtand this : they would 
conſider their latter end.Now he ſceth all things as they be,and 
notas they ſeeme tobe :and foreſceth all cuents that ſhall fall 

out hereafter,and therefore his teſtimonie is to be receiued, 
Secondly, witdome is a ftreame that floweth onely from the 
Word, and that to them that make conſcience and not a 
bare profeſſion of it, So he ſpeaketh by the Prophet con- 
cerning hypocrites: Loe they hane reietted the word f or 
tA E SOS Lora, 


26) PROVERBS. {bap.g. 
Lord, and what wiſedome it there inthem? Ter.8.,9,' ' 

Many infallible fruits of the ſpirit be incloſed in it and iflue 
from it,and are euermore in companie with it,aspuritie, gen- 
tleneſſe,readineſſe to beintreated, mercy andfulneſſe of good 
ſruits,linceritie,&c :. Jam.3.17, | | \ 

4 The miſerable condition of all irreligious people, whereas 
euery one is happie that is wiſc. 
PF: 1. Inftruction,that if we would haue the eſtimation, comfort, 
direRion, ſucceſle, or any benefit of wiſedome, let vs not la- 
bour for a politicke head, but a holy and ſanRtified hart:not ſo 
much for learning and abjlitie to diſcourſe & diſpute of points 
of religion;as for faith to belecue, and a good conſcience to _ 
Deurt.4;5.6. performe obedience, 7 haue taught you, faith CMoſer,ordinare 
| ces,and lawer,as the Lord my God commanded me,that ye ſhould do 
een ſo Within the land whither yee goe topeſſeſſe it. Keepe them 
therefore,and doe them : for that is your Wiſdome and onderſtare 
ding in the ſight of the people. + 
_ , "Confutation of them that eſteeme all tobe wiſe that goe 
beyond others in wit: and them eſpecially that compaſle great 
liuings and wealth, Was not Achitophel more witty then any ? 
and did hee not.yet play the foole more then all ?hattrnot Sa 
ran more ſubtiltie and cunning then all the men in the world? 
and yet the moſt fooliſh creature to worke his owne woethat 
euer God made inthe world.The Scripture calleth himua prin- 
Cipalitie and a power and ſpeaketh of his craft,butno where 
- $2, &weth him the teſtimonie of wiſedome. And to them that 
: ©. how to feather their neaſts and. increaſe their ſtate, the 
rich manin the Goſpell may beaprefident : he could get,and 
Luk, 12.25.29 ſaue,and keepe, and thriue as long as hee liued, and yet God 
called him foe/e when he died : andſo({aith he) is every one that 
ung riches to himſelfe, azdis not rich in God. 

Confolation againſt the reproches, that are caſt ypon men 
when they ſet themſclues to feare the Lord : now (faith: the 
zworld)they begin to be fools, hitherto they haue liued in good 
account,c{teemed for ſenſible wiſe men, and henceforth the 
will be nothing ſet by : now(faith the Lord)they begin to be 
wiſe:hitherto hey could haue no approbatis fro God. or good 

x | men, 


.  direCtion,and the fountaine from whence all good affeions 
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men,but now they take the way for good vnderſlanging. | 
And the knoWvledge.) Sound and fanChfied knowkdge is the DoF?.2. 


mother of all Chriftian deuotion: where that faileth,there can No true deu >< 


be no ſincere pietie. So faith God hirnſeife in the firſt Chapter, tion withour 

verſ{.29. They hated knowledre,and did not chuſe the feare of the ny know- 

Lord. Which Job reprooues in the wicked worldlings of his pry 4-15; 

time : They ſuy to God,depart from vs,we deſirenot the knowledge IO 

of thy waies ; who ts the Almightie,that We ſhould ſerne him ? and 

what profit ſpall We haue if we ſhonld pray to him? whereit) they 

declare that they hate his preſence, and reie& the knowledge WT 

of his will,and caſt off all care of his worſhip, and fo there is 

an irreligious heart,an ignorant minde, and an impious beha- 

uicur, hogs, 

Firſt,faith doth neuer goe without it : for faith is a perſwaſt- Reaſor 1, 

on,and that perſwaſion is-an high degree of knowledge, the 

heart being homely aſſured of the truth of that which Gods 

promiſe did giue them to vndetrſtand, : 
Secondly,the vnderſtanding is the cie of the ſoule to giue 


doe ſpring. Ee 

Thirdly,there can bee no exerciſe of godlines (which is the 
very breath ofal religion)where the commandementand pro- 
miſe of God is not apprehended. 

Fourthly, the Diuell hath the dominion of them thatlive 4 
altogether in blindnefle : for hee is the Prince of darkenefſle; Ephel.c.r2, 
he taketh,and holdeth;and leadeth them according to his wil: a,Tim.2,26, 
and he will neuer be willing that either God ſhould be ſer- 
ued,or any man ſhould be faued, | 

' Inftruction to vſe all induftrie and diligence to get know- Fete 
ledge : eſpecially that which hath the ſtampe of grace ypon it, 
_ is proper to the people of God, Send to heauen forit by 
prayer to the Lord: ſearch inthe word forit with all good in- _ 
deuors, by hearing & reading,by meditation and conference, 
by cbſeruation and experience, andall other good exercifes. | 

Confutation of ſuch as be altogether careleſſs of viderſtan= & 
ding, that haue paſt aſtate of jars ſoules to ignorance for 
terme of life:they would be __—_— religious and godly,and 

| 3 yet 
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et want both metal and making of all _— and godlines : 
bas they,though they bee without knowledge, haue (as they 
fay)a good mind, Bur why faith the Scripture ? without kyow- 
ledge the mind is not good: Pronng.2, Yet they hope in another 
world,to ſpcede as well as the beſt : and yer the Apoſtle tea- 
cheth that Chriſt ſhall come in flaming fire, rendring vengeance to 
them that doe not knoWv God : doe they ſpeede ſo well that bee 
condemned? 2.Theſ.1.8, 

, Secondly, of them that haue gotten ſome knowledge, but 
are yoide of all ſinceritie and obedience : itis not a vertue for 
their good, bur a fin for their hurt:and though for a time they 
make it ſerue their turne for aſhew, yet it will turne to their 
ſorrow in the end:for they increaſe the hardnefle of their hart, 
and the guiltineſſe of their conſcience,and the number of their 
ftripes,according to the meaſure of their fruitleſſe knowledge: 
Luk.r 2.47. 


Verſ.11, For thy daies ſhall be multiplied by me, and the yeeres 
of thy life ſhall be augmented. | 
12. 1f thoubewiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thy ſelfe : and if thou 
be a finner,thou alone ſhalt ſuffer. 


{A Frer the deſcription of wiſdome, whereby it may bee 
ri ues diſcerned,is here propoſed the profit and reward 


of it, whereby weare perſwaded to imbrace it : and that is, 
Firſt,in a peculiar,namely, long life: which is not ſo to bee 
vnderſtood as though it were perpetual,and fo of abſolute ne- 
cefſitie : for then good menmutt grow tobe old men, and all 
which die young,ſhould die no and damned : but that 
God hath the keeping of their liues in ſuch good ſafety as they 
ſhall neuer be taken away before due ſeaſon:they ſhall not die 
{o ſoone as that it would be better for them to liue longer:nor 
liue fo long, as that it might be hurtfull they died not ſooner, 
The point doth Elphaz truely expound to ob, and all other 
righteous perſons :Tob.5.26. Thou ſhalt go to thy grauein a full 
age ,as 4 crop of corne commeth in due ſeaſon into the barne. Now 
all graine is not of equall proportion of groyth:ſome is _ 
| | Ore 


| brambles, an 


Perſe11.12. 
fore others, and yet is cutidowne' after them : ſome is ſowen 
after others, and commeth comaturitie before them: {o thar 
od husbands diſpoſe not of their harueft by meaſure of time, 
bh by the ripeneſle of their corue : and two extcinities they 
prouidently auoid;neither tov haſtily to inne the fruits of their 
ficlds or trees, for ſo they would wither away : neither to defer 
the gathering of the after they be ripe,for ſo they would drop 
off,and ſhed, and grow to rottenneſſe, Afterwards he decla- 
reth the recompence of wiſedome in generall : thatthe poſſeſ- 
fion and praiſe therof,is not only a ſeruice to God,nor alone 
for his fake ſooften required:but redoundeth alſo to the profit 
of them y be owners and performers of it. And to this is oppo- 
fed the contrarie ſtate of thoſe peruerſe and wilfull ſcorners, 
that howſoeuer their deſire __ purpoſe is to doe miſchiefe to 
others,yetall their malice returneth on their owne heads. 


Thy daies ſvall be multiplied, &c.)Wiledome. and grace do not DoF. x:.. 
onely procure our life to be euerlaſting in heauen, but of good Grace gives: 
and ſufficient continuance in earth. So is ſhe ſaid to come like Painrenance 
2 liberall and bountifull Lady:Chap.3.16.,which brought her {97 hi5 life, as 


well as for e« 


hands ful to beſtow'vpqn her friends:/ergth of daies berng in her ,@cc ll lite, 


right hand,and in her left hand riches & glory: becaule life it ſelfe 
is more pretious then wealth and aduancement which depend 
ypon it,and are but ornaments of it, therefore ſhe bringeth 
the continuance of that in herright hand, as a gift of greater 
value : and the other in the left,as inferiour: to it, but all yerie 
excellent comming out of thoſe glorious hands. 


Firſt, that prouidence and power of God doth proteRt vs Reaſcrs>. 


from all the cuils that might befall vs : as we vſe to deale in 

our gardens and orchards, plucking vp the nettle and weedes, 

and preſeruing the good hcatbes : rooting out the briars and 
iy nouriſhing the fruirfull trees, 

Secondly, his An 97%, Jeon acharge to keepe ys,by whoſe 

miniftrie our life is defended : Pfalm.91.10.17. 

Thirdly, the feare of Cod doth make the heart good,anda 
good heart is made cheereful,and a cheerefull heart procureth 
good health,and good health prolongeth the life. 

Fourthly, a good man will ſeeke and ſue to God by pray- 
WE E.3 Ws, 
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ers in the good eſtate - of: his 'bodie to haue it-continued,in 
| yeakenefſle and infirmities robecured: and this will they do 
,ordinarily, as Ezek4as did ina caſe extraordinarie,alwaicsrc- 
figning themſelucs to his will, © * ad 
5 Fiftly, a godly man will be truſtie-to himſelfe in the kee- 
ping of his owne bodie(auoiding furfetings, and diſtempers, 
and diforders,whereby wicked men doe weaken themſclues) 
and will conſcionablic vſe all fic meanes of comfort, health 
and ſafetie. | | 
Per. Confuration of them that thinke the ſeruices of wiſedome 
tobeec the greateſt meanes to ſhorten mens daies. They will 
kill themſclues (fay they) by faſting,and praying,ahd muſing, 
andreading,and running to Sermons. But thus to complaine, 
is indirectly to blaſpheme God; either with imputation of vn- 
faithfulneſte towards them that ſeeke him, or with impoten- 
cic,and defect of power : for they inferre that hee windeth 
them into rae promiſe of ſafetie; or that the repaite of 
the ſoule mult needs be the ruine of the bodie, and fo he can- 
not heale the one part of man,without hurting of the other. 


. 
£ 


Inſtruction to take this holy receit, which is amedicine 
for all diſcaſes, and a remedie to preuent all 'kind of miſ- 
chiefes,' No Phylicke ſo forcible to 155 7 yphion plentie ſoſuf- 
ficient againſt want,nor any multitude of men and munition 
is ſo able to defend vs from violence, 

3 - Conſolation to them that haue a _ conſcience, that 


they alwaies euery where haue their ſafetie with them,becauſe 
' they carrie grace in their hearts, and God carrics them in his 
hands. Thar is true of euery faithfull ſeruant of God, that 
x.Sam, 35.29. (41%, 20 did ſpeake concerning Daxid : that their ſowle is 
bonrd in the bandle of life With God:it lieth not looſe and ſcatte- 
red for enemies tofinde, and take vp, or tread ypon at their 
pleaſure ; but iris in Gods owne cuſtodie, and bound yp,that 
it ſhail neither drop downe, nor bee. wrelted from him; Hee 
will defend them in warre,and feede them in dearth,and pre- 
ſerue them in peſtilence, and death ſhall neuer come -bcfore 
| they may comfortablie bid it welcome : Iob,5.19.20. 
Dot, 2. If thou bewiſe,&c,] Of all men Chriſtians bee moſt pon 
MENT 


| portion comparable to theirs that deale with the God of hea+ 


| and treſpaſſes,and are quic 
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dertto procure their qwnegood a ' That teſtimony Onely Chris 
is given of them by the Lord himſelfe, Chap. 3.1 3.14; Bleſſed ſtians are: 
is the man that findeth Wviſdome,and the man thar getteth under. g90d huſs 
ftanding. For the merchand:ſe thereof is better than the merchan..**® _ 

diſe of [i[ner, and the gaine thereof is better than gold. They that 

obtaine not onlie the knowledge of wiſedome but the found 

and ſure poſſefſion thereof, which is meant by ſinding,are all 

ina bleſſed tate, not deſtitute of any happinefle, The mer- 

chants which trafficke with the Indians for gold,and pearlcs, 

and pretious ſtones, make'not their .commoditie in any pro- 


uen for the graces of his Spirit.. | | 

Firſt,in reſpe&t of outward fiate they are in good' caſe, the Keaſens 1 
bleſſing of God nener failing to miniſter vntothem all good | 
things,in fitteſt ſcaſon,in meeteſt manner, and moſt compe- 
tent,and conuenient meaſure.They haue cucry thing that they ty 
neede, and enioy the vie of cuery thing that they haue, God pp gu, 
bleſſeth their labours, thar tncby they get ſabſtance : God Wen 
bleſſeth their ſubſtance, that thereby they are nouriſhed by 
them:God bleſfeth their nouriſhment, that there-withall they 
haue ioyand.comfort ; andif at anytime they fall into affliti. 
ons,they haue ſupportation in them, deliuerance from them, 
and benefit by them. All fickneſle ſhall be wholſome-to them: 
all diſpraces for their honour : all loſſes for their gaine : all 
—_— for their ſafetie:all troubles for their peace and quiet- - 
neſle, 


Secondly,jn reſpe&t of the Nate of their ſoules, the bleſſed- 2 

neſſe whereof conſiſteth in righteouſnes : and thar doth yeeld 

ſuch a benefit, which,as the Apoſile doth truely teſtifie, doth 

farre ſurpaſle the: capacity of a!l ſenſe and humane reaſon, 

Which wil peace clit we conſider y miſerie out of which , 

they haue eſcaped : they were the enemies of God,and are re- 

conciled to him.: they were moſt deepely in debt, and are dil- 

charged of it : they were bondmen, and are made free: they 

were condemned, and are pardoned : they were dead ia fins 

and ] God to cuerlaſting life, Secondly, 

U werelpett the gifts that God vouchſafeth them ; their na-- 
: Lure - 
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- . ture iShealed, their ſoules are ſanRikied; theyhane a free a&- 
.cefſe to God,the holy Ghoſtis in them, Teſus Chriſtis beſtow. 
.ed ypon them : all his merits, and all his graces,and all his pre- 
xogatiues are communicated ynto them. Thirdlie, the fruit of 
their wiſdome' is apparant at theirdeath : forthen doth their 
+ Faith, and faichful behanior ſtand to them, and viſit their harts, 
and animates them with hope againſt the temptations of Sa« 
tan,and feare of hell, and damnation;andall kindes of deſpera= 
Prou.z5.15- tion. If itbe true that a good conſcience is a continuall feaſt, then 
eſpecially is it moſt forcible and comfortable at thattime, 
Fourthly, the full and perfe&treward of it ſhallbe rendred vn- 
to them in the life to come, and chiefly atthe laſt day, in the 
preſence of God,and men;and mak andreprobate,and 
euery particular of euery ſort, who ſhal heare their praiſes,and 

{ce their glorious aduancement, 

Fer. -  Confutation of them, thateſteeme mortified Chriſtians: of 
| all other creatures to be moſt filly,and voide of prudencie,and 
moſt carelefle, & void of all forecaſt for their aftaires.Second> 
ly, of them that think all the precepts, and doQtrines of obedi-» 
ence are onely for the exerciſe of the Miniſters authoritie,and 
nothing for the furtherance of the peoples commodity,ſo they 
call ir,Pſal.2.3. Let vs y:ahe their bands, and caſt their cordes 
fromwvs.As who would fay,itis on impriſonment,and grieuous 
reſtraint tobe vnder Chriſt and his Miniſterie, Whercas inſtru» 
Rion is for his yſe that doth receiue it,and notfor his wil,that 
doth deliuer it:It is nota packe or burden laid vpon his ſhoul- 
dersto carrie for others: but as monieput into his purſe tovſe 

for himſelfe, | 
Py InſtruQtion to take greateſt paines in husbanding the heart, 
[= 'tolabour moſt for the crop of grace,and tobe moſt diligentin 
doing of good. Corne, and cattell, and monie, and other 
wealth may be gottenfor other men,and happilie for our ene» 
mies : þut the holy leſſons that wee conſcionably learne, the 
gracious ſpeeches that we ſeaſonablie vrter, and all the good 
workes that we duely performe,are treaſured vp in heaucn for 

___ eur owneſeules, 
3 , * Confolationagainſt the manifold diſcouragements mo 
520, — might 


Verſart 
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might weaken the hearts of ſuch as be poſſeſſed withthis wiſ-- 
dome. They are railed vpon by ſome to be hurtfull men: the 
are ieſted at by others to be fooliſh men: they are Sm 
they are perſecuted,and euery way iniuriouſly dealt with:yct 
let none of theſe things driue them from their wiſdome, and 
make them turne fooles, to cauſe them to leaue off friendſhip 
with themſelues, and to forſake their owne gaine, Ir is more 
beneficiall for them tobe godly, then it can be hurtfull to bee 
moleſted. A flight of ſnow, or. ſhower of raine, or flaſh of 
lightning, or p of thunder, cannot compell a thriftie far- 
mer to diſclaime his good ground, and ſurceaſe his husban- 
drie. | 
If thou be aſeorner,&c.] The wicked bee moſt their owne Dog. z. 
foes, Which point this holy wiſdome confirmeth in the for- The wicked 
mer Chapter,verſ,35. Hee that ſinneth againſt mee hyrteth his man bath no 
erue ſoule, and all that hate me lone death. In all the attempts, ———— 
and proceedings againſt good men,wiſdome it ſelfe is ſmitten ne | 
at, for their quarrell is againſt the ſcruants for the miſtreſſe 
fake : butrhey onely finne againſt ir, but can doe no hurt vnto 
it ; for that redoundeth wholly vpon themſelues. And though 
they be all for themſclues,and carried ſtr with ſelfe-loue 
in affetion, yet they doe the worke of mo tred,and be- 
cometheir owne deadly foes in effect. J) 
The reaſons which were alleaged for the former "_ Will Reefow. 
alſo make this manifeſt by the contrary. Foras,wiſe men and 
corners ſerue contrarie maſters,and haue contrarie hearts,and 
behauiours : ſo there isalſo a contrarietic of condition,and of 
euery thing that befalleth vnto them, Whatſoeuer miſcries 
therefore thoſe other eſcaped, theſe ſhall ſurely fall into : and 
whatſoeuer happines the other attained vnto fe bodie, ſoule, 
fate,or name,in life,at death,departed hence,and at the teſur- 
rection,theſe ſhall be depriued of them. 
Terror for finfull men which ſeeme to be in fafetie and ve- ſe y, 
ric good caſe,hauing yet ſuffered nothing but hardnes of hart, 
_ the poiſon of | 4 working in their ſoules, which they 
leaſt of all doe feele. They mult ſuffer alſo the paine of finne, 
as: well as the pleaſure; _ who knoweth how Roar, 
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and ſodainely it will come vpon them. But in the meane time 
they plague fuch as ſer againſt them,and purſue them that goe 
about to croſle their courſes: and this they glorie in,as a mat- 
ter of great contentment.But herein they make others happy 
and themſelues miſerable, they procure the bleſſing of God 
yporr them whom they maligne as enemies, and bring the 
curſe ypon their owne ſoules and bodies, But '29 they preuaile 
further in their purpoſes: by feare,or flattery, by copany,coun- 
ſelt,or conſtraint,they draw men into finne;and this they take 
to bea victorie,and now others þe in as bad caſe as they, and 
if things fall out to be amifle with them, they ſhall haue com- 
pany in ſorrow : but this will bee no caſe of their burden; for 
that ſhall lie wholly vpon themſclues. They that ſuffer them- 
ſclues to be ſeduced by them, ſhall likewiſe ſuffer puniſh- 
ment with them, but not detraQ any from theirs, but adde 
much more ynto it,according as the caſe ſtandeth with Satan, 


Verſ.13. eA fooliſh woman is alwaies babling, ſhe is ignorant, 
and knoweth nothing, 


Hus much hath been ſpoken of wiſdoms wholſome ban- 
- & quet,which the Lord to that end «mm we might 
be allured vnto it. Now followeth & eaſt of Folly, which 
ſhee maketh to the end,that ſhee may poiſon her gueſts, and 
God diſcouereth, for this purpoſe that wee might auoid it, 
And here, as alfo inthat which followeth, ſhee1s deſcribed 


by her nov and bchauiour, carrying the right ftampe and 
print of an harlot, One thing is, that ſhee is giuen to much 
talke,to make a noiſe:which was the note of the whoriſh wo- 


man, Chap.7.11. The — here is, that ſinfulnefſe and 


Satan, by the mouthes of finfull perſons, doe pretend manie 
reaſons to iuſtifie any wicked cank-and vic cunning perſwaſt- 
ons to draw men thereunto ; as the vnchaſt woman doth flow 
with intifing ſpeeches, Ahd though ſhe haue a lauiſh tongue, 
= we know (according as wee ye to fag) that none is fo 
 bold,asblind Bayard. The drift is, that the factors for follie, 
on as labour to promote finne;be viterly deſtitute of _— 
wn = 


[—_ woos - 4 


- verſity. 
vnderſtanding,which was called before,the knowledge of ho- 


Yin! has innocens peidops be leatt forward oo aprons and 
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lie men. 


9. 


She is babling,8c|) It is no {ure note of a good cauſe to DoB.r, 


be ſet forth with many words, Hanariah maintained his 
cauſe moxe ſtifly than /eremie, for hee after a ſort gaueplace 
to the others confident afſeuerations : but leremie maintained 
his cauſe more truelie than Hanariah, for God and experience 
confirmed his teſtimonie :Ter.28, Zidkyah and his compani- 
ons the falſe Prophets were more violent in giuing incourage- 
ment to Ahab for his voiage toRamoth Gilead : but AMicaiah 
was more faithfull in diſſwading him from it : 1.King.22. 


Many words 
make nor a 
matter good. 


Firſt, wickedneſſe hath many tongues to ſpeake by, all ynre- Reaſow 1. 


generate men being readie to eaſe for it, 

Secondly, Satan doth ſharpen mens wits, and fine their 
open euery wayaſhiſt them,thar ſtand in defence of his 
cauſes,and kingdome. | 

Thirdlie, all vngodly men by their owne diſpoſition are 
earneſilie affeted to folly and leaudneſſe, being as their right 
hand and deareſt member of their body ; and therefore will 
ſpeake inthe behalfe therof,as if the caſe did neerely concerne 

cir owne eſtate, | | 

Fourthly, all the arguments, that are brought for any bad 
cauſe, are l ht and vtterly voide of force : ny therefore that 
which failerh in qualitie,they will fill vp in quantitie, and fo 
ſupplie the want of weight by multitude of words, | 
iftly, ſucceſſe doth much animate folly aa her adherents, 


to ſpeake much : for be the matter neuer ſo vniuſt and falſe: he 


. the reaſons neuer ſo ſlight, and ſlender : be the perſon neuer 


ſo baſe and abie : yet if a finner ſtand vp for finne, all finfull 


men euery where will giuc him allowance. 


ay PP 


Admonition,that we neuer conclude the equitie of a cauſe Yſe 1s 


by thenumber of words, as though the force ofthe matrer 


. ſtoodin the violence of ſpeech, and all were weake that eci- 


ther wanted ſtrong breath for it,or elſe had vehement oppoti- 
tion againſtit. The multitude of allegations is ofno value, 
where ſoundneſſe is wanting in the pointsalleaged, And itis 
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Dolt: 2. 


Follies friends an _ for ſinne,ſo farre he bewraie 


are moſt 
fooles. 


Reaſon 1. 
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luch as bee faultie be ſeldome giuen to filence, When Moſes 
came to take yp the matter betweene the two Iſraclites,hee 
that was moſtleaud, was moſt loud : the offender that did the 
wrong, was moſt readie to complaine of wrong offered. #hat 
wilt thou kill mee, as thou didſt the Egyptian yeſterday? AQt.7, 
27.28. | | | 
"Coifoncion of them that iuſtific Poperie, and the corrup- 
tions of it by this, that many take part with it. Much is faid for 
it, great commendation is giuen of it, All this is true,it is much 


praiſed;burt only by the fooliſh babling woman : they are full 


. of ſpeech,and frequent in writing,and yet doe nothing els,bur 


fome out froth and falſchood, If multitude or cries of com- 
mendations were ſufficient to credit a cauſe,and cleare it, Dia- 
224 WEre a ane goddefle, ſo highly magnified by the ge. 
nerall applauſe of the Epheſians: AR.19.28. Secondly,of fuch 
as take it for an invincible teſtimonie againſt the Golzell ,and 


the ſincere profeſſours of it, that they be ſo much blamed, and 
fo many profeſle their diſlike of them. So they dealt with /e- 
remie,though he neither bought nor ſold with them, nor of- 


fered any colour of injurie to them, yet euery man ſpake euill 
of him : Ier.15.10.So Chriſtianitie in Pawl/es time was cotinted 
aſet,and euery where ſpoken againſt. And ſo our Sauiour 
himſelfe had the ſentence of death inforced vpon him, by th 2 
violent crie of the people. 
Ipnorant,&c.] So " pg as any man — himſelfe to bee 
his owne ignorance, 
All deceiuers and euill men are firſt deceiued : 2.Tim.3, 
13. Thediuell firſt catcheth one, and maketh him a baite to ' 
take another, as it fell outin the ouerthrow of our firſt pa« 
rents. | 
Firſt, many of them haue their minds darkned with want of 
24 Jos that they cannot diſcerne betwixr light and dark- 


nefle,truth and falſcthood. 


Secondly, all the reſt haue their hearts blindfolded with 
wilfulnefle, that they will not vnderſtand, For ifthey know 
the will of God,and the meaning ofhis word, they diſcerne 
aotof his nature that he is offended with euery thing which is . 

| contrarie 
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contrarie to his word, Or if they apprehend that,and conceiue 
itto beſo : yet they thinke him remiſſe, that hee will 'notſo 
ſeuerely puniſh them that offend him.Or if _ haue not ſuch 
an erroneous opinion of his dealingtowards all,yet they hope 
for indulgence to themſelues, that he will caſt off ſome part of 
his iuſtice todiſpenſe with them, howſoeuer the caſe ſtandeth 
with others. As Moſes bringeth them in,bleſſing themſelues.in 
their hearts,and faying : 7 ſhall hane peace although 1 walke ac- 
cording to the ſkubbornneſſe of mine orne heart : Deut. 29.19. 


Reproofe of their-follie that ſeeke to gather the praiſe of Ye. 


knowledge out of the praQiſe of ignorance ; that contradiR, 
and diſgrace all ſound points of ſanQification, Of which ſort 
alſo are they that trouble the Church by ſetting abroachnew, 
fruitleſle, {intaſticall, and pernicious opinions, or reuiuin 
thoſe that haue been formerly ſi pre managing choſe 
that be preſently in queſtion, Theſe men beguile themſclues 
and beguile the world with a ſhew of learning, but God and 
ood men doe deeme it want of learning. For ſothe Apoſtle 
teſtifieth: /fany man teach otherwiſe, and conſenteth not to the 
wholeſome words off our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the doftrine 
which is according to godlineſſe,he i puft vp and knoweth nothing, 
r.Tim.6.3.Theirskill,and readinefſe in this caſe to croſle & 
truth,proueth nor a ſpitituall growth, but a fleſhly groſſenes, + 
=_ => not filled with grace, but ſwolne with carnall concei- 
tednefle, 


Verſ.14. Sheefitteth at the dore of her howuſe,on a ſeate in the 
bie p/aces of the Citie. | 


H: continueth ſtill the allegorie, — wickednefle 
toan harlot,whoſe propertie is to be abroad in the ſtreets 
to meere with companions, and to intice men to folly by her 
lookes and behauiour :whichalſo finne doth by her ſubcilties . 
to ſeduce mens ſoules, And yet ſhe goeth not as an ordinarie 

ſtrumpet,or a vagabond, bur taketh ſtate ypon her likea cour- 

tizan, Shee fitteth on a ſeate in the ſtreete, which was wont to - 


be a ſigne of honour, Iob. 29. 7. And the word fignifieth a \ 
F 3 throne, 


« 


DoS. 
Grear men 
vngratious, 
may be as fin- 
full as any. 
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38 Proverss. Chap.g: 
throne or chaire of eſtate, which were forPrinces or principall 


ons, 

On a ſeate, &c.] Great men without gracebe as much ſub. 
ieto ſinne and folly,as poore men. The Scripture confirmeth 
this, when it compareth ſuch kind of perſons to viler crea« 
tures : Plal.49.20, Manm honour which vnderſtanieth not, 
like to beaſts thatperiſh. He diſpraiſeth not all men of honour : 
for when wiſdome and dignitie meete together,the one is an 
ornament to the other : = thoſe that bee deſtitute of yn- 
derſtanding, hee matcheth not with common men, or vi- 
= people, but maketh equall to the baſeſt kind. of brutiſh 

ealts, in | SHES 

Firſt, they haue the ſame roote and fountaine of corruption 


 Whichis inall other men, 


2 


Secondly, they haue moreallurements to induce them vn- 
to euill than other men haue; their great abundance to-draw 
them on to voluptuoutſneſle : their might and power to imbol- 
den them to opprefſion: there high degree,with the charmes 
and inchauntments- of flatterers to make them high -min- 
ded, and to keepe them from all- humiliation,and repen- 
tance. ey 

_ Thirdlie, Satan, doth. in a ſpeciall-manner ſecke to make 
a prey of them, For theybring whole flockes and flights of 9- 
thers into the net with them, Some they leade with counſel! 
and company,and ſome they driue by force,and violence;and 
their jy wg and countenance doth bring finne into credit, 
whereby it is made exceeding infeRious, In all whichreſpeCts 
it was ſaid of Rehoboam,the Cans of Nebat, that he made If- 
rael to finne. 

Inſtruftion to ſuch as bee in eminentplaces,andare great 
paſieioges that they be as watchfull ouer their ſoules, as the 
vulgar fort and meaneſtperſons.. The aſſault of the diuell vp- 
of them is certaine and forcible, Their owne ſtrength as ſmal, 
their ourthrow as dangerous, and their puniſhment as grie- 
uous. And therforc it is not a contemptible worke,and vnmeer 
for their places, to pray often, to heare the word, and ex- 
£rciſe all other ſeruices ofreligion; ynleſſe it be rx A 

.ble 
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ble thing to bee a flaue to Satan, and fit for their degree to 


eriſh, 

4 Confutation of their opinions, which ſo admire the! ſtate of 2 
men of wealth and worſhip, as if euerie one that had power, 
and titles,were neceffarily wiſe'and happie : whereas here it 
appeareth, that folly doth ſo poſſefſe many of them, that they 
are wholly tranſformed into fer, and in ſtead of being reputed 
reuerend, & wiſe men, they are called by the name ofthis foo- 
liſh woman, The like in effe& is ſpoke of them,Eccleſ.10.6.7, 
Folly is ſet in great excellencie, and ſernants be riding on horſes; 
when ſeruile men,whoſe hearts be in bondage to ſinfull luſts, 
attaine to greatneſle, 

In the highplaces, 8c.) Aſſemblies and meetings of menbe DoF, 2. 
ſeldome without the companie of finfulneſle, and Satan. For Sinneand Sa- 
hee will be one in the congregation of God, where they come *" frequenr 
together to pray againſt him,where the Lord ftriketh at- him, «a allen 
and wounded: him with his word ; - and therefore will : 


more boldlie come to other afſemblies, which bee onelie for 


ciuill affaires, and chiefelie when they bee for ſinfull ex- 
erciſes, as may appeare by the cffet of 'Baal-Peors Wake ; 
Numb.29. Abe 

Firſt, there be many to worke vpon : and therefore greater Reaf; 1. 


is thelikelihood of ſucceſle. 


Secondly, there is ytterance and vent for many finnes which 2 
men vſe not to praGtiſe alone by themſelues : as — ly- 
ing,bragging,ſcofhing, railing, flatterie, and all kind of ewll 
ſpeeches; beſides many aRions,and geſtures, which be proper 
to companie, 

Thirdlie,he hath more helpes with him there, thanwhen 3 
hee dealeth with one alone in ſecret. For, they that be —_— 
ted ioyne with him to peruert others : and they-which were | 
bad before,are ſo made much worſe. It would haue bin hard 
to raiſe a rebellion againſt Daxid, if euery one had been fingly 
folicited,before there was any afſembly. 

Inftrugion, not to walke ſtreets, or haunt much compa- Yſ; x, 
nie without due cauſe,and calling. It is righteous from God, 
that the diuell ſhould play the Marſhal to take vp this _— 
ns 12ggtc 


7. PRoverns9s DV Chap.g: 
- fraggle abroad without any warrant. And that was the cauſe 
of Dinahs woe,which would needes goe forth to ſee faſhions: 
Gen.34-I. | 
Wha our occaſions do iuftly call vs to ſuch places, that we, 
___ to preuent all perils : letthe word of God bee inour 
carts to keepe vs from ſinne,as we would take preſeruatiues 
for our bodies,againſt the peſtilence,when the aire is infeted., 
If the diuell caſt his fierie dartsat vs, let faith bee readie to 
uench them :If folly intice vs with guilefull peeches,let wiſ- 
: wo ſhape her an anſwere,and ſend her packing. 


Verſ.15. To call them that paſſe by the Way, that goe right os 
their way. - . 


His is the end and purpoſe ofher being in the ſtreetes, To 
doe miſchiefe there : not onelyto confirme and harden 
ſuch as be alreadie entred into leaud courſes, but to peruert 

and draw away thoſe that be inclined toany goodnefle, 
Do. So ſoone as any man beginneth to ſet himſelf ro ſeeke Cod, 
The diuell an the diuell and diuelliſh men will be readie to turne him out 
veer aduerſs- of the way, So ſtoode the caſe with the Corinthians, Galathi» 
rie to all god 4; and ſome other of the Churches: as ſoone as cuer they im= 
* bracedthe dodtrine of the Apoſtles, preſently the falſe Apo= 
ſtles attempted to corrupt them : Gal, 1.7.& 3.1. Andſo' was 
Paulus the proconſull dealt with : ARt.13.8, Wileſt Paul was 
preaching to him, E/ymas was peruerting ofhim : whileſt the 
one built,the other battered,and pluckt down:whileſt the one 
laboured to make him a Chriſtian, the other indeauoured to 

keepe him an infidell,and vnbeleeuer, 

Firſt,they bee encmies to the feaſt of wiſdome, maligning 
mn glorie of the Goſpell, and the proſperous ſucceſle of the 

me. 

Secondlie, they be enemies to the meſſengers of wiſedome; 
thinking that they ſhall have too much loue and reuercnce 
yeelded to them, if men receiue comfort, and profit by their 
miniſtrie : Gal.4.17. 

3 Thirdly, they bee cnemiesto mankind, wrouching Zing 
- 2OWE 3 


_foule; 
- famecauſeſo foone ſupplanted our firſt. parents eFdamand 


repining that.any- man ſhould be in abetter ſtate then 
oughthemftlues refuſe tobeinagood fiate)ac- 
ion of their old father, who for.the 


Exe. | 
Fourthly, they feele ſome 


wonted anions, to ioyne with them in their wicked pra- 
Riſes : beſides the blemiſh that cleaueth to them for vices, by - 
meanes of the credit thataccreweth to others by their vertue 
and goodnefle. 


- Inftruction, how to: carrie our ſelues toward fuck as bee Pſe 2 : 


nouices in religion, As we come tooſhort of Chriſtran loue, 
if we be too ſuſpicious and ouermuch miſtruſtfull of their pro- 
ceeding : ſo wee goe beyond the bounds of godlie diſcreti- * 
on,if wee be too confident of them, and fo expoſe our ſelues 
to perill, 
Secondly, to lay a good foundation, and to ſer on furelie, .. 
when weenter the poſſefſion of Chriſtianity,tharour ground- 

worke faile notin the time of triall; according to the example 


. of the wiſe man 1hat buildeth his houſe on a Rocke,that though the 


YAine fall, and the floods come, and the winds blow, and beat wpon 
that houſe, yet it may notfall: Matth.7.24. For certaine itis, 
that the diuell by temptations, and our aduerſarjes by op-= 
poſitions: will make manifeſt what firmeneſſe, and*ſound- 
neſſejs in euery one, . Either they will Saranicallic affaulr. ys 
with carnall perſwafions, or elſe we ſhall bee terrified with 
comminations and threatnings, orelſe wee ſhall be derided 
with ſcoffes,and reproches, or we ſhalt betraduced with falſe 
—_— or wee ſhall be diſquieted with wrongful mo- 
leſtations, 1 | 
Thirdly,thatwe ſhould be as induſtrious to lead men in the - 

right way,asthey be to cal them our:and to helpe them outof 
the ſnares of the diuell, as they be to hold them in, For thar is 
their ſine, which they are forbidden to praQtiſe:this is our du- 
tie which we are commanded to .Theirsisfalſchood, 
and crueltie tending to hurt and -— is MII 


" ® — "S's: ' - 
OS Vs IONS * « - — PI 
Fc. -- q - 
J = - / fs <EE z 
4 co » "__. _ 
7 
= £4 : o TY 
, 
- + = 
q 
* 
IE 
* # 
. 


preiudice to-themielues, by the 4 
- departure of men from the ſeruice of Satan-: they want their 
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and mercy for good, and great © They be the vaſſals: of 
Satan, 8. rk aur of Ks: _— wee bee the ſcruants of 
Chriſt, and Miniſters ofhis graces: all the cuill charthey doc 
© ſhallbe puniſhed with their confuſion,all the goodthat wedo 
ſhall be rewarded with glorie. Which Darie/ confirmeth,fore- 
ſhewing the ſtare of both ſorts at the laſt day, that ſome ſball 
ariſe to exerlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame and perpetual contempt. 
eAnd they that make men wiſe, ſhall ſhmeas the brightneſſe of the 
 firmament : and they that turne many to righteouſneſſe, ſhall ſhine 
as the [tarres for ener,and ener : Dan.12.2.3. Wy... 


Verl.x6. Who ſois ſimple,let him come hither ond Whoſoexcer is 
void of underſtanding ,tohim ſhe ſpeaketh. 


VE ſo is ſimple, &c.)That is, which being ignorant dif- 
.V cerneth not his blindnefle, but hath-conceit of wiſ- 
dome and knowledge. 

Let hum come biker &] To the companie, counſell, and 
practiſe of Follie. eAnd to him that is deftitate of vnder- 
ſtanding free ſpeaketh, viz. that have (no knowledge of 


their owne,nor bee willing to goe to Wiſdomes houſe to get 
_ any. | UA | IF 
Ignorant perſons that regard not knowledge are the fitteſt 
They are eafi- prate for deceiuers : Ephef.4.14. The Apofifle in theEpiftle to 
lie miſſeled the Erhefars,perfirading them to knowledge, ſhewerh' the 


DoFZ. 


that loyc nor. 


0. neede thereof; That wee henreforth bee no mare childyey, 


Wanermg, and carried about with enery wind of doRtrine, by the 
decert. or dice, of men. Wherein hee declareth the: gangerous 
caſe of ſuch as want vnderſtanding, by two fimilitudes: one 
comparing themto little children, and the: falſe teachers: to 
craftic gameſtets,that vſc to cogge at dice, who carrcafilie be- 
guilea young boy, and Arippe hom of ll thatheeplaicth for, 
though his whole inheritance lic ypon the gaine. 'Fhe other 
comparing them to ſhips, that neitherhaue anchor to hold 
them,nor ſterne,and pilot to guide them; and therefore-the 
tides,andtempeſts doe driue- them euerie. way without refi- 


ſauce, 
Firft, 


. afetie 
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wer, and: therefore as ynable to eſcape the ſnares of his 
{va ng the birds that lie fluttering in the net-z 2. Tim. - 
_ Secondly, they are altogether deſtitute of all-iudgement, 
nothing diſcerning truth from error, light from darkeneſle, -- 
| perill, and therefore may bee made to beleceue e- 
uerie thing. | 
Thirdly, their hearts and affections bec corrupted,-and 4 
therfore corrupt counſel wil the more preuaile with them,and * . 
corrupt conuetfation bemore plealing to them, Such the A- 
poſtle deſcribeth, ſhewing that rhey hae their cogitation dark- 
ned, and bee ſtrangers from the life of God, through the ige 
warance that is in them, becauſe of the hardneſſe of their heart. 
Which being paſt feeling, hane ginew themſelues unto yantow- 
neſſe, to works all uncleanneſſe, enenwith greedineſſe : Ephel. 
18.19. | 
p Confutation of them that difſwade men from ſeeking of Vſe. 
knowledge, becauſe there bee ſo many ſeducers that goe a- 
bout todeceiue. Iris dangerous dealing with Scriptures (fa 
they) we know not well whom to truſt, the world is ofull 
of diſlemblers,and therefore we will neither heare, nor be- ' 
lecue any Preacher of themall. But they will heare and be- 
lecue Ieluits, and Seminaries, and popiſh perſons that intice 
them to idolatrie and diſloyaltie : they will heare and beleeue 
gameſiers, and filthie fellowes that will leade them to luſt, 
caudneſle, riot, and ynthriftinefle : they will heare and be-.: 
leeue ſuch as fill their cares with falſe reports, and poiſon . - 
their hearts with malice, couetouſneſle, craft, and crueltie :-as 
though there were no infetious people but Miniſters; no 
rill of contagion, butat ſermons ; none ſubie& tobe miſleled 
but ſuchas vie the beſt meanes.to know the right way.. But 
conſider the force of theirreaſon whereby they would induce 
mento perhiſt in their blindnes: There be many ſlips,and much 
counterfeit mettall, and therfore no yſe of a touch-ſtone: there 
is poiſon prepared for vs, and therefore beware of preſerua- 
tues ; our enemies come armed + Pa vs, and therefore ler 
2 VS 


are alreadie taken, by the diuell, audbeeinhis: R:oſev t. | 
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\- yscataway our weapons: their purpoſe is to ſurpriſe vs in 
the Gadke, "ani therefore put out-at any hand all the light 
in-the houſe. What is it but wiſdome that doth inable vs-- 
to trie all things, and to hold that which is good ? What - 
is it but knowledge that doth deſcrie the venome of all'peſti- 
ferous; and peſtilent opinions? what is it but vnderſtanding 
that doth diſconer the dangerous occurrents that will inſue 


ypon pernicious counſell ? For other vſes of this point, fee 
verſ{.1o. DoRt.2, 


Verſ.17, Stollen waters are fiweete avid hid bread is pleaſant. 


His verſe containeth an euent that followeth their yeel- 
ding to Follies allurements, that at the firſt they find de- 
light and pleaſure, and great contentation in their intertaine- ' 
ment, | 
Hee alludeth, as it ſeemeth, to the diſorders that are wont 
to bein harlots houſes, wherein at the meeting of companions 
they vic to hauea feaſt,and all the prouifion is -of tollen ſtuffe, 
Either ſeruants filch from their maſters, or otherwiſe they 
Reale from their neighbours, hennes, and geeſe,and duckes, 
and'connies, and'yenifon, and ſuch things as they can come 
by : which is called hid food, becauſe as they cannot iuſtifie ir, 
| ſotheydarenotlet it be ſeene, bur drefle it couenty,andeate 
it ſecretly in the midſt of the night in the moſt inward and 
cloſeſt roome of the whole houſe. And wharſocuer is ſo got« 
ten;and there made ready is verie delicious ynto them,though 
it were butbread and water. | 
Do». Thoſe things that bee moſt vnlawfull doe' beſt ſatisfie the 
Thins the humors of vnregenerate men. Though Wiſdome make a feaſt 
more vnlaw- of meates* that bee daintie and wholſome,and' prepare ſpiced 
—_ =" cups,with wine that is fweete and delicate, yet ſhee hath few 
++ *  guelts that wil viſither table: butlet Folly prouide only bread 
and warer(which they muft alſo catin a-corner,and hide their 
heads like malefaRors) and ſhee' ſhall haue great tote that 
 will-floeke to herhouſe, and'accept of her. chgere wrth very* 
good liking, In this ſenſe it is aid, Chap.20,17; That the bread 
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of deceit is ſweets tou man. The vn 
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"trade and courſe 


of gettingis to manie « kind of fice toprocure arelliſh- ro: 
their poſſeſſions, They eſteeme euery thing to bee ſo- muck 
the more worth, ifa craftie head, * violent hand, a guile- 
full rongue, or any fraudulent meanes hath broughtit vnto; 


The fame proportion holdeth inall other caſes, How ma-. 


ny bee carried with brutiſh luſts and affeRions: to ſtrange 


fleſh, that haue nothing in them of beautie; and in the- 


meane time loath their owne wines which bee well fauou- 
red, perſonable, and comely? and who almoft taketh 'de- 


lightin any recreation Which is neither vnſeaſonable in re- 
ſpeR of the time, nor yet vnwarrantable in regard ef the 


manner? Iris altogether too freſh and vnſauourie for their 
may vnleffe the Diet) powder it with ſome enormous 
uſes. 

And hence itproceedeth, for that all which is fleſhly and 
moſt contrarie to the ſpirit of God, is alwaies acceptable to 
them that be fleſhly, and moſt agreeable to the cor.upt nature 
of man, And fo faith the Apoſtle : Rom.8,5. They that are af- 
ter the fleſh, ſanour the things of the fleſh. And it falleth out 
in this caſe,as it doth inthe infirmitics of the body,cuery -ma- 
ladie doth defire that which will feede and maintaine it : as it 
is to beeſcene in cholericke perſons, and-ſuch as bee inclinin 
to the dropfie; the one ſort beſt liking meate that increaſer 
choler,the other rhirſting {till after drinke, whereby the drop- 
fie is nouriſhed. 


Reaſon. . | 


Confuration of Poperie, that hath diſhes for euery carnall Uſers. © 


mans diet, the whole bodie of it tending to ſenſualitie. Euery 
ſenſe is thereby fed with fleſhly delights, inſomuch, as any in- 
fidel may be greatly tefteſhed therewith,and yet nor led one 
ſtep neerer tofaluation.. And as it is for euery mans turne, rea 
die to fatisfie their carnall humors,ſo men be of their owne ac- 
cord verie fttongly and vehementlie affefted to it. Itis as na- 
turall for them-to- bee ſuperſtitious, as itis fornettles, and 
thiftles,and other weedesto grow without ſowing or ſetting. . 

G 3 | And 
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And this is the cauſe why menbeeſo' hardlie reclaimed from 
it, and ſo cafily vpon weake reaſons readie toreuvlt backe 
vnto it. Len ihe vis 
_-InftruQion, that the ſpiritualll delights of the word doe. re- 
|! the catnall luſt of the world, and the comforts of heayen» 
ly things doe ſwallow vp the pleaſures of all carthly vanities, 
For vnleſſe our hearts bee well fenced againſt them. by grace, 


_ they willreturne to their native home, and take poſleſſion of 
- theirancient habitation, 


- Thirdlie, conſolation to them that diſtruſt theſe fleſhlie de- 
lights,which be ſo pleaſing to other mens appetites : it argu- 
.. that they haue _ well fed at Wiſdomes feaſt, and that 
is the cauſe why their ftomacks-can no better digeſt the vo- 
luptuous meſles of Folly. Ic is a cleare caſe.that no man can 
loath the inchanted meate that Satan and finne haue drefled, 
but ſuch as haue been nouriſhed by the bread of life, which Ie- 
ſus Chriſt himſelfe hath prepared. 


Verſ.18, But he Lak not that the dead are there,and that 
her gueits are iu the depth of hell. 


HE followeth another euent inſuing vpon the former ; 
that as they had pleaſure at the firſt, ſo they muſt haue 


Paine at the laſt: as their intertainement was with delight, 1o 


ſhall their reckoning be with deſtruſtion. Iris ſaid, be know- 
eth not : that is,cuery one of them that be traable to her call, 
haue the perill of their ſtate hid from their eies. 

That the dead are there, &c.) That all that giue themſclues 
toſuch courſes are ſtrangers from the life of God, and in. the 
power of the firſt death; and i» the depth of hell, that is, are 


as certaine to bee damned in the world to come (vnl 


| [Cod giue themrepentance) asif they were alreadie in hell 


fire. 
According as euery ſinne is more delightfull, ſo is itmore 


- Sinthemore dangerous and-deceitfull, The ſweete meates of wickednefle 
© epleaſing,the will have the ſower fauce of wretchednefle and milcric. Sinne- 
: 1 | fulnefle 
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fulnefſe will he the bane of tranſpreſfors, as theharlortis com- Tore pernie> + 
© monly of”  hbrels-T6 is cher Prouerbe of God;thatwhen *** > 
the bread of deceit ts ſweete to the taſte; it twrnerh to grit;and gra 
well, to the tormentof the teeth: Chap.20.17. | - 
Firft, as it appeareth heere, menbee willingly ignorant of Keafon 1. 
the euils ro come, when their defires be ſatiſned for the pre- 
ſent. Which thing our Sauiour doth alfo intimate by the ex- 
ample of the" old world ;'when once they'gaue outer them- : 
ſclues to profit, and pleaſure (as feaſting, and marrying,and Mar.r4,39, 
planting,and building,and traftiquing) they knew nothing ril 
the flood came, though Noah had foretold them aboue an 
hundred yeeres together, © | d: 
Secondly, when they be poſleſt with the delights of finne, 2 5: "0 
they are with much difficultie brought to leaue them. As Zo- 1 
phar ſheweth : Iob.20.12. &c.That when wickedneſſe is ſweete in 
their monthes, they will fauonr it,and not forſaken till it turneto a 
poiſon in their bowels. | 

Thirdly, inreſpe& ofthe preſent condition of yoluptutus. 3 

perſons,which line m pleaſure,that they are dead whileſt they line: 
1.Tim.5.6, They are ſenfible carcaſes, and breathing carri- 
ons, For though they haue a reaſonable foule which maketh 
them to bee men, yet they want the ſpirit of grace which- 
maketh them tobe Chriſtians, 

Fourthly,in regard of their future miſerie : for which Saint - 4 
James wiſherh them to weepe, and howle, and male all kmd of la- 
mentation. For howſocuer all reprobates ſhall be damned, yer- 
they ſhall ſinke to the bottome of terrorsand rorments in hell, 
that haueriſen vp to the top of pleaſures, and curſed profpe- 
ritie on earth, | 

Inftruction, firſt, to foreſee that which will follow, when Yſ#1; 
baites are laid for vs by Satan or wicked men, and account 
the threatnings of God as certaine as executions; and feare- 
the plagues to follow hereafter, as if wee were forthwith to 
feele thqm, | 

Secondl that no example prenaile ſo far as todrawvs in-- 
to a wicked way, Conſider not what they bee in outward ap-- MY 


prarince "15 Sell in hr hs Bk. | 
= In 
after bedkalremit 
Thirdlie, that wee i nba our owne hearts,by 
ſhift for one : for neuer any onecouldauoide th pun 
by ſhifting, Sinne maketh ſure worke with all her gueſts 


to giue them their deadlic wound at the entrance : :{o 
that death waits on Folly to take them 
at her hands,and hel followeth de 
receiue them afterwards at 
his hands, 
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we brand es o0,much inglgepce 
eek &. vices; and 
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The combo or ſorrow of parents 'Qandeh auch in the be- 


”- A'good ſonne hayjour of their chilfren;” This is cuident by, the example of 
Lacobs ſonnes : whatcof leſiphia gratiaus ichild} was never but 


a-refreſhing-ro him : but Soweow, and Rewben, and Zeus, and 
moſt ofthe reſi;hy their finfull zQions did fill him: with griefe 
and atliitions;2nd fo bad David, experience. both waies, be- 
ing pearced with forrow on the one fide, by the villanouspra, 
Riſes and miſerable ends of £{bſolonand Ammon : and aboun- 


5 $5! 


Firſkgheſc affcQions doe proceede nile that ra 
ly parents doc beareynto God, that thinking ro he 
is done in his ſervices, they-haue now helpers eunomefe 
<xhy nary” 207 exillioyne: —_— when 
ed 


they have finiſhed-their courſe and ende theie ir owne daics 
worke, yerthe worke ſhall ſtill bee continued by theirpoſte. 
ritie.. We ſee in humane affaires; that eucric good ſabiect will 


beg)ad to breede vp a fonnechar will bee fir and ableto ſerue 


his Soneraigne:and how canirthen but cheere yp tbe hart and 
refreſh the-ſpirics:of Chriſtian fathers or mothers, to haue 
their children heLoods Souldiers, valiantly figacing his bar. 
gailes againſt finne and Satan, and that in their-owne: ſight 
and Þ e2 Eucry good maditer, aswas Abrehamm,will think 
ita to hauc his ſervants to betheferuants ofthe Lord : 
and enetieChriflian will gladly heare of. godly "—_ ano- 
therfamilie, in anothercowne, in 

kingdome ;and therefore much morewill rel ig parents be 
Aa toſce wich their owne ties the feare of m 
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ore ar nur eneryo ey mourncd when hizovmeſons 
rebelled infichem.” * nary Digt | 
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brawbles-, OF 312 Hen <8 tamonid qt2 qr Wo, $ ws of 
-Thiedly, the happy ondiles of gracious and'godly chil- 
arnarn lelues,doth procure tothe pacerits thuchict : 
beſides theinſpirieuall promotion Foddignitie;being made 
the ſannesof God, jand kingly heires of cucrlaſting glory, the 
favour and b of God doch vſvally ag pry hrmn— wore 
Sopaipohinge of js life: when rebellious and wicked 
haueche: curſeof Godvpon them, doing: miſchicfe and hiure, 
and receiuingthereward of it by ſhame andiinfamic, by debrs 
and arcareages; by flighe and_Jurkiog, by bonds and'impri- 
xy ain PE IIIIIENS death: anc deb 
a1 2+ 45 ry 77 X71 

-Fourbly,wiſe children we dnageolorc fore chel pa» 
rents in being officioas vuothewy, and ving all good behaui. 
pins them: 7 torithey are mod fatwec toobey their 
they are-moſi cheetefullto-relievetteirnes 
ceſhties;theyare. moſifalcbfall and ndto'preſeructheir 
pom healcb, and welfare. Toa which: reſpe'the Scripeure 
compareth them, tagrrowes or any other -capons, wh 

men may-bee ;Pfal. 127.4. And asthey are 

xeadlie2operforme euery ey an Oe) on 
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: chaftiſerniengs'? 
_... -warkchey re ſhamed hem; andtinbe ir ah mole 
"*  -butthenco bee chargod wich them 3 ahUfo/ſhorenthon dajes 
by opprobrious and hard vſage : if they*baile wealb) hey 
ſeckeromake ltr Set ans Whey bee hire ro/lave them 


and-detidevipni; theydeclare thelrwifedome andriuc piecte, 
they ſhew their birterneſſe ogainR their ir godly uae wi 
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 neſſetohizfarherburkee baths ſufficaoſe todeey] bis 
owne ſake;ibecauſe Godhartvſo ſeaioried hirth with gras, and 
madehimaccopribſe cobifticnds, and voichſaſed' viito Him. 
his 0wnefmour v Whereszonthe<coitraty (ide; ares 
rents are much gricued for the childes miſdemearvty 
_ vrobeoniore prieved for his bwneWWhetchedndie; 
be inaftpuniſhed Tor diy rebellion. ; S&votitily ; 
pr rare char ſor#(much-#s their childrens vice of 
their woe or-welfare; therefore they: USethoit . 
ro liave 'thrirſcede tobe yerttion "AHH I 
Hows wan. docthis; mitt lay'thefoundationef'be comfortaW 
may-be aioy- ther,. before thre” bees farkies;, andralkerhe v t6 hnij6 woe 
tullfaber. thikdten; beforehes have childreri +4 and/thatls by%y 
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othirwale; Wehiey bewedlchy-ari ewidk poſieſſioht, 
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From deftrut all ogher ene; pag wY er. 
© - merinatm 4 ct mercy of Godthrough $ro0y hf 
| The rice aig No wicked worldliag is 80y thingthe 
Wicked mens Oe his wealeh : which thing the Reophws nite 
| wealth doh 79 peed oh ood heehOS ron dens afhrmech, Pſa] k 
themao e{zalt Led 4 Vaine emarce, be beapet 
<S —_ ”þ riches,and cannot tell who foal pt 7 f of 
a particular, as though ſome one. man were falnejntocthater= 
-zour, but ofthe wholc body of ,mankinde, inthaz cafe "7 
are deſcended from. Adary, Euery man that, hath nothing buc 
he norure of man doth take a ſhew ſora ſubſtance, the image 
an theglaſle, for the face repreſented byirzthe. picture of happi. 
| au which-is painted on riches, fortrueand ide ſelicitie:and 
age miſſe of that which they make moſt Ro 
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Thatmeartedoth aman good whichincitethhim ro prope and 
thankfelneffe;which moouerth-himto c gen mercie;! 
andwaknthbim ableaatreadiens exetei tie 
mhisecalling--- "OY i gignem: 15 Be q9 02 


Firſt;/the' tore and: Pubands of riches and) poſſions. dou Res bs 
thetimeoſcheir. : - 


nothing helpe the fate of ynrigheeour: men i 

et, wore Nats which ar > arr Furs hane is none 'of theic Owner 

oe Prey; waning wr ayer ay ndr yaa rar 

GleF+ or , Ifai,6 

riens conkeediyind keepe other meng carctel;and becomeother " 
mens drudges.: For foto thecomfort of his; people [doth the? 

Lord himſeife, profeſſe, whoop pointetheo every one his:raske;: 

and deftinaceth  edang ſo ofhisowne: will: Fits: 


; halifland and feed; :rbe fones. of. 
us 67 Mewkanizen! refer dreſſers of your wines, 16di.6 {qua 
| © od fora this canſe gue 5 Prophet Habacewk dotty cric our 
ſham theirfolliez when «te keto co. bee 
very wiſe and prudent: Reds feth-rban hich 35 nar; Had. 1.6. 
his ,andbe that tadeth pre rdrarhuret cer any makethome 
ſelues pack-horſes, orar-icaſdſervile porters which bow. theit. 
backesroother mens burdens 3 and ſhall be irecompenſedon- 
ly with feeling the weight of the fame. Or let the beftbe made 
of ie, uhdbeircheir owne, yet their owne is nothing but a loade. 
of heavie morter, 'And-this were: well, ifthis wete all; bur 
the worflremainerhco bee ſpoken of, namelie, their. burdens 
of wicked treaſures bee as irwere bags or purſes obtained by 
Realth, orrobberie, ghar ts. re ib Y{ 3-781" into 


_— the now of outward things cannodſuccove 
them in the eimeoftheircalamitie : for fo the Prophet threat. 
neth ;-Neither »beir filuer nor their gold ſhall bee able tod:linen 
A inthe day of the Lordewrath : Zeph. 1.18, Iftheir danger 


grey fromthe heare of mens wrath;there might bee hope har 
wealh 
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 Phlm.497 df _— or to-ranſome theaſelues; for hee Randeth.inno 
5 pea icand athizowne wil <o-bce:diſpoſtdiof. Then 
oppoſe — him, is way of refiſtancey. is Wereahy: 
Iſeds Fn ehefwie ro power 'ut chem to: doe Gadd wha: 
| Pha on, 10.11 wo and much: leſfe cherefore to. maintaine any managainſt 
im, Nay they bec.ſo ſarre from aiding Gofull: men. agaiat 
yaw don Far beemanycimes weapons in their 
: hands roplageechem wich ftroakes 041udgementy(Ichath ne 
er been: heard chat che. purſe hath preſetued che man. from: 
theiword vfche rubber, or the: chelt from clic affavle of the 
theefe': but the comraricfalleth our often, tharmen ber made 
=ſpoile forchcirmonic, and brought torvine; as; a tec. that 
hach.gree Tooce is Suenturned in & mightic, 
cempeſt." But chenrſpeciallyHeth wealehbring wocto wicked 
men, when God awokeb their conſcicnces, to behald «bcir 
odremrks andfalſthoo che heavie puniſhmeve pow 
, rs rity rar ary eh pr mien _ 

j moi and 19: 
foal caft their filuer into the fircetes, and their gold ſhall becast 
afarresff. That which was deareſt totheir hearts before, and 
braughuthemco finnegtbey:rembue furcheſtfiom them Now, 

_ when chryſeele the ſorrow ofit; Aud befides'rhi 

riches/had ſome grearct: vertue,-and pbwer inthemahuns, yes 
they-could fland vngodly' men in no-flead, becauſe they ceaſe 
when miferie begmneth : when death commeth ro men, and 
they come:befoxe che iudgement feate (of Chriſt; the icked 
haue horrible ſorrowes and terrors ypon them, and all thei 
weahhandfubftanceisflced fromtbem.:- ' 

. This theirftate is foreſhewne inthe Stripmmcs, oe hat: 
heasifiewere preſent, or athing paſt; ſeene perſeftheaccom- 
pliſhed imevety point. Forſo che ApoRile witneffſeth inthe; re- 

Revue 6.r5-16 ackciene Thr Kings of the earth, and the rich mew and the chiofe 
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die thenforthe ſoule? Nay, for bodig ſinglie, morethen for 


Verſe PFrOVERBS , 8 
Captaines, andthe mightie men, and enerie bondman, and exery 
free man, bid themſc/nrs in dennes, and the reckes of the 
mountaines, and ſaid 0 the mount aines and rocks, fall on vr,aud 
bide vs from the preſence of bim that ſitteth on the throne, and from 
the wrath of rhe lambe. 0 ft 
 InflruRtion. That we never corrupt our heartsor peryert ove 
waies-to increaſe our eſtate, and augment our wealth. This 
maketh a wound, but miniftreth no plaiſter to heale ir. It will 
affuredly bring trouble and affiction, bur never any frengrh 
and abilirie,citherto prevent or ro beare- it; And therefore ie: 
ſhall be our wiſedome to foreſee the events that will enſue 
ypon any ynlawful courſe of gaining. We would not willing- 
lie enter intoan houſe vifired with the peſtilence though great 
checre were prouided for ys. We would not put on infectious 
apparrel|though they were made of (ilke or fatten, or ftuffes 
thatwere deareſt. And ſhall we be more prouident for the bo- 


bodie and ſoule together ? Nay for mee bodie,more then for- 

bodie and ſoule, and Rate, and namne,and ſeederandpoſteritie?” | 
For,iniquitic will bring a curſe vypon all theſe, and goods pre- 
ſeruenotone of them, | 

Terror to the wicked that thrive by iniuftice, asvſurie;” ops - 

preſſion, or any indire&meanes of getting. Every good man-' 
may ſay ofthe, as /ob did ſay in the like caſe : Ler the come} Tob 21.16, 
fell of the wicked be farre from me : their candle will bee pur our, 

and deftruQtion will come vponthem, vnleſſe they breake off - 

their iniuftice. Alltheir commoditie is to them, as thebairyn-- 

to the fiſh, withthe hooke: as the corne that 1s ſcattered for” 

the birds vnder the net; and as the ſweere ſops that are ſerfor-' 

the rats with poiſon. — 

But righteouſurſſe, 8&t.)] The goodnefſe of a Chiiſtian will Do#Z; 2; - 

worke him that happineſſe which no outward gonds could e- A Chriſtian 
ver procure, This was the meſſage that Habbaconk was ro de Pans havyi- 
liver to the people of God,to confirme them againſt the dan- 26 GY 
gerovus inyafon of the Babylonians, Thar therighreous ſhould 1h? 
live by his faich. Itis oppoſed to the proud conceites of the wic- poogs. 
ked on both fides. Fhe high minded Chaldeans intended” xo Hab 3.4. 

| I: deſtroy ; 


$3 ProveERBS:  ({(baþio: 
deftroy-all; and-the Rubborne hearted Tewes preſumedeo ef- 
eape all deftrution. Now the Lord ſhewed that neither fide of 
them ſhould hane their wils, Forthe faithfullſhould bee deli- 
ueredfrom death, or the cuill of ie, notwichfanding all the 
powerand weapons of the Babylonians. And.ouely the faith- 
full had -afluranceof happie deliverance, notwichſtanding all 
the armour andriches of the Iſraclites. 

Fuſt, the efficacieof the Spirit, and the meric of Chtiſt doth 
freechem-from.the-fieſt death, and givethem a parcinthe farſt 
reſurreKion. For theatre of tho Epheſians is for this putpoſe 
propoſed,that it may be a paterne of the condition of all o+= 
ther Chriſtians : Tow bath be quickned that were dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſames, Epheſ.2.1. : 

Secondlie, the providence and power. of God doth ſhield 
them from the hurefull/{word;which would bring them 46 an 
vntimely cnd.:And they can at all times open heauen gates by 
the key of prayer, and haue accefſe to God in all diſtreſſes. 
Haman was-llercd with riches, and aduanced:o dignirie, and 
backed wich grearfriends: andyert una ſodaine-withthe tur= 
ning of an hand, his life, and power, and wholceſtate was 0- 
uerturned. And <Mordecay was a poore man, a captive, ma- 
ligned and condemned, and came fo neere to the iaves. of 
death; thac afcera ſort it breathed ypon him : yer being a righ- 
{..teous man,and crying torheLord, ke obtained a glorious de- 
liuerance. Jehoſaphat ſeemed to-bein as grear.pertll as eAb.b, 
and Ahab was of as great wealth as /eboſaphat, yer God gaue 
direQiontothe hand of one archer, vnwictingly to ſhaote,and 
tothearrow-to light ypon him, and to fiode a chinke in his, 
armor,and tohit him in ſuch a place,as thorow which it pear-= 
ecd ro his life. And contrariwiſe hee perſwaded the hearts of 
- manie others, who preſſcd ypon /eboſaphat ro withdraw their 
;:hands,and'itolethim alone in [afetic, 

Thirdly, the death of Ieſus Chcift-hath'ſo plucked out the 
Ning,and taken 8way the venome of their naturall death,as 
that itis converted into a quiet and comfortable reſt, 

Fourthly, the ReſurreQtion of Ieſus Chriſt ſhall at thelaſt 
day ſubdue and deftroy this death, that now holdcth their bo- 

dics 


Verſ.7; PROVERWS- 
dieginthe grane; and death ſhall die,andtheyſhallfiueinidn- 
mortalitie and euerlaſting bleſſednes. Nets 


Inftruion to cuery/one to get aſure poſſeſſion of ſound Vſet; 


and vnfained righteouſneſſe, ſuch as will hoid weightin the 
ballance of Gods righteovſneſſe, before: bis/iudgement ſears; 
and therefore let him odſerue theſe three. generall- rules which 
be cffeRuall and necefſatie. Firft,that he put off the old mar, 
with the carnall reaſon and-ſhewes thereof: diſclaiming, for 
authentick and allowable goodnes all connterfcit;naturall and 
6ivill vertues, and-beeclothed with Chriftand his merirs; and 
ſanRified with his holy Spirit, Phil.3.9.10; Secondly, thathee 
make a narrow ſeatch co finde out all his finges,. and that' with 
godly ſorrow andrepemance for the ſame:gbtaining alſo par- 
don and remiffion- for them, through: the. blood of Teſus 
Chriſt, Thirdly, tharhe make a conſcieoce;conflantly;and-ros 
tally to walke inthe commandements of Ged,.endevoring'rs 
pleaſe him in all things. | For hee that leaucrh off well dooing 
in the end, ſhall loſe all theTomfort of his beginning, ' And be 
that is content to ſerve God bur in a part, nay bee ſuſpeRted 
t0 ſerye him ſqundlyinno parte +: dren, tans 4 gl 
Conſolation to them thac-haue attained to'this righteouſs 
neſle, and bee furniſhed with it, in heart 8nd behaviour + they 
are thorowlie armed nor onclic, withthe: breftplate, but. wit 
the whole.and complete armour af God; againſt Satanand all 
bis farces« And ſo hkeyiſe-are they. in ſafctic ſforebecpe- 
rill ofall places ; the violence of all'perſons, and the terrors 
of alltimes- and ſeaſons... When they are in health they neede 
not to feare fickneſſe.; when they are licke, they veedenat ro 
ſeare death ; when they are to. die, they neede: nat: to dreade 
the danger of damnation... | 3 4 54 <A bogs 


Verſ.3..The Lord Will not famiſhthe ſonle of the righteous: but: 
be caſtethaway tbe ſubſtance of the wickga, II 


n He le wor de beeinferred vypon che former; evawacifiret WY 

& a ſecret obieRion, that might be made againſt them:Why 
ſhould.ic bee. thought that-men ger no good Hy.githeriog, ris 
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-ches:in what manner ſoeuer? They: tand chem in fteade in 
rime of dearth and ſcarfity; when others that wane them, 
though neuer ſoiuſt, are like to periſh. Nowhere hee ſhew- 
eth the caſe to bee otherwiſe. Good men are not vnprovided 
of foode becauſe they are vofurniſhed with wealth :.2nd finfull 
men haueno aſſurance of proviſion though they haveriches: 
for the Lord will not famtiſh the ſowles of the righteoxs, that is, will 
nor ſuffer the men themſeluesto Rarue, though they have ne- 
uer(o lictle: But Will caft away the ſubſtance ofthe wicked, that 
is, hee will deprive them-of the poſſeſſion, or vic, or vertue of 
ic when they are in greateſtneede, 
Doe#. The Lord \villuet;&c.] Poore Chriftians bee in bertereſtate 
A poore Chri- then wealthie wicked men, euen in reſpeR of bodily prouiſcon 
tian better .and maintenance. Such a compariſon is made, Pſalm.34.10. 
vm ay that Lioxr, thatis, mightie, irong, arid boyſterous men ſuffer 
worlOlS* :banger,and ſuſtaine want (as was notablie ſeene in the caſe of 
Nabuchadnez.zer, who in the midſi of his greateſt power, his 
ample dominions,and large poſſtfſions, was yet turned a gra- 
-zing like a beaſt, among the beaſts) : Bat rhey that ſeek the 
Lord ſhall want notbing that is good, They may ſometimes bee 
withour that which chey wiſh for, becauſe they may wiſh for 
that which will not well agree withtheir ſafetie. Burt whatſo- 
.eueris good, and their neede requireth ir, that ſhall yndoub- 
.redly be miniſtred'ynto them. . 
© Obie, Bur may not a' godly man die of hunger? ſhall wee 
.condemne all that are aftamiſhed? +4 
eAnſw, There is no doubt but manie men, cuen faithful 
-ſeruants of God in fieges, and extreame dearths &c.be brought 
to their ends, through penurieand want of food ; bur then iris 
good for them ſo co cometo theirend. The Lord doth call 
.them home to heauen by ſuch a meſſenger. Inthelike ſenſe ic 
is ſaid inthe former Pſalm. 34.20. That not one of their bones ig 
broken, that is, to their hurt, or through negleRof Gods pro-. 
uident care over them. But one may haue his bones broken 
and be hewed or ſawed aſunder,in grearmiercie, Heb.11.37.50 
thereis a promiſe to Gods people to preſerue them fromthe 
pefiilence, Pſa/.91.7. and yer many bleſſed ſaints bee raken 


away 
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away by it to everlaſting glorie. Elſe David would nothave gi- 
uen them that teftimony,who ſo died atthattime;calling them 

poore harmelefſe ſheep; or have offred himſelfe to that kind of 
deathto preſeruethem alive. The meaning is then, thatrehigi= 

-ous men ſhallneuer be plagued with the venome and fingof 
ſcarcitie and famine, having it executedasa curſe yponthem; 

as it falleth out with f(inners, 

Firſt, chey haue the good providence of God: continually Reafon 
for them ; his eyes are open to ſee their neede, his cares arc 0« 
pento hearetheir prayers, his hand is open to relieue their ne- 
ccſſities, his treaſurie and rich Rore-houſe is open andable to 
ſupply all their wants. They haue his loue and fauour,they haue 


| his power and ſufficiencie, they hauc his word and promiſe, 


uy have his truth and fidelitie, that hee will neuer faile them, 
eb:135. ; 
Sheoralbpatis wealthy miſers ofthe world havethe handof =, 
God again(ithein, to conſume that which they haue augmen- | 
red, ro ſcatter that which they haue gathered together, andre 
caſtaway that as a curſed thing, which they haue laid vp as a - 
ecious treaſure, They truſt notin him, but make chac their 
ope; and therefore hee will make thatro deceiuerhem when 
they haue greateſtneede ofhelpe. They doubt not bur itſhall 
oe well with them, when others be in extreamitie; and there« 
orethey ſhall bee brought into firairs, when ic ſhall goe well 
with others. And-ſo much the rather, becauſe they doe not one- 
ly glory in their wealth, and lift vp themſclues aboue poore 


* "Chriſtians; but arme themſclues therewith, and make ita wea- 


pon of oppreſſion. 
Conſolation to good men that haue inward Rore of grace, Yſe 1. 

though their ourward fate of money, or other ſubſtance bee 

very ſlender and ſmall : And though their friends ſhould alſo 

faile as well as their wealth, yer they bee neither defticute of 
friendſhip or welfare. Becauſethe Lord himfſelfe is all-ſufſici- 

ent in himſelfe, and moſt neerely vnired, and knie vnto them by 

the bond of fatherhood. The Prophet profeſſed and publiſh» 


_ edhisaſſurancetoall the world, that hee ſhould want nothing; 


in this regard, that God was bis ſheepbeard. Plal, 23.1, And 
Is | how 


62 PROVERB'S Chap.10. 
how can hee poſſibly then bee forlorne, that hath him ro his 
+ father? 'Euen wicked men will be tender of their children, and 
the Beares and Dragons will bee carefull of their young ones; 
Lament.4.;. and ſhall the Godof all goodnefle wichdraw his 
hand to helpe his fonnes and daughcers? eſpecially fithence he 
reacherh irout to miniſter foode roeuery living. creature, and 
amongſithemto his very enemies?-and from his owne kind» 
neſſe, he can bow mens affeRions to be kinde, and make their 
very enemies friends, and friendly ynto them. And letthat fall 
out that the times ſhould bee hard, andthe - prices of vituals 
high, yet Gods tore isnot diminiſhed; nor his plenty abated; 
bur he can afford his family ſufhicientallowance, as wellin the 
deareſt yeares, aswhen things beeatthe cheapeſt. Andthen 
indeed his prouidence is moſi ſcene, aud his goodnefſe moſt 
felt, and the truth of his word moſtcleerely manifeſted. For ſo 
he promiſerh,Pſal. 37.19: They ſhallnot be confounded inthe pe- 
rilous times, and in the daies of famine-they ſhall bane enough. 
Whereof [acob had experience in a ſpeciall mancr: he never fa+ 
xcd betterthen in the yeares of dearth:when all others wanted, 
he abounded :when the Egyptians them(ſeluesthat ſowed the 
_ corne were ready to periſh for want of corne, he with his hou= 
ſhold was plcnteouſly prouides for. among(tthem, and thay 
for _ 
: Terror for them whoſe whole happineſſe doth hang” on 
their riches ; though they be full now ; they may quickely bee 
emptied:andthough they ſcemero want nothing,the curſe of 
God may ſpeedily bring themto bee deſticute = thing; 
So did Mary (ing by the Spirit of Godin her ſong of reioycing; 
Luke 1:5 3:He bath filled tbe hungry With good things,and the rich 
be bath ſent empty.away. And ſo did Hanealſo praiſe the Lord 
forthe ſame, 1. Sam: 2.5. They that were full, are bired forth for 
bread, andihe hungry are no more hired. Apgreatalteration was 
madein theirftates on-both ſides. The poore which laboured 
in other mens worke forwages, were ſufficiently provided for 
at home, andehe rich and wealthy which were-maſters oucy 
many, werecompelled by neede to framethemſclucs ro be 0+. 


Verſeds. PROVERBS. 
Verſ. 4. eA deceitfullband maketh poore: but the band of the 
diligent makgth rich. | | 


His verſe alſo.containeth atranſu er toan other obieRion, 
which might riſe out of the wordes immediately going 
before. If food and maintenance be the giſt of God, and they 
that havelittle ſhall be kept from want, & theythac haue great 
ſtore ſhall be fript of all; to what end ſhould men travaile and 
take paines? the wiſeſt way isto-giue over all labour. Now this 
herefureth by ſhewing the meancs whereby righteous men vſe 
to receiue this- food and provifion fromGods hand, andrhat is 
by ſcdulity and dihgence in their yocations. And therefore he 
demonſtrateth the contrary effeQs of contrarymen; vamely, of 
flothfull perſons, and ſuch as bee induſtrious and paineſull. 
Slothfull perſons fall into two evils : the one is rhe praiſe of 
deccitfulnefle,called here a deceitful hand:the other is the bur= 
then of pouerty, which is a puniſhment inflied vypon them 
both for fraud and idlenefſe. They that bediligent havetheirre- 
ward yeelded vnrothem, that they thrive and prolper bythe la- 
bour of their hands: and though their wealth be nor ſo great in 
quantity, yec thefmalnefle thereof is recompenſed in quali- 
ticand good vic of it; and thereforeis called, preciom riches, 
Chap.x2.27.And ſo they have neither needenor diſpottionts 
give themſclues rodeceirfull ſhifts,as fluggares. 
eAdecenfull hard, &c.] Falſe dealing is no-profitabletrade 
to gaine by, it rather hurteth then helpech them that vſe ir, 
Tending to this purpoſe are many Parables in this booke: as 
Chap. 13.41. The riches of wanitie ſhall bee diminiſhed : they 
may be gotten, bur not long kept, and though they periſh 
not, nox bee taken away all at once, yet they will conſume 
and bee waſted by degrees. And as this event is heere decla- 
red cocome vpon euill gotcen goods ;:ſo inan other place hee 
telleth the miſeele that ſhall overtake the men themſclues that 
ſo filh forthem: Chap. 19. 15. eA deceitfallperſon ſhall be aff a= 
wiſhed. Aswealth will forſake them, ſo friends will faile them; 


.and God will curſe thew, and pouertic will ' opprefſe them, 


Fuft, 
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- PROVERBS. Chap.to. 
” Reaſont, 1» Firſt, the Lord doth hate and curſe both deceit and decei- 
; -vers, as being abomination vnto him : and therefore his dif. 
pleaſure will kindle a fire in their efate ro.conſume them. 
| Secondly, conſider from whence very often this deceitful. 
| neffe proceedeth: from idlenefle and remitnefle of men in their 
call ings; as many texts. do teſtifie, and the Antitheſir eſpecially 
and oppoſicion in the two places before alleadged. Now if fin- 
gle ſlouthſulnes ofic ſelfe will ſo cate vp a mans eftate,as heere= 
after is to be ſhewed;much more when it hath ſuch a compani- 
on totake part with it. And forexperience hereof, looke vpon 
gameſiers,and couſeners,and ſhifters,and all ſuch kind of peo< 
ple, and ſce wherher their owne negligence and vniuſt courſes, 
doe nor like hungry and greedy beaſts,deuour and ſwallow vp 
all their portions. | 

Thicdly,it is a righteous thing with God, ſo torequite ther 
with penurie, thatby fraud and falſhood ſecke ro bring other 
men to it. 

InftruRion. If we be vifned with beggery or needineſſe, (the 
burthen of pouerty prefling vs ſo heauily. tharwe cannot well 
beare it) let vs examine our owne courſes, and call our waies to- 
account, to ſee whether our owne fraud and guile haue not: 
broughtſuch a gueſtto our houſerrand ſo doing,we ſhallcurne 
the poiſon vnto amedicine,and that whichisto others a iudge- 
ment, may bce to vs a fingular mercy to draw vs to repentance, 
from ſuch vnrighteous behaviour. . | 

Secondly, we be yet ſpared from the ſtroak of God, thathe- 
hath not arreſted our ſubſiance, being. forfaired by falſhood, . 
nor depriued vs of the ſame. Lec vs then ſpeedily preuent the 
puniſhment by breaking.offthe fine by repentance, by mer- 
cy,by reformation and reftitutionto theright owners, ſo far as- 
poſſibly.we ſhall be able. | 

Reproofe of their folly which hope to inrich themſcluerb 
deceit and wrongfulldealing, crufting to riſe by that which 
bringeth others to-a fall, and ro turnethar to againe; whichis 
to others a loſle. Bur by triall they ſhall bee taught, that 
may. as well looke to thrive by vatbriftineſle, 2540 increaſe 
their focke by. deceite, or profic.chemſelucs by rapine;, and-- 

wrong: 
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wrong doing, | 

Ob:eft. But itappeareth;that their ſucceſſe is correſpondene 
to their expeRation, the euene proueth that they make gaine 
of it. The Propher teſtifieth, that, e Fs « cage @ fullof birds, ſo Terem.g.17, 
their bouſes are ful of deceit, aud thereby they are become great aud 
waxen rich, 

eArſwere. They may get things into their hands, and yet be 
prevented of the fruition of them. They may haue them for 
atime, and loſe them arthe laſt, as the ſame Propher allo tea- 
cheth : es the Patridge gathereth, or laieth egges,and hatcheth Terem. 19.11, 
wot : ſobe that getteth riches andmot by right ſhall [cane them in the _ 
middeſt of bis na and inthe end die like a feole. They haucnor 
a broode of comforts, ſo ſoone as they fit ypon their neſt ofri. 
ches, they may betroden vpon, or addle, or eaten yp. Euill 
may befall chem before they can doe them any good;or iftheir 
goodsremaine,themſclies may ſoone be remooucd from their 
goods: and inthe meanetimehauethe curſe of God. on ſoule- 
and bodie,which is much more grieuous, then fo be ſmicten in 
outward eſtate, | | | 

But the band of the diligent, &c.) They greatly help theirowne Dot, 
eſtate that are painefull and faitbfull in their yocations, A- A man faith- 
mong many teſtimonies whereby:this point is confirmed, that fulin his cal. 
is to be noted which is inthe thirteenth Chaprerofchis booke; ray wacegy ; 
The foule of the diligent (ball hawe plentie, or bee made fat, as the pgy,,, ,, 
word ſignifieth. Where though by ſoule he vnderflandeth the 
whole man, yet that part is notnamed in vaine. Their bodie 
and outward man ſhall have enough, and the ſoule and inward 
man ſhall be contentand ſatisfied wich enough,and much re 
freſhed by ir. | 

Firft,ic isappointed roman by thedecreeof God, not one» Regſor 1. 
ly as adutie to trauell and labour,but alſoassportion to-exte 
bis bread thereby; and enioythe fruitofhis labour, Gen-3.19. 
Pſalm.128.2.:- 715017 jb p31 ns 
| Secondly, diligence and;painefulnefſe is a ſeruice-to:God, 
andrhey that here hage the promiſe made to them, are ſuch as 


_ performe their worksin conſcience,and obedienceto hiswill, 


and therefore may well. be aſſured of allowanceto mg" 
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them. As for ſuch as worke for the worlds ſake, in pride, and 

- couctouſneſſe, or ypon coaftion and neceſſitic, or for any 0- 
ther ſiniſter reſpe, they may bee ſaid to bee great doers that 
meddle in much dealing, but nothing diligent': and therefore 

' itis no meruatile,though all their toile and craucll doeſeldome 
take any good cffeRt.. 

Thirdly, their paines-ane labours are for the common good, 
they ſerue for the vic and profit of mankind, (for they that 
ſpinne the ſpiders web, and are more bufie then well occupied, 
are norto be counted in the number oftheſe) andcherefore 
ſhall nor faile ofthe benefit of it themſelues. 

Fourthly, faichfull imployment, and paines taking is a me- 
dicine againſt pride, and OI wotke humilitic, and ther=- 
fore makerh'readie the way forall good proſperitie. 

Fiftly, by this meanes they are Lo from vicious compani- 


ons,and finfull exerciſes,and all kind of ſuch vnthrifty courſes, . 
as whereby the Rates of many men come to ytter ruine and on 
verthrow.: | | > 
 InftruGtion toall degrees from the higheſt that firteth on 


the throne, vntothe loweſt that clenſech the chanels, or grin- 
deth at the mil, that euery one attend with heedefulneſſe tothe 
duties of his calling without remiſneſſe or negligence. Art 
thou great, andſubtiantiall, as wee vſe to ſay ? take this way to 
increaſe thy greatneſle, and inlarge thy-ſubſtance; and as the 
mulcitude iches and titles doe-nert diminiſhthy liking and 
eſtimation of.chem, ſo let.ic not\abatethy induſftric and dili- . 
gencein any ſeemely ſeruices. And thou whichart poore, and 
of inferiour place, let it not repent thee-to travaile-in works 
that others peraduenture would diſcdaine to excrciſe, but pro» 
ceede in hope, and know for thy comfort, that iu all labowr 
there is abundance, Chap.14.23. Andalbeitnowthou artatthe - 
commandement of others, and according to their willes art 
wholly vſed in their workes, yet remember that tb#bandof the 
diligent ſhall brare rule, Chap. 12.14: From a ſeruantthoumaieſt 
grow to bee a maſter,froma labourer HK. geB0:6-r 
attaine to bee an officer, and haue oth at thy commande-- 
meat., Bur wharſacucr thy ate prooucto bee amongſt ow. 
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Verſe 5. PROVERBS. 65 
aſſure thy ſelfe of the reward of inheritance from God, for thow 
ſeraeſt the Lord Chriſt: Col.3-24. ; 


Verſ.g. Hethat gatbereth in ſummer 4s a ſorne of underflan. 
ding : and be that ſlzepeth in harueft 55a ſoune of confuſion, 


He drift of theſe words is to teach men to redeeme the 
cime,and make the beſt aduantage of the ſeaſons, compa-- 


. ring opportunitie to ſummer or harveſt, when the fruirs of the 


earth arc ripe, and readie to be gathered; and the perſonsto 
whomir is offered, to husbandmen that'haue commodities 
growing inthe fields. And therefore as we iudge him prudenc 
which ſo Rirreth himſelf, and haflencth his people to cut down = 
his corne,andto inne it whenir is ripe, and the weather is ſea- 
ſonable:ſoGod here calleth him aſonne of vnderftanding that 
is,a wiſe man, which taketh time while time ſcrueth, foranie 
o0d purpoſe and occaſion. And as the world crieth, fie on 
im that (leepeth-in harucſt, thatis, doth no more labour or 
looke to his affaires, then if heewerein a dead leepe, and fo 
ſuſtainerh the loſle of all his croppe, by meanes whereof hee 
ouerthroweth the Rate of all his familie: ſo the Lord termeth 
him aſonne of confuſion, or which bringeth confuſion, that is 
to ſay,miſcry and ſhame vpon himſelfe and his friends, which 
Rriveth not to take his part of Gods bleſſing in due ſeaſon. 


| Iris a matter of greatimportance to make ourvſeof a good nm, 
opportunitic when it is offered, The example of the eat is tO. Opportunitie 

that end propoſed, Chap.6.6. that we might learne of the notto beo- | 

ynreaſonable-creaturzs,and thoſe which are alſo of ns account witted, 


and reckoning. They arcled onely by ſenſe, and inftin& of 
nature; wee hauereaſon that may perſwadetoir; they have 
none to giuethem admonition,or tocallyponthem : we haue 
guides to direQ vs,and the word of God ſcriouſlic inftruting 
vs in the dutie. Andthatisthere commended in'them, which 
incomparablie will be more effeRuallin Chriftians: namelie, 
that wiſedome ſupplieth che defeR of ſtrength,and providence 
effcQtech that which other things cannot bring to paſſe by 
their power, Co 204 


« K 2 Examples 


63 PROVERBS. {bapao, 
Examples hereofwe haue in 7oſepb,who'in the time of great 
plemie, provided againſt the yeeres of ſcarcitic: andin the 
Church of Antiochia, who being forecold of the famine to 
come, made prouifion before hand for the Saints of leru- 
ſalem. - | | 
Firſt, it is a thing pleaſing to God,to accept of his gifts when 
| his gratious hand doth reachthem outvnto vs: and very of- 
ſenfiue to him when wee put by the fauour and kindnefle that 
he maketh offer of. For heetaketh ir, either as a contempr of 
thechings which he would beſtow: orasa conrolment of his 
nitbdome ; as though hee did notſee farre enoughint the fir= 
nefſe ofcuery ſeaſon. | | 
Secondly, the cuentsthatfall out on both fides doe make 
this manifeſt : they that open their hands to receiue, when 
God opencth his to giue, they thar are prepared to accept with 
thankefulnefſe,as he is readiero beſtow in mercie; ſuch ſhall 
haue the bleffings of God confirmed vntothem with new bleſe 
fings: and to them will hee communicate much and often, 
and that which is excellent, which giue ſpeedic entertainmenc 
ro his graces. But on the other ſide, when men hold him off 
with delaies, .and grow nice and coye, and turne his benefits 
backe ypon him, they ſhall be ſoone rid of them, and fript of 
all his mercies : they ſhall call and crie at another time, and 
haue no enſwere, they ſhall ſearch and ſeeke, and finde no 
ſucceſle, they ſhall feele their wants, and faile of ſupplie to re- 
licue them. 192 
Reproofe of them that be euill husbands for themſclues, in 
the things of this preſenclife, pretermitting the precioustime 
of gerting skillin any profitable trade or ſcience, and onelic 
learne the art of yanitie, and bee many yeeres apprentices to 
dogs, and dice,and hawkes, and boules,and roeuery ruffianlie 
companion, that ſhall teach them to ſwagger,and ſweare,ro 
ſwill, and quaffe, and play all the parts of profeſſed Atheiſts. 
And ſoat laſt (their wits being worne our for want of wiſe. 
dome, which would hane no br chem, their firength con- 
famed in firiuing to doe miſchiefe, and ageperiſhing inchem 
as neuer yeeldipg fruit to themſclues,or any others) they come 
; 9 


to that condition as did the Vagabonds that Jeb ſpeakerh of, 


Verſ6. PROVERBS.” 


1 the that euery man will be rcadie to preferre his wa beforethem, = 
Ie to (as io equitie itis fit forthe maſter ro rake the better. hand of | 
lery- the ſervant) and tolet his very dunghill- haue preeminence. 2- i 
| boue them. Their wretched and curſed courſes inmifipendin 2 
vhen their time doc workethemthefulneſſcof woe and miſcrie, an 7 
' of- make them odious and hatefull co God and godly men,and to, 
that ciuill men,and burthenous and loathſome to vngodly and fin. 
X of full men. Secondly,of themthat be ynthriftie for their ſoules, 3 
f his which neuer appliccthemſclues to prepare for another life, be= 
 fit= fore they be departing out of this, - They doe not once. thinke 
of ſecking heauen and euerlafting ſaluation, vntill they. bee 
nake ſinking into hell and perpetuall perdition. They imagine that 
chen earthly things will require longlabourto compalle them, bue 
with Pietic, and grace,repentance,and faith,may be gotten in a mo- 
hall - tent: they be.readie at their will,and their will will be flexible 
leſ- ' totheirwiſh, and neither abilitie, nor will, nor wiſh will bee 
cen, wanting at the time of their deaths. Oh miſerable men, how 
iene longwill their cies be blinded ! How long will their hearts be 
off hardned | Doe they. not percciuc that finne and Satan haue 
efits power ouertheir affeions and defires,and purpoſes, and will, 
&t of andall the faculties of their whole: ſoules? Euen zhis maketh 
and . Ieclearethatiris ſo, becauſe they doenot perceiue itto bee ſo, 
no And iftheir ſoules bee in ſuch bondage and ſubieRion, and 
[Ce held at the wil of the diuelthatnow ip their freſh age & health 
| (thcir ſenſes being more capable of ipſtruQtion, and the mini- 
,in flery of the word readie to yeeld inficuction) they cannot 
ime attaine to ſound and godly ſorrow, and conuerfion: let them 
clic not deceiue themſelues,as though in fickneſſe, and paine, and 
to dotage,and ſenſeleſneſſe,and afteRed blindnes of minde, they 
nie can by cheir owne diſpoſition returne ſigcerely.to the Lord. 
,10 "UF 
ts. Verſ.6. Bleſſmgs are vpon the bead of the righteous: but iniquity 
fc forall coner the month of the wicked, | 
DN= | 


Bis: Thartis, all kind of happineſſe, every good gift 
of God tharis fir for them, as peace,plenty,grace,$& beach, 


70 PROVERBS." Chap.10:; 
&c, All ſhall be ypon the head ofthe righteous:meaning ypon 
the whole ſoule and body of every faichtull holy man.And they 
are ſaidto bee on the head, becauſe they come downe from a- 
boue, and light as it were vpon the head, and ſo deſcend to the 
other parts. But iniquitie, the vengeance of God executed for 
violence and finne, ſhall cover the mouth of the wicked, ſhall 
take away all excuſcs & defences from him. Now here is ſome- 
what vnderſiood in the former clauſe, and expreſſed in thelar- 
eter: and ſomewhat vaderfiood in the latter, and ſupplied in the 
former.Bleffings are ypon the head of the righteous, and there- 
fore doe open his mouth,viz. to praiſe God, and maintcaine his 
o4ancinnocency, and judgements (called here violence or ini- 
quity,by a metonymie ofthe cauſe)they are ypon the head of the 
| wicked,and ſo cloſe vp their mouth, D 
Dot.r. Bl:ſſmgs.&c.] The greateſt reward that God doth giue to his 
BleNſcdneſſe is ſeruants in this life, is to blefle chem. Thar is very ordinary with 
thepreareſt the Prophets in the Pſalmes, and other places of Scripture, in 
prot God \iſhing well ro the Church, to pray for this, and in gratulati- 
AISKTUan's. onstocommend it, and inthankfulnefſe to God to acknows 
ledge ic. As inthe fift Pſaline, verſe 12. defiring the comfort and 
ioy of faithfull men,and praying the Lord co worke it in them,” 
he ſheweth whar iuft cauſe they had to be ſo affeRed : For thow 
Lord(faith he)wilt-bleſfſe the righteons, ard with fanonr Wilt com- 
þ4ſſe bim as Yetth «ſhield. | / 
Firſt;ſuch bleflings as arc here ſpoken of, be ſure teflimonies 
Reaſel1. gf Gods loue, and proceede meercly from his graciovs good- 
nefſe: they are infallible pledges of his fauourzas it appeareth:iia 
the words ofthe Pſalme laſt quoted. 
2 Secondly, they bee prerogatiues peculiarly appropriated to 
odly men: for ſaith he in an other place; S2/nation belongerh to 
the Lord, and thy bleſſing ts vpon thy people. It isalwaics accompae» 
nied with ſaluation : none are blefſed but ſuch as are ſaued; and 
none arecirher bleſſed orſaued, but ſuchas arethe people of 
God. S 
Thirdly , they haue all good things infolded in them, 
__ readilic according eo our neede aze miniſtred ynto-vs: 
cut. 28, L 


Vs 


Fourthly, 
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PROVERBS.: "Hh 
Fourthly, Gods bleſſings doe ſeaſon all proſpericie and the 
gifts thatit bringeth,and maketh them comfortable;and all ad- q 
verſity,and maketh irprofitable:whereas the curſe doth poiſon 
both to the wicked, 

Inſtruction. That whereas we deſire to have the Lord powre Yſe 1, 
this heauenly gitt ypon vs; fo letvs obſcrue the conditions that =» 
he doth preſcribe to them which ſhall receive it. Let vs ger ho« 
lineſſe into our hearts, and bleſſings cannot chuſe but bee yp- 
on our heads : let righteouſneſſe haue place in our ations 
and behauiour,, and peace will haue force in our ſoules and 
bodies. | | 

Conſolation to allrrae hearted Chriſtians, that have this 2 

bleſſed gift of Gods bleſſing, He that may truely be ſaid co poſ-- 

ſeſſe the bleſſing, cannot poſhbly ſay how much he doth poſ- 

ſeſſe : The varictie of hiscreaſure is vnſpeakeable; his ſubſtance 
exccedeth all eſtimation; his inheritance is endlefſe, and with- 

out all bounds and limits.” Though we ſhould br as muck mo. | 
lefled with malitious menas Darid and Paul were,and as much "= 
afaulced by Satan and tried by Gods owne hand, with lofles 

or bodily infirmities, as /ob was; yetif wee bc blefied of God as 
they were, what cauſe canthere be of feare, or griefe, or diſcon- 

tenement? The bleſſing bringeth ſtrength for. ſupportancein 

them; the blefing bringeth iffue and deliverance our of chem;: 

the bleſſing worketh: the right yſe of then; the bleſſing yeel- 

deth a plencifull reward of comfort, and good profperitie in... 

this life; and of glory and cucrlaſting happinefle in the life-ro + | 

come, | | | 

When God emrethrinto judgement wirh' wicked men, hee Do#F. 2; 

will cauſethe plague ſoro- manifeft their (innes, that they ſhall Wicked mens 
not beeable co deniethem. Though bypoctites can makethe fin ſhaltbring 
greateſt ſhew,, and vſvally bee moſt forward-to ſpeake for '**® ” 
themſelues; yer: when God-found aut-rhe-difſembler in;the _. 
Goſpell, and called him toe reckoning-forintrading himſclfe Mac:n2. 1 av: 
to his feaſt without a wedding garment, he was flricken dumbe 

and ſpeechleſſe, he could plead nothing for himlelfe, Zaman 
Nanding oncly before the miniſter of Gods vengeance, hauing-' 
beca before thartime his greateRt friend, yer when Heres Heſt:7:6;"- 


Pſal. 50.21. 
Rom,z3-19. 


Reaſ. 1. 


- nuations; orif we hauethar way faulced already, let ys ſpeede 


ee ne Frovanns  Cheto. 
-cuſed him of his falſe and cruell praQtiſes, hee ſtood mute and 


'couldnotreply. He'that artempred to ſtop the mouth of Mor 
'dec4s,had his own mouth ſtopped with his violence. And there= 


fore when God himſelfe commeth to indite men, and to ſe 
their ſonnes in order before them, all monthes ſhall be ſtopped and all 
the World ſoallbe calpable before bim. No f(infull and varegene- 
rate perſon, which hath no right to plead Chriſts merics, can 
poſhbly ſpeake any thing to iultifie himſelfe. 
Firſt, that the Lord may hauehis words vyerifiedto bee all 
true and righteous, and his dealings alſoiuſtand holy : Pſalm. 
51.4 And for this cauſe, howſocuer finfull men haue their 
mouthes ſhut yp at his judgements, that they can ſay nothing 
for themſclues; yet he doth ſometimes open their mouthes, to 
draw out a confeſſion againftthemſclues ; as in the caſe of /#- 
das, and Pharas, and eAdonibezch, Matth. 27. 4. Exod. 9.27 
Iudg. 1.7. 
Secondly, in regard of theeleR ſinners,that ſeeiag the fione 
and puniſhmentmixed rogether, and themſclues guiltie ofthe 
one, and worthy ofthe other, they may bee humbled and dri- 
uen to repentance. So were /oſepbs brethren frighted and 
brought to make this confeſſion ; hat ſhall ve ſpeake ? and haw 


ſhall we inftifie our ſelues ? God bath found out the wichedueſſe of thy 


ſernants : Gen. 44-16. - 


Thirdly, it makerh the torments of the reprobateto bee ex- 
ceeding fearefull and terrible. 


-- Fourthly,it is for admoniticn to others to take heed by their 


examples. This hath Zachary,chap.1.4,5 ,6,&c. Be rot hg your 


- fathers, that would not beare the Prophets. Where are your 


fathers? Didnot my words take bold of them ? andthey returned, 


_—_ ſaid; As the Lord bath determined to doe onto v1, according to- 


our owne \vaies and works,fo hath he done. + 
© * Fiftly, forthe ivy and comforrof Gods people, ſeeing the 


Lord vndertaking their cauſe, and executing his wrach-ypon 
their enemies. laptes | 


Admonition, n6tto venture to commit ſuch fines as wee 
can cloake and colour by denials, defences, excuſes, orexte- 


our 
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Bf. _P&OVERBS. 4 
our confeſſion, leſt the Lord haſten his plagues' to! compel 


ys vnto ic ; oriſweewillnotbe brought coacknowled ethem 


our ſelues, the ikudgements and eurſes-which hee will ſend 
forth, ſhall openlic publiſh and declare (them. And chere- 
fore itis good toiudge our ſelues, that hee may ſpareys: ro 
open our mouches fora free confeſſion,and to ſhut them from 
leflening of our offences; So did /ob, Chap. 39.37. Behold, 1 
am vile: What ſhall 1 anſwere thee?” I will lay my band'vyon 
mouth, Once hane 1 ſpoken, but 1 \vill anſwere no more: yeatwiſe, 
but I'will proceede no further. And that on doth God pro- 
miſe to his people by che' Prophet Ezec 


thou maiſt remember, and be aſnamed, and nencr open thy month 
any more : becauſe of thy ſhame, when [ am pacified towards thee, 
for all that thos baſt done, ſaith the Lord God. 


Verſ.7. Thememoeriall of the iuſt ſhall be bleſſed : but the name 
of the Wiched ſhall rote. > 


"Fl is one particular of the bleſſings mentioned in the for- 
mer verſe,that that which is deareſt toa man, as his name, 
ſhall be in cftimation, and good account. The remembrance 
and mention of him being abſent aliue, and when heeis dead, 
ſhall be acceptable;and with his praiſe and commendation:But 
the name of thewicked is curſed, and therefore had in harred 
and decrefiation, euen as much loathed as the flinke of his car- 
caſe, thac liech rotting inthe graue, | 


Thecredir and hoftour of good men will grow. to bee bet- 7, 
ter, and the reputation of ſinners will bee turnedinto ſhame. age 
Onely godly men haue good names, and iris one difference g,owin cre- 
that God purterth berweene them and the wicked, that they git: bur ſin- 
bee bleſſed herein peculiarlie,” and all others excluded from ner5 glory 


the benefir of it. Such a' threatning doth /ſaias denounce a- "9's penny 


gainft the wicked : Tow ſbal! lrane your name as a curſe to my the= 
ſen : for the Lord God ſhall ſlay you, andcall bis ſernants by a new 
»ame, Though finfull men bee magnified of finners, yer they 
ſhall be made abominable to- Saints, andthatis the greatet? 

| L reproch; 
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tel: Iwill eftabliſh wy Exech.16, 
Conenant With thee, and thox ſhalt know that { am the Lord, that 62.63. 
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reproch: and though good men bee deſpiſed of the world, 
yer God will give them glorie, and) increaſe ir, andvourhſate 
them the cicles,notonely of his ſeruants, batcuen of his qwne 
children, i 3: 6 ſhuldoq wigs iy. rot 

Firſt, they all, and'none butthey; are; iieredirewith God 
and good men, and that onely isto be accounted true honours 

Secondly, the graces of ſound hearted Chiiſtians will inore 
and. more appeare and ſhine our, andrheſcerec finnes of hy» 
pocrites, and other cuill men will bediſcouered, and: broug 
tolight, and both ſorts ſhall hane eſtimation intime,accor- 
ding to their behauiour : which Saift Pawl meanerh, when he 
ſaith, That as ſome mens /inncs are open before hand,and goe before 
onto indgement : ſo ſame other mens fallow after.Likewiſe alſo that 
Food th Kaſ manifeſt before hand, and:tbey that ere atherwiſe 
cannot be bid, 1. Tim.$.24«<25.. .. 

Thirdly, glory is an vnſeparable companion of goodnefle: 
and ſo is ſhame of kane: for God liathioyned: them together, 
and therefore hee that hath one of them cannot bee withour 
the other. | 

. Confuration of their error, that hope to become honoura- 

ble and famous, andto leaue a name behind them, by fleſh- 
ly courſes : Some'by getting much, and raiſing vp their hou- 
ſes,and performipg great. exploits. Bur the wnhappie ſucceſle 
of their yaine expectation is noted in the-Pſalmes,.chat thovgh 
they thinks their bonſes and habitation: ſhallContinge from genera. 
tion to generation, andealltbe Landes by their names, yet they foal 
not continue in konour, but periſh like beaſts:thae dic of the mur. 
raine. Who inallthe world preuailed:liketo Nebnchadnenuer, 
in Nebachaduezzers time? and yet howſocuerhe was applau- 
ded and admired at the firft, hee was derided and exploded 


_ at the laſt, and made a prouetbe, and parable of-reproch. 


Some by fine wit and policie, and dexteritic in ſpeaking. Buc 
ler Achitephel and Herod be examples to theſe,the onein-coun- 
ſell was wonderfull deepe, and hisſpeeches were as ozacles, 
and yerwe repute him notto be a nan of famous memary;bur 
behold in him the very image and figure ofinfamic, The-o. 
ther for his eloquent oration was dcificd ofthe people, and 
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with a concordant acclamation extolled fora god; but yet as 
'God laid's prefenr firoke vpon his bodie, and delivered bis 
life into the power of baſe vermins; to gnawout bis bowels ſo 
heelaid a continuall curſe vpon his name, which will cleaue 
wynto it for euer. Some' others by hypocrifie, and prerence of 
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mercie and ities and yer withour all conſcience orloue of <i- - 


ther, But praiſeſo purchaſed, is ſubicatro aines and lofſe of 
colour. The Phariſes had obtained the opinion of goodnefſe, 
'podlinefſe, righreouſneſſe, and of all vercue, They were al- 
moſt of al men,thoughtto be the moſt holy men:and can there 
be now greater indignitic offered co a man,than tocall him a 
Phariſee ? forthar name carrieth in ie the perfe paterne of 
pride, hypocrifie,and palpable diffimulation, | * 1 - 
\.  Conſolation'to righreous-men that Ged vndertakerh the 
proteRon of their names: itis notinthe' power of apy crea- 
ture roſpoite thern of theircredic and reverence: it is as ſurelie 
preſerued as their ſaluation': as their life is everlaſting, ſo isthe 


ainiable remembranceofthem. The righteous, ſaith the Pſal- Pla. x13,6; F 


1hift hal be badin an exerlaſting remembrace.The Prophets;and 


of 


S 


Apoſites, and Chriſt himſelfe, and good men'in their rimes | 


were euillſpoken of, and now hauve'a moſt bleſſed memorial, 


And ſo of later yeeres, itwas a great dignitieto bee a Folſty, . 


or « Gardiner, or others that: were of great place, and cruecll 
diſpoſition, 'butr'now wee revererice the 'names of Cranmey, 
Ridhe, Latimer, Hooper, Bradford, and the meaneſt of them 
that ſuffered forthe Goſpell of Chriſt, though they were then 
condemned/ for heretikes''The'Apofile Perer encouragerh 
vsto be bold and 'theerefiill rbowgh wee ſhould bee railed vpon 
for Chriſt bis ſakg : for the Spirit of God is - Spirit of glorie, and 


that is giuento vs ard reſterh vpon vs, and who-ſhall'remove 


it from vs ? Nabother name was in great hazard to beeblemi. 


ſhed, when hee was connied, and executedfortreaſon; and 


blaſphemie, and Ho meanes left in appearance; to cleate his 


innocencie: yer God Knowing it, hath' made ys to know ir, 
andthe ſhort ſhame that hee bare foratime, is turned to a du- 
zable konour through all generations, | 

| | L2  Verſ®, 
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Ver(.8. Thewiſe in brars will yeceine commundements : but the 


_ fookſe intalkg ſoall be beaten... \ + ' 


T*bewiſein beart, &c.] That is, ſuch as have ſaving know. 
ledge,and conſcience wil receine commandements,wil heare 


and obey the word of God without replies and cauils againſt 


it: but the fooliſh in talke, hethat abuſerhhislipsto — 
and frivolous obieRions, hel bebeaten,that is;ſhal be plague 
for his contempt. 

The ſenſe will be plaine, if the ſupply be madein both clau- 


' -ſes ofthe oppoſition, in this manner 2 The wiſe in heare-will 


Doft. 


. - Men muſt 


obcy where - 
God com- 
mands.. 
James 1.19+. 


readily recciue commandements,and therefore ſhall be rewar- 
ded: butthe fooliſh in heart will bee fooliſhin talke torcieR 
commandements,therefore he ſhall be puniſhed. 

We oughtto beetratableto the will of God;without refi- 
Ring or gainſaying. To this dutie Saint /ames doth admo- 
niſh vs, ſaying : Let exery man be ſwift to bears;end ſlow toſpeake: 
his meaning is not. to perſwade.men to comeſuddainly,'and 
raſhly cothe word without preparation: but to/hearken defi- 
rouſlic,with reverence and attention. when they are'prepared, 
and not to picke quarcls againſt that which is delivered,vn- 
aduiſedly and out of a ditempered; afeQion, but ypon macure 


_ deliberation with.a mind. willing £0 bee reſolued, to propoſe 


| Reaſon E 


Vſe 1. 


their doubts, 44 

Fuſt,the Lord hath abſolute authoricie over vs : and there- 
forc he iutly may lay his commandements ypon. vs. 

Secondly, his whole. will, and:all his wates: ate perfeRlie 
righteous : and thereforeto take exception againſt them muſt 
needs beynrighteous, | 

Thirdly,they are alrogether full of wiſedome : and therefore . 
none but fooles will preſume to charge them with folly. 

Inftrutionrocalt off and temooue away the finfull luſts 'of 
our harts,the fleſhly diſcqurfe of carnal reaſon,and the reſolme 
and ſetled purpoſe of any wicked way. For al theſe wil imbirter 
the ſoule,and whet the tongue to withſtand and reſiſt the holie 


' commandementsof Gad : Iam,1.21. 1,Pet.2:1. TJer.44.16.17.- 


Reproofe 
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Reproofe of them that are willing to receiue the. promiſes 
of God, but nor the Commandementrs :-or if they doe, itis in 
ſuchthings as bee agreeableto theirowne will, orat leaftnor 


contrary'to it-So they dealt with-[erewmiab, intreatinghim to de- ler. 42.10, _ 


clare ynto themallchatrhe Lord ſhould ſay, and they would 
doe it; and they would have bin as good as their word,if he had 
incouraged themo take their voyage into Egypr,whether they 
were bent to goe : but when he difiwaded them from itby ex- 
prefle prohibition and threatnings,they grewto anorher poine; 
that it was not God which ſpake that, but Jeremiec; and /eremie 
did not ſpeakecruely,but falſly; and ic was not of himſelfe, bur 
from Barwcb; and Baruch had no good meaning init, but to de- 


- liver them into the hands of the Caldeansto be flaine, or carri- 


ed away captiues: Jer.43.2,3s | 

Confolationforthem that ſubmit chemſelues to learne and 
obey the doRtrine of Gods wil,though it many times doe crofſe 
them in their affections and deſires,in their reaſon and conceits, 
;in.cheirpleaſuresand delights, in their profics arid commodi- 
ties: this manifeſtech true wiledome, this declareth a faichfull 
heart, this giueth a cleere teſtimony of finceritie. The rich yong 
man attained not eo this;nor Herod went fo farre:though he did 
many things by /ohns per(wafion, yet hee would not conforme 


himſelfe as rothe will of God,to doe euery thing,or to Jeauc e-" 


uery thing according as. hee required : Matth.19.22. Marke'6, 
17.18,20, 

Terrour for the braue gallants of our age which exerciſe 
their ripe heads and freſh wits in wreflling with the trueth of 


God, and take it for a glory to giue it a foyle. But howſoeuer 


their prompt wits,and ready tongues,together with artand Sa- 
rans aſſiſtance, may ſometimes perplexe and trouble a poore 
Chriſtian, yet ſhall they nothing preuaile againſt Chriſt and 


his verity, nor gaine any thing at his hands, but ſhame and - 
puniſhment. lr were fafer for chem to incounter with tenne - 


Samſoxs, then to trie their manhood with one point or article 
of Gods holy doctrine. But their caſeis worſt of all, which ob= 
flinazely, peruerſely, and of wilfullmalice doe reieR all that is 
taught them out of the-word. It is 1 vaine toadmoniſtrther, 
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- PROVERBS.” Chap; 10. 
as the Prophet ſaith, Hoſ. q. 4. Thy people are az they that robukg 


| the Prieſt: that is, preſuwpcuous perſons, finning with an high 


hand,in refuſing to heare,orbedireted by chePriefl;thE ofthe 
law; Deut. 17.12. 0r to giuecaretothe Miniſters of theGoſpel 
now:but contentiouſly diſobey the ruth, & ſo bring vpos their 
own ſonles indignation & wrathtripulation and anguiſh. Rom.2.9. 


Verſ. 9. Hethat walkethwprightly, wakketh boldly : but bee that 
pernerteth bis waies ſpall be knawne. .. | 


E that walketh vprighthy. That is, doth carefully looke to 
his waies with an honeſt heart:walke:b ſarely;having both 


- theafteQion, and ground, and effeRs of Chriſtian boldneſle: 


but be that pernerteth bis waies : that is, dothallow himſelſe' itt a. 
ny courſe, though neuer ſo ſecretly : ſhall berknowen ; his finnes 
ſhall be deteRed. | G2þ9 


The ſenſe ofthe whole verſe may be thus .cxprefſed; He that 


 walketh vprightly, walketh ſurely ; becauſchis faichfulnefſeſhall 


be knowne to his praiſes end bee that pernerterh bis waies,wtl- 
_ dangerouſly ; becauſe his leaudneſle ſhall beknowneto his 
aine, 
All ſound fafety and boldneſfſe proccedeth from finceritic of 
heart,and integritic of life.Euery religious man that fearerhthe 


Lord, haththis promiſe, Pſal:x12,7,8. That noexill ridings ſrall 


make bim afraid becauſe he beleeneth in the Lord. If all the world 
wouldrell him of perill, when God himfſelfe doth warrant him 
ſaferic,he will give moſtcreditto him that hath moſt truth, and 
moſt power alfo ro diſpoſe of all events: And his heart is not as 
a pole that is pitched yp,ora flake that is ticked 'vp,which eue- 
tic band may plucke awry, er cuery blaſt of wind may blowe 
downe;nor like a dry wall withoutaquoine or buttreffe,or any 
other binding to fortificit : butiris fixed and eſtabliſhed asa 
tree thatis well rooted, and groweth firongly, or & building 
that hath a ſure faundation, and Randeth faſt, and ſo is freed 
from feare and all flauiſhterror. 

Firlt,his heart hath Gods owne eye to bcholdit, and his Spi-= 
rit to teſtifie the faithfulneſſe of it, and ſo receiverh comfort 
= £ from 
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from him, as [ob did,. when it thEconflidence of his cauſe. 
conſcience he ſaith;O that 1 had ſorne to heare me:bebold my 
that the it wil witneſſe for me though wine adverſary, 
Write abeoks agtinſt me.Whereas contranwile, the hearts ofhy- 
crites, being ſearched by him, arc found moſt fraudulent and 
deceitfull. | os 
Secondly, the courſe of their ations is ſuch as will endure 
light, and: the more they are examined, the betrer they will 
prouc,and therefore they neede'nor feare any might or malice, 
or cuuning aduerſaries that ſhall ſceke their diſgrace. And vp- 
en the aſſurance of this the Prophet profeſſerh his vndaunted 
courage and 0 ene Ke challenge alſo to his:calumni- 
ant cnemie who 
Ihnow that [ ſhall not br aſhamed. He ts neere that inſtifierbh me who 
will contend with me? let vs ſkandtogetber : who is mine aduerſary ? 
let bim come neere tome. And thoughtheir enemies for atime do 
falſly anderthem, yer the Lord in'due ſeafors will maky their 
righteauſueſſe ar cleere ai the noanr day. Pſr1,547.6, 
Thirdly, tlicir bodies and Rare are in Gods cuſtodie, and hee 
hath yndertaken the defence and preſeruation of them; as hee 
promiſeth,Chap. 3.26. The Lord ſhall be for thing aſſuranct, and 
ſhall preſerue thy faote from taking: Wherexsthe wicked ate out 
of Gods proteRion,and goe perpetually in peril. Sagar” 
\ Fourchly,their ſoules are prepared fordenth and the ivdye- 
ment ſeate of Chriſt; and therefore more defire to be diſſolued,. 
then are afraid co here of theneercnefſe of their diffolucion:; 
whichis contrary inthe wieked, who al their daics are in bondage 
tothe feare of death anddamnation:; Heb, 2.1 5. * £4 


InnficuQion:togerapparentiand euident reſtimvnies of vp- Ve tr, 


righenefſe, which will make our lives comfortable, ,and keepe 
off many miſerable vexations and horrors that come ypon x 
wicked. And this wee ſhall doe if wee labourto know all thar 
God would haue vs to learne, and to indevor co practiſe altthar 
we know, and confeſke to God all that wee faile torpratife : 
for ſo farre as. we are willingly ignorant of any daetie; 'or care- 
lefſ to perfortne ic,or ſecure when wee negleRir,and gonceale 


eurfinnes, notacknoyledging thetn thar the Lord 'mayremit Plal.32.2,24 
them, 


and E> 
Pene, lob 31.35, : , 
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them,ſo farre wecome ſhort of a good conſcience. 
Re .abroad,or ſtay ar home; whether they bee in company wich 0+ 
thers,or alone by themſelues; whetherirbe in the day, ori the 

- night; whether they be waking, orfleeping ; they are well afſu- 


4 by, 


N At ot - ot 
% oY a AS Tr -1 "- 44 « Pa, 
- 4 ” : * yy : x - 
: S” on <> £2 IDE - J : _ -_ _ = 4 x 
4 Oo , : e : . 
, , v c - 
4 F. .- Td , 
* - - : , * 3 


Conſolation for all chatbe ypright, that whether chey walke 


red of certaine ſafetie. 

Terrour for ſinfull men, whoſe conſciences bee ar allcimes 
readie to aſſaile chem. Naturall courage will not helpecthemin 
the time of extremity. How many ſeeming very yaliant, as Sawl 
for example, haue through deſperate feare, laid violent hands 
ypon their owne bodies? Andlet power and courage concurre 
rogether, yet both will be inſufficienttqfirengthen a heart that 
Gods iudgementand their owne guilcineſſe doe weaken. As 
Balſhazzer being bold to defie Cyrws, andto bidde bartell to 
the Lord himſelfe, prophaning his holy veſſels in deſpight of 
him : yer now inthe middeſtof iollitie, amongſt his friends in 
his owne houſe, in-a Rirong Citie guarded with an hoſt of ar- 
med ſouldiers, hee was ſo frighted and terrified, that his 
countenance was changed , his heart was reſolued into da- 
Rardlineſle,the ioynts of his loynes were looſed, and his knees 
{mote one againſt anocher. And what was it that ſo daun- 
ted him? the fight of an hand writing ypon the wall. : There 
were neither more enemies, nor fewer friends, nor any '0- 
ther altcration then before : but God wakened his conſci- 
ence, and his conſcience ſhewed him his guiltinefſe,and all co- 
gether threatned his deſtruction; and hereby his great cou- 
rage was ſo-quickly killed. And this alſo may ſeruetocake away 
the vaine confidence of fooliſh men that. bee bold to:commir 
iniquitic, and. yet looke to eſcapethe reproachof it.» hoping 
neuerto be found out. Butthey forgetthar the Apoſile ſaith, 
that mens {fianes come to light in diuersmaners, ſome preſent- 
ly vponthefaR,iome long after, ſomeintheir life time, ſome 


. afcer they be dead, ſome reſeruedrothelaſtday; bur ſo, that all 


ſhall certainely be manifeſted one day. Caine had as faire poſ- 
f:bilitie and likelihooe to cover his crucltie, as ever ary ſinner 
had, or poſſibly can haue to conceale his offences, no man bur 
.himſclfe knowing of.it, no circumſtances being to fift ir our 


by,ifhee would keepe his owne counſel! ; and yetwhat fad al. 
moſt is more notoriouſlie knowne and publiſhed, and tHi 
with derefiation,then his murdering 6f eAbe!/? Anditis nat to 
be imputed to his owne fillineſſe, or eleſnefſe- of his najtis 
and credit, as though negligentlic hee had diſcouertd icHitri: 


ſelfe ;forhe would have hidir from the Lord, 3nd cqnſequthts 


liefrom all men, if he'could haue fo carried theater,” * * 


Verſ.10. Hee that winkgth with the exe worketh ſorrow; and he 
that is fooliſh in talkg ſhall be beaten. ve 191 016195bid 
"2 confirmeth the'latter clauſe of the formerverſt,' Thir 

they that pervert their waies ſhall beknowne, though they 
doe it never ſo ſecretly, which is neant bythe winking ofthe 
cie. Yer by thig ir ſhall appeare that ic is knowne, becauſe ic 
ſhall bee puniſhed. For as they praGtiſe miſchiefe againft'o< 
therb,and many times workethem ſorrow: fothey certathelie 
bring miſehſefe on. their owne heads, and procuteforrow'to 
their owne ſoules. And'yer all winking is not condeinined: 
but that which' rendeth to hurt, when men winkewiles. The 


Apoflle beckned or winked at fob that he ſhould aske who loh.13.24; 


it was that ſhould betray Chriſt, andyerthis was well done'of 
him for tieſhewed a reverend regardofChrift; that he would 


not bee loud and audacious in his preſence. If theyperuerr - 


their waies openlic by beeing fooliſh in fpeech; open iudge- 
ment ſhall be execured vpon them for their open finnes, and 
thereby their mouthesſhall be Ropped.. LITE 


Ic is not ſafeto yſe any member of the bodie, orany gefiyre DoF. 
thoughneuer ſocloſtlie,to 'commitfinne; The ſonnes of Pe. Sinne muſt 
lial, ynthriftie perſons, are ſo deſcribed by their behagtour* ane hve no al- 
threatned co bee puniſhed: Chap.6.12.13,14-15. He Wathgth ee 


wich a frond month; bee make rh « fignrwith bis elet, bey finiſh 
eth with bis feete, bee inftrufteth with bis fingers, &<. The | 
ſrallhis deſtruttion come ſpeedily: hee ſhalt bre deffroged ſuddeniic 


without recomerte, 


They are markes and meſſengers of a finfull heart within, Reaſons 1+ 


as inthe ſame Chaprer,yerſ,14. Leawd things are. in bis beart he. 
imaginerh exill at alltimet. _ © ALS one Th 


M Second- 


Foſs, Proverys,s— % _ 
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$2 - PROVERBS. vap.10, 
- Secondly,great hurt is done by ſuch geſtures and fpecches 
and other like bchauiour, © | 

_ Thirdlie, the members of our bodies, as cies, and congue, 
and ſuch like, were cr@ted Co the ſervice of veg arc ree 
quired co. bee wee rigphtconſueſſe againſt finne, and nor 
8 j finge,againft opt ghreouſneſle: Rom.6.39. 

To looke well to: euery one of them, thatnone of them bee 
in pay with Satan, or luſt, or malice, to fightthe batrailes of 
the fleſh, againſtthe word and fpitit of God. The Lord' for- 
biddeth to ſet « foote to\vards the breach of the Sabbath: or to 
ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſſe,. or tolift wp 4 finger tocrutltieor 
bard dealing : Iſai.$8.4-9-13» Fr 

Ferror 7M them that haue the members. of their. bodies 
as armed rebels againſt the Lord, all following a-fiafull-heare 
which is.their captaineand leader, | | yl 
. Conſolation to the ſeruints of God, tharthe Lotd.bchok- 
deth cuerie looke ofthe wicked aduecrſaries,cuery beckezeuetic 
nod,andall their plots.and praQtiſes, and therefore euerie one 
ſhall be fruſtrate and defeated. And ſothethe Lord hearechthe 
boaſts and inſultations, the threatnings and ſlaunders,and all 
kind of hurtfull calumaniations, that are breached out again 
bis people, hee will rake their cauſe in hand,and thoſe virulent. 
tongues that haue beaten others with falſe accuſations, 'and 
lies ſhall be beaten them(ſelues with-the rod of his vengeance; 
and the innocencie of the righteous ſhall bee cleared bythe. 
puniſhment inflited vpontheir enemies, 


Verf. 11. The mouth of of a righteous man i 4\velſpring of life: 
but iniquiie conereth the month of the wicked... 


:N Iſrael, and in the countries bordering vpon it, it'was a: 
great benefit ro haue wels of water, both forthe vſe of men 
and of the cattle, andtherefore things of great: account be ma- 
ny times compared to them in the Scriptures, and here the 
mouth of a righteous man is ſo called in a double reſpetg both 


' forthe conſtancic of good conference (according to the fimili- 


tude, for ſuch ſpripgs as were contiauall, and would hold our 
as 


; water: Gen.26.19. avalſo, and eſpecially for the good effe 
firme and refreſh the life of the ſoule, The latter part'of the 


as well in ſommer 25 in winter, were ſaidro. be wels fling 


tharthey be inſtruments ſomerimesro he get, & vſually to con. 


verſe hath been expeundedin the fixt verſe. | 
The expoſition ftandeth thus z The mouth of a righteous 
man doth alwaies flow with wholeſome wards; and therefore 
ſball bee continued open with bleſſings: Bur the mouth of a 
wicked man doth alwaies flow with hurtfull words: and thete- 
fore ſhall be Alopped with violence. $7 wht > 
The month of the righteous, &c.] A good man'is never bar- 
ren of good ſpeeches. Itisgiuen as a precept by the Apoſflle pn 
to the Coloſſians, 4.6. that their ſpeech ſhould bee alwaies have cucr 
gracious,and poudred with ſalt, thar is, holy and wholeſome good words, 
forthe marter, anddiſcceete and ſcaſonable for the manner, 
which is not onely a commandement deliucred by God, as 
athing that oughrto bee: bur a duerie in exerciſe and praQiſe 
with all godly Chriftians, | 
Firſt, che law ofthe Lordis in their heart, and thereforethey Reaſons 1 
cannot chooſe but talke and conferre of it : Pſalm. 37.30.31. 
Secondly, theirloue to God and the conſcience of their, Ju- 2 
tie conſtraineth- them to- praiſe him for his word andnature, 
and workes : and to make his glorie appeare ynto others. 
Thirdly, they vſe it as ameanes to refreſh their owne hearts, 3 
and to procure helpe byÞrayer, and ſuch other cxerciſes, for 
the ſupplicofall their wants of ſoule and bodie. | 
Fourthly,theirloue to their brother, and defire to have men 4 © 
brought ro everlaſling life, doth fſtirre them to teach and cx- 
hore,to rebuke and admoniſh, ro.comfort and encourage, and 
eucry way to helpe them to ſaluation. » bot 
Confuration of them who aſctibe theabilitie of conference 7; x, 
and praycr wholly ro men of wit and learning, that therefore 0 
they can ſay nothing becauſe their education hath not been in v4 
ſuchexerciſes,it belongeth to Preachers and Miniſters. Bur the | 1: & 
boly Ghoſt doth impure it to righteouſneſſe heere, and to « 50 
theefficacic and power of the ſpirit, Zach.12:10. / willpomre -. - +44 
vpen the boſe of David, and ow the * ona of Teruſalems rhe” 4 jr 
3 ſpirie Ne 


6 ProvVeRBS.: © {bapio, 
ſpirit of erace and prayer.” Hee ſaith not they ſhall attaine vnto 
"wed 2 aire prayer, which —_— men may get by 
carnall meanes,in the earth ; butic isableſſing powred downe 
from abouc,asa gift from heauen, which onely his ownechil- 

- dren haue aſcending ypon them, and all hispeople beereple. 
niſbed withit. It was nor promiſed onelytothe Priclis, and. 
Leuites, and Prophets,but ro the houſe of Dewid, as informer 
times it had been on Dawids owne perſon: and tothe inhabi- 
rants of Icruſalem, as well astothe houſe of Danid, He thae: 
faith expreſly that he cannot pray, ſaithalſo-by conſequence 
that he is notrighteous, noryecin-caſeto beſaued. And hee 
that wanteth will and abilitie rotalke Chriſtianlie, doth pro 
claime by fence, that hee hath not the ſpirit of faith. Forthe- 
holy Ghoſt hath nor loſt that vertue now, which he was won« 
ted to worke in Dexidstime,and in Pawes,nbo thus teflific of 
themſclucs, and of all other ſound hearted Chriſtians; Becauſe 
webaue the ſame ſpirit of faith according avit is\vritten,l beleened, 
ard therefore hawe [ ſpoken,we alſo belgene, and therefere ſpeaks, 
2-Cor,4-13-Morc ſhall be ſpoken ofthis point inthe 1; ,chap- 
rer,14.yerlc.. | 


Verſ.12, Hatred ftirrethwp contentions : but lewe conereth all 


treſpaſſes. 


' F-rAtred: and all vncharitable affeRions, as envie and. 

; Lwrath, firretb wp ſtrife : worketh all kinde ofrevengeand 

miſchiefe; as backbitivg, vpbraiding with former faules, and 

very often procureth iniuſt 'criminations. But lore conereth all- 

treſpaſſes : by forgiuingthem and reproouing themin friendly 

manner, and by conccalingthem from all thoſe, to whomthe 

Knowledge of them hath not come, or doth. not apperraine, 

The oppoſition .is thus framed, Hatred flirreth' vp contenti- 

ons, and blazeth abroad mens infirmitics, but loue ſeeketh- 
peace, and couerech all creſpaſies, 

Hatred.) The ations and ſpeeches of menare not ſo much 

£ a.cauſe offtrife and debatezas the<uill affetions oftheirhearrs; . 

Diners time it falleth outthat the wrong doer is not gr wr 
| % . faulcie. 
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faultic as hee that ſhould berter beare it: and no iniuries could 
worke-a quarrelouscontemiion,, volefſe there, were a defeA of 
loue on both fades. Itis ſaid, Chap. 18, 6, That « fooles lips come 
with ſtrife. It is not the occafion giuen, ſo much as the lips cthae 


make the breach: and thelips could not doe it, ynlefſe the man 
ſer them on worke;8& che man-would not ſo ſetthem on worke, 
wileſſe folly and finne overruled both him and his lippes. So 
Chap.15.18. angry menace brought in for the authors of ftrife; 
but he that is {low to wrath, hath this ceflimony ginenhia, thac 


he wilt appeaſc ir. What was the reaſon why /oſepbs brethren 
had ſuch a quarrell at him ? Becauſe they ſaw their father loue 
him morethen all the reft,they hated him,and could nor ſpeak 


peaceably to him:Gen. 37,4. . What moued Ababto be alway. 


ſo birter againſt Elieh and Michaiab ? He telleth the cauſe him- 


ſelfe;be hated them, and reputed them to be his enemies: 1.Kin, - 


21:20. and 22.8, | 
Firſt, whereſoeuer hatred is, and one man maligneth another, 
there is pride;and ovely by pride contentions come: Chap.2 3.10. - 
Secondly, if firife did not more proceede fromthe inward 
corruptions, then the ourward occaſions, they that were moſt 
wronged ſhould neceſſarily-be moſt contentious; and ſo THe 
ſos, and David, and /eremy; and Pani; and Icſus Chriſt him- 


Reaf. 1. 


CE 


ſelfe of all other, ſhould haue been moſt vaquier and clamo-. 


rous. Buttheſe had ncuer any equall ynto them for peacea- 
ble and gentle: behaviour : Numb. 1242, 3. Matth. 12.19. 
1.Per.4:23: 


Confuration of them that lay the-blame oftheirfroward- Ye 1. 


neſſe ypon the vnkindneſle of their neighbours : andeſpecial. 
ly of ſuch as charge the miniſterie of the word, and the Preach+ 
ers of it, with all che ſchiſmes and ſeditions,. and with allthe 


breaches and: diuifions that are in the Church. [They publh | 
the Goſpell of grace, which teacheth-peace,- and maketh - 


| peacebetweene God and man, and betweene man and.man, 


yea a manand his owne conſcience. But would there bee fo 


| _—_ oppoſitions, ſay they, and themſclues and their doQtine 
[#) 


much croſſed and reſifted, vnlefſe the: cauſe were: inthem? - 


They be troubleſome men, and buſie bodies, giuen to faction, ... 


M. 3: and 


Maz.! 0. 34- 


Iam:s 4.1. 


Dot. 
Louc is the 
leaſt faulr 
finder, * 

i- Per 4.8, 


Reef. 1. 


FED . + © 
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andno mancan liuein peace by ther, | The Divell cannor live 
jo quietby them, and therefore hee maketh a tempeſt iatheir 
hearts whom he poſſeſleth; and ſo their waues daſh againſt the 
Miniſters and all other good Chriſtians. O.ic Sauiour knew that 
ſuch would bee the ſucceſſe of his Goſpellz that wicked men 
would bein as great a hurly burly ar ir, as ifhee had come wich 
fire and ſword againli them. Jeremy cleareth himſelfc of all pri- 
uate occaſions of diſcontentment among the people; hee nei- 
ther borrowed on vſury,norlent on vſury,norhad any crafficke 
or dealing with them: yer all contended againfthim,and cuery 
man curſcd him, Bue what moued chemo ſuch paſſion and di- 
Nemper? the Diuel] and their own Gofull hearts;which the Pro 
pher ſo mightily warred 8gainft. | 

'Inftrution. If our hearts rife againſt our brethren, and begin 

to grow turbulent and vnpeaceable, that then wee call them co 
examination:as St. James doth them that would examine them- 
ſelues : from whence are theſe wars and contentions ? are they 
net from luſts that fight in the members ? 

Nor co truſt enuious perſons, (forthey hauenot the gouern- 
ment of themſclues) thoughthey ſpeake faire, and offer recon- 
ciliation: pet ifthey cleanſe nottheir ſoules of their inward ran- 
cour of malice, and that by repentance, they will breake out a- 
gaine into bitterneſſe; as Saz/ did againſi Daxid. 

Bat loe conereth,&c.] Chriſtianlouc doth cauſe men to bee 
mercifull coche ſoules and names ofctheir brethren: which thing 
Saint Peter teacher, alleadging almoſtthe very ſame words of 
this Scripture: eAbone alltbings bane feruent lone amongit you : 
for lone conereth a multitude of ſinnes. It hideth them all,though 
there be neuer ſo many. 

None haue this {ouec but ſuch as have felt Gods love tothem- 
ſclues, remicting and couering their owne fannes: and that ma. 
keth them mercifull to others. 

And by thar argument thc Colloflians are perſwaded eo that 
duety bat they ſhoxld forbeare one another aud forgine one another, 
if any man baue a quarrelito another : enen as Chrift forgane them, 

ſo ſhould they dee.Col.z.13. 

Secondly, theyeficeme their brethrenas their owne elk, 

an 


*. 
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and members of the ſame body : andtherefore will nat wil- | 
lingly diſcouer the deformities, or vicers, or the naked or yn- 
comely parts thereof, £ Fey 2 
Thirdly, they propoſe a copie or patterne to themſelues, 3 
howchemſelues:would bee dealtwith in the like caſe ; accor- 
ding tothe rule of our Sauiour, and che ſumme of the law and Math. 7. 12. 
Prophets. oo | 
Taftrucion to performe this dutie with faichfulnefſe and 7c j, 
good diſcretion to-our nejghbours. Firſt, let vs take doubrfull 
things inthe beſt part ; forloue is not ſuſpicious, but hoperh 
well of things that may haue good confirution, and peruer- 
teth them not to the worlt ſenſe, So wee deale with our chil- 
dren in their difleinpers, imputing them to ſome griping with 
wind, or breeding of teeth, or that ſome pinne pricketh them; 
itis mecreneceſſicie that driueth vs to fee their frowardneſſe. 
Secondly,though it be a fault, yer ific be a ſmall infirmitie, and' 
eſpecially if ic be a priuate wrong vnto our ſclues, ler vs-paſle. 
by it, asthe Lord doth moſt gratiouſly with vs, whoſe chil- eq... 
dren we muſt heerein declareour ſelues to be, in inirating of. Prou, 20.3. 
him: and icisa mans honour to paſſe by an offence. Thirdly, 
if there bee an offence committed fitto. be reprouey, let vs vſe 
all holy lenirie, if it may preualc, or ſeueritic in compaſſion to 
draw them out of their ſinnes 3 for that is the beſt coucringto 
bring them co- repentance, that their iviquitics may bee coue- 1095.23.17. 
red from Godseyes,and waſhed away for euer. So did Nath. 
helpeto coucr Daxids ſinnes;and was the beſt inſtrument of bis 
clearing,by his free and fairhfull diſcoucric ofthem, Fourthly, 
ific belong not co our placeto giue them admonition, or they lames 5.20, 
recciue ityot at our hands; then let vs ſhew their diſcaſes co 
moreskilful Phyfitians,and their wounds to berter Surgeons,as 
Jofeph:old kis father of his brethrens infamic:Gen.; 7.2-1.Cor. Gen.z7,.. 
1.11. andthe houſe of Cle ſhewed Paw of the diflenfions of 1.C_r.1.15.. 
the Corinthians. 
Reproofe of them: that take it for their owne honour to 
bring others ynto diſgrace, they thinke that the blackeneſle of 
their brethren wil make them white, When they hane no good- 
ucilc in themſclues ta helpe their.credir, they goe ara wo 
= OM | 's 
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dip t out of the dunghill of theirneighbourscorruptions.! - + 
conſolation to wy ſeruants of God, that if the weake loue 
of creatures, that haue in them ſo great defe&t of loue and 
pronenefſe to hatred) be of ſuch force as to/hide their fines, 
which be further from them 3 how much'more ſhall the infinite 
loue of God cover all their finnes-that are ſoneere vnto him? 
No man in his beſt loue to his beſt friend, can either forgiue 
finne, orworke repentance that finhe may bee forgiuen : But 
God can performe both, and hath beſtowed ypon vs his Sonne; 
_ apa hath beſtowed ypon vs his life! and blood to ef-- 
etboth. | | oat "72 


Verl. r; . Tn the lips of bim thar bath onderſtanding , Widows 
& fownd : but arod ſhall be for the backs of bins that is deftitmte of 
tnderitanding. | ? 9121629 j 


fe words neede nofirther explanation;then the ſupply 
of that which is to be ynderfiood in both the clauſes. For 
this ſeemeth ro bee the ſenſe of them : Ta the lipsor ſpeech of 
him that hath vnderftanding wifedome is found; which kee- 
peth iudgements and puniſhments from him: butinthelips of 
him chat wanteth vnderftanding folly is found;which bringeth 
iudgements and puniſhmet ypon him. The firfthemiſtich, or 
former part of the verſe, isthe ſame fimply ſer downe,and with- 
outallegory or metaphore, as was comparatively yttered in 
the eleventh verſe, by the fimilitndeoF a wEl-ſpring. | 

The latter part is the fame in ſenſe that was in the eighe 
_ tenth yerſes: for there itis ſaid; that the fooliſh in tatke ſhall 

80tedIEeN. 


| Verſe 14. Wiſe men | knowledge : bat the month of the 
foole ts a preſent as * c f 


HE" is declared by what meanes wiſe men attaine to thac 
abilicie and ſufficiencie offcuirfull ſpeeches,by due atten- 
tion tothat which is ſpoken to them,or which they reade:or by 
diligent obſeruation of things which chey behold. Thoſe they 

> jt ee lay 
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Perſons. Prxovenns _ 
lay vp;as # man” would his: tteiſure, in» ſefeplace; As there- 
foreaprodident thriftie-bhusband, which'harh gathere@"roge- 

- ther a fiocke; will bee readie ypon ſhort watning'tos make 'a 
purchaſe, or ypon any good oceafion to Jisburſe# fume of , 
-monie : fo hee that is faithfull in ſeeking knowleege, and ap- 
plicth both heare and niemorie to hold te Fa and keepeir, 
ſhall-readily\ iy convenient thine” draw our the *good things 
which hee hath 14arnrd, either for hisowne vſe,or the beniefic 
and profir of others.” Whichis concraty' in carelefſe and heed- a 
leſſe perſons: for they will bee as forward rofpeakeas anyo- _ Xx 
thers;'bur hae whichis'withia the heart, will quickly bee at © 4 
hand ro'come ou; atthe lips,” inUthatis'poiſsn; and verome, 
and peſtilent matter, which will certainly hurt'rhemſelues, 
and be dangerous to others. Sothen thus ftanderh the oppo- 
fition:wiſemen lay vp knowledpe,and therefore their mouthes 
are a preſent preſcruation, but fooliſh menreieknowledge; 
and'chereforetheirmourhesarepreſent deftrition.'7 + 
' » Wiſe mex;&c.)Itis noveriough to bring theeate toheare ho« Dog. x, 
lieinſfttuRions, bur the heart muſtalſo receive and keepechem. what good... + © 
The neceſliie of this durie-appeareth by'the ferious exhorra- the care laiech 
tion which he giucrh'to thee purpoſe inthe beginning of the inthat the 
ſeuenth Chapter t Hy Somme keept mywords; and bide my com. eggs lay <3 
mandements with thee | keupe my commantements,and thou ſhalt Po © 
line, and mine inflruftion as the apple of thine cies. Hee giveth 4 

 thiscounſellas a friend, to a neere Friend, 'as a farher to his 
owne ſonne; for the marter oficis'norof ſmall imporrance, 
butof the greateſt weight and moment, itbchooueth mien nor 
onelieto lay ſure hold af holy doRrines in regard offlare, bur 
oftheir-veryliues. And therefore not rolooke to the ſafe kee- 
ping thereof as'we ate chatie ofour monie, butto beas pro- : | 

Vident that we be not ſpoiled of them, as wee are watchfull to *J 
preſerue the members, yea the deareff members of ourbadics : 

fromviolence. ; 

Firſt, the excellencie of wiſedome and ſauing knowledge Reaſon 1, 
may allure vs vnto it: for it is more precious and profitable 
thenall earthly greaſures, which carchly minded men horde 


vpo carefully. % 6 
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 - For the merchandize thereof is better then the nerobandize of fil- 


y. aj T0. 790 
wer, and the gaine thereof is better then gold. It 5 morepretions 
then pearles : ard alithings that thou cauſt deſire are not to be com 
pared untober : Prou.z 14.15. | Ten f: 
Sccondly, it concernethour faluation, and everlaſting hap- 
pines, faichfully to retaine the- holy word of Godin: our ſoules, 
- Andchereforc iris ſaidrothe Hebrewes, How ſball we eſcape, 
if we negle(T ſo greet ſaluation, which at the finſt began to bee prea- 
chedby the Lord,aud afterward was confirmed to us by them that 


; beardbim.: Heb.2.3.. 


Plalm.1 19, 11- 


" where 


of the ſcede to ripeneſſe, and ſo it goeth beyond the thornie 


Fete 


Por, that reaſon-the Prophet yeeldeth; Plal.ggc3 .q4. Hy 


Thirdly, the tore. of grace that is congefied doth miniſter 
matrer, and opportunitic,and readinefle of good and whole. 
ſome ſpecchestothelips. 


month ſhall ſpeaks of \viſedowe andthe meditation of my heart is of 
kyowledge, | vill incline mine eare 104 parable, 8c... T'L 
pers by this meancs: menare in their whole lives both 
framed to. be good, and declared to bee good, and deliaered 
from all finfidl courſes, that:they. may.continueto bee good. 

As hee profeſſeth in the Plalme, haze bid thy promiſe in 
mine beart,that 1 might nod fiune againſt thee. 

According to thatalſo inthe jecond —_—_ of-this-booke, 
Verſ.10.11, When wiſedome entreth into thing heart ;and know. 
ledge delighteth thy ſoule,then foal comvſellpreſerne thee,aud vuder- 
ſtanding ſhall keeps thee. . | 

And in_.this point the good ground, inthe Goſpell, hath 
the preheminence abou all the others, ir receiveth the word, 
and giveth entertainement vnto it by attention, .and ſo it go- 
eth beyond the high way... Secondly, it hath a roore inirſelte, 

by. it po, a bold profeſſion in the time of perſecuti. 
on,and ſo it gocth beyond the ſtonie ground.. Thirdlie, it kee® 
peth aconſtant courſe of obedience, and bringeth the fruite 


ound. . 

Reproofe of them, which, through the greedie defires of 
corruptible and caſuall ereaſures, are wholly withheld from 
feeking this one thing onely neceſlarie. A greatcrop of wheat 


Perſ.14. PrxovErBS 
is offered ynto them, which they refuſe, and fill their batnes ani 
garners with chaffe and fiubble. They may Joadethemſclucs, 2 
and fill their houſes with filuer and gold, with peatles and dis- 1 
monds,and all kind of pretious flones:and they take their back- ; b 
burthen,and peſter their houſes with old ruſtie yron,and droffe, 
and pebbles,and other things that be heauy and cumberſome, 
but of no value. They haue libertic and opportunitie,they have 

r{wafion and incouragement to gather together, and fore 
vp abundance of durable riches, which can never periſh, nor 
be taken from them; and they take paines to heape yp ſnowe, 
and ſuch like matter, that will melt away and vaniſh in a mo- 
ment. , 

Terrour to them that ſuffer Satan to rob themof all good 2, 
icflons and infiruQtions, and yet thinke that no hurt at all is 

' done tothem. If their houſes had been broken vp by men, 
andtheir money taken out of their cheſts, their neighbours _ 
ſhould heare their clamours, and the whole Coumry ſhould | 
heare their outcries; but ler the diucil himſcife bereaue them of 
that portion which ſhould not have been oncly for living, but 
life, nor for this preſent fate, but their cucrlaſting are: in 
this caſe they be quier,no wrong is offered to them, they haue 
| ſuftained no manner oflofſe. Itis ſee downe as a iudgement 
| and curſe by the Prophet, that men ſhall par their monie in- Hag-1.6, 
ti abroken bagge: 2nd what a fearefull caſe and theyin then 
| thar pur the ſacred inftrutions of the bleſſed word of God 
| into a bottomlefle heart,that can hold nothing, but that which 
| will pervert and hurt chem? The Apoſtle giueth an earneſt pz, 4.1; 
| caueat to the Hebrewes, admoniſhing them friftly ro give _ 
| beed to the things which they beard, loft they ſhould let them ſlippe, 
and as the word fignificth, ſhould lake or runne out. For it 
were betterto haue wounds in our bodies that all our blood 
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| | ſhould guſh our, then to berifted vefſels;having chinkes in our 

| ſoules, that the doctrine of life ſhould ſoake away, and 03zg 

out from vs.- 2D. ; 

Conſolationto them that haue couerous defires after ſpiri- 3 

tuall diſhes, that would ſuffer nothing that waies to paſſe 

from them, but inlarge their CO vaſatiablic to gone 
| a 


© — —— 
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- all. Teisa point of follic;jindeed,as iewas in therich man, Lok, 


12. to multiplie worldlie wealth 7 but theſe haue the Lord to. 


commend their wifedome, and it may as truclic bee afficmed 
of them,as of ſuch as be mercifu},becauſerbeybe the ſame per. 


ſons, thoughthe reſpeRts differ, That '1bheylay vp in are, for. 


 thewpſclucsja good foundation againſithe time cocoine, that 


Doft. 2. 


An 11 mans 


mout worketh 


much woe, 


E, James.3.5-7- 


Reaſ.l. 


they may obtainc eternall life. | 

But the month of the wicked, &c,] The tongues of yngodly 
menarcalwaies peroiciousand hurefull,- Of them Saine/ames 
ſpeakech.largely, comparing them to fire- breaking owein ar 


houſe,or whole towne,eſpecrally whetritcommethbythe bo- 
filiticofthe enemie,making afſaultro it; by meanes whereof 


men are fiaied from extinguiſhing ofir, and haue nor onely 


their goods, but their life alſo ingreat perill,. And this lame 
of the tongue is ſo much more dangerous then mareriall fice, 


becauſe it  kmaledof bell, thatis, the diuel) himlelfe hath ſeric 
on worke, And ſo in the ſame place he reſermblerhthem to 
poiſon, and that not of the common ſort, but to ſtrong poiſer, 


whichis deadly, and faileth notto worke the bane of chem | 


thac drinke ic. | 

Firſt, the 
chicfe to Hh men, and cherefore in the Scriptures arecalled 
ſwords, and arroVves, and rafors, and mortall weapons, ler. g:8. 


 Plalm.52.2, And yet ſuch fimilitudes are not able fullic to cx- 


prefſe and ſer out the euill chat commeth- by venomous 
mouthes and virulent ſpeeches, -Firſt;the tongue moſt com» 
monly cauſe;h weaponsto bee drawne :: all warres, all rebelli- 
ons,all maſſacres, all- quarrels, all manner of firifes ars firſt 
breathcd-out of mensmouthes, on ſome part.. Secondly, the 
hand may be held thathandleth theweapon, the firokes may 


be warded, armour may preſcrue fromthe violence ofthem, . 


or there may be refuge and couert- to hide them thar are pur- 


ſued : but who can ſlay an ynruly tongue? Whar defence is 
againſtit? whether ſhall a man flie from a falſe accuſer? whore | 


diftancevf place will prevent moliciouscalumniarions? Third. 
Iy,they.which fall into the hands: of moſt fierce and crucll e. 
nemies, which are pearced, and: wounded: with keeneſt-and: 


ſharpeg : 


"_ has OO WET SIEGE a 9] 
= 7 _ « 
- 
«= . 
% 
ed . 
- o 


are hurtfull, and bring great annoiance and miſe 


Verſi14. PROVERBS. " 0. x0 

ſharpeſt edge tooles have all the hure vpory their bodies; the © 

— it reachervibur co rake abi maturalllife; "2 

but a ſlanderous tongue deth ſmire ar che name, wichan inge- 

nious'man would forgoehis breathto.preſerue? and » pefhife. .. *- 

rous ſeducing tongue doth peruerrche fouls, and by the poy- = 

oo thereof , aremanythouſands brought'to cuetlaſting' per. be 
ition, | ©} 1 (18, (1H TET 22h FRG 

Secondly,they bring deftruRtion vpon themſelues,and draw 2 

' miſchiefe vpon' their owne heads, as rhe Scripture teffifieth': 

The words of a wiſe manhaur grace : but the lips of a foole denours Eccleo, ris, 
bimſelfe. The beginning of tbe Words of bis month ts foolifaneſſe:aud Y 
the latter end of his month is wicked madneſſe;' Therruth of this . 3 
ſhallbe ſpoken of more at large in the eighteenth chapretr, and : 
ſeventh verſe; vpon theſe words; eM foolesr month i bis owne de- Bu 

ftrnttion, and bis lips are aſnare for bis ſonle. * © + Ann | 
- Infffuction to beovers well adviſed in all ourſpeeches, fi- Ve t, 
thence they are ſo imporcant and weightics Who would not 
heedefully foreſee where his arrow ſhall hit , before heeſhoote 

it out of his bowe; leſt it ſhould deſtroy any perſon or other 

creature through negligence? who would not be yery circym- 

ſpe and:warie in diſcharging of a-peece, leſthee ſhould doe 

miſchicfe by it? And yet by theſe a man may affray, and nor 

hutt; and hurr, and nor kill; and kill; and -nor'die himſelfe: buc 

what arrow, what ſhot, wharartillerie, what'murdering peece 
istobee:compared to the mouth of a man char is nor gui« 

ded by awiſc and: watchfull forehghe ? Great woe it worketh' 

toother men; bur ir ſuxcly bringech death it ſelfe vnro him-! 

ſelſe : eucryword that breaketh an other mans skinne,'doth- 

certainely-breake the kalfof his owne heart; and heethardothy- 

aime ar another'to gige-himy/a wound, cannot miſle himfelfe 

roviolatehisowne life,» For-ſo weefearne in this bookez Hee... 

that hgtperb his month keegeti#hit Uife'? but hs that openerh bis tips,* OY 

deſtruftion ſball beto him.” It concernethitherefore cuery man ro' 

be as/prouident, yes more'cireful{to- lookero that which'go. 

eth out of his lips, then to that which commeth in; robe more*- 

afraid to vtter blaſphemous, reuiling, ſlaunderovus and infe-" 3 

Qiousſpecches, in regard'of the ſoule; then tocareand de- a 's 
nof2;- .. * Ng, _ your 4 
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Chap. 10. 


uour vawholeſome mentes in regard of che body. Andby chis 


 weareadmoniſhed tocommit ourmouthes to a better keeper 


then our owne wit or reaſon,'or ciuill diſpoſition ; left luſt and 
Satan doe ouer-rule ys, tolcrin wharthey will, andto lerout 
fiofull words, when, and whether, and as oft as they will. Aud 


this moued the Prophet to pray to the Lord to ſet a watch bes 


fore his mouth,and to keepe the doore of his lips. 

Confuration of them that thinke it nothing dangerous to 
ſpeake whatrſocuer £ words, they ſay, are but wind, when « 
man hath ſpoken, hee hath done, and ſo there is an end of tha 
matter. Nay, when a fiofull man hath ſpoken finfully, much 
hurt is done; and ſo there is but the beginning of a bad matter: 
forall the miſchiefe followeth after. So it may be faid of a cup 
of poyſon; it is. bur.a draught, atd when a man hath ſwallow- 
ed it, hee hath done withit; and ſo there is an end': but hath ir. 


- done with him ? willthere be no further working of it? iewill 
co_ his paine and torment yaull it haue made an endof 
is life, 


Verſ.15. Therich mans goods are his ftrong citie: and the fears 
of the # their poxertie. | | 


Es rich mans goods are by ffrong citie 8c.) That is, wealthy 
4 - worldlings doe truſt to their poſſefiions when they have 
great ſtore, Forhe ſpeaketh nor of any ſafety that they haue by 
their goods; but which they ſeeme to therſclues to have; 3s is 
plainely exprefſed,Chap.18.17. They are as an high wallinhis 
imaginatien:and it is ſometimes the fault of good men in their 


infirmities, to repoſe coo much confidencein outward things, 


when they abound with them;as euen Dexid himſelfe acknow.. 


ledged of himſelfe; lu wy profperitie Iſaid,! ſhallnener be moned : 


Pſal.30.6. .Oathe other fide; the want of carthly ſubſtance 

doth fill the hearts of vnregenerate poore men with feares of 

famine and miſeric. And Gods owne people are nor alwaies 

free from the aſſaults thereof, by reaſon of the imperfeRion of 

their faith. | 

The excremitieof cueric tate is dangerous, and no condi- 
tion 
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Kerſays _PrRoynns >» "og 
- tion ſafe without gtace;Of this had Lowry aſenfible #pprehet- The 
fion, when hee put vp that petitioncothe Lord, that bee bosld eftare is 
weither gine him pouertie zor riches; but foods eonnenient for 
biz : that is, a moderate eſtare, wicthoutexceſle oncither hand 
Prow. 0:3: : 71 
Firſt, bothof them bee curſes from God vponwicked 
ſons. Of the one is reftified, Plak69.22, Lee their table be & Lg Jagfw'T, 


before them, and their tis their ruine. Of the other, 1ob 
giueth an example : For and fame, they were ſolita« 
rie, fleeing into the wilderneſſe pbiclw darky, deſolute, aud watte: 


Idb.3 043. 1 3124697127 S443 tO | | 
| Sccondly,borkof them drawtheirheartsfrom all good me. 
ditations,thoughts,putpoſes, and defires,and fill them vpwith 
+ Thirdly, both of them be occaſions of vniuſt behauiour, pro- _ 
them by indireQ dealing to: provide for themfelues: 
NB 2.10, Prow30.9:: | $6 8-2 q*1 , Xe 
|-\ InfiruRion to labour for the Spirie which will 'prote@vs 77 x, 
fromthe venome and hurtfull effes , as well of the' one as 
the other. Doth the light of God ſhine on our habications? 
hath hee filled our houſes with good things, and given vy'an 
ample portion of wealth and poſſeſſions? hath hce prepared 
and. well furniſhed our table, and made our-cuppe cormne 
oucr? Then will the holy Ghoſt-prouoke vs; when we bane 645 RA 
ten ©.4 filled onr ſelnes,to bleſſethe Lord our God for the axty wah 2 
tie which bee hath giaen vs. Heewill effeRually admoniſh ys, | 
that we be nothie minded, and truſt in yncertaine riches; bue 
inthe lining God, which giueth vsabundantlic-allchingsto Tim 
inioy; that wee doe good, and beerichin good workes ; and {; G17» | 
readie to diftribute and communicate, laying vp forour ſelues - * 
lore -apainſ the time to comes : Are wee ir neede and nece( 
fries, abridged of that fulneſſe which diuers others doe as it 
were ſwimmein ? This holy Spirit will ſuſtaine ourheares, and 
perſwade ys of our heauenly Fathers all. ſufficiencie of good- 
neſle, and abiliric of prouidence and proviſion for vs. | Thar 
will teach and inable vs, in whatſcener ſtate wee are, therewith to _ 
be content; to be full and tobe bungry;to ahonnd and to banewant; 'T 
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... ..*— $odecallahings 
-; Phili4.12;43) 1] : 


. Chap.io. 
belpe of Chrift which Prengtheneth v1- 
19! 11199] L0'7 10197 $36 IV, 

Reproofe, fit of rhemthat too greedily labourta beerich, 


through the 


hunting continually bath-day and night, and atalltimes, with 
' heart and hand, and tongue, and all indeuour aftercheſedan- 

..5; .perous ſnares,deſiing ks. ces 
_ .owne ſoules. Secondly ofthemwhickbyidlenefſe;or = other 


tly checurſeof God ypon their 


vnthciftic courſes, doecaithemſeluesinto reand-want. 
When the Lord doth Jay pouertievpon his ſrruanmsfor arriall 
or exerciſe, he doth ſupportthem with ſundry helpesz hee mo- 
ucth men to be compaſſionate towards them; his ouneprovi- 


dence doth ſuccourthem;when men;and Rrength, and forecalt, 
. and all other cxtcrnall meanes doe' failethem.. And eſpecially 


they haue hope, and patience, and all inward-ſupportance, 
waich maketh'the defeR of outward things cafie ynto ahem. 
But:when men will draw pouerty vporithemichues ns a yours 

| xdhicd 


ment, the mercies and commiſcrations of wen arore 


. fromthem; that none ſhould extendmercy yntortiem/:Þſal. 


09.12, Andtheir hearts being oucrcome, are morercady>ro 
purſue them with feare and griefe,and diſconcentment,then all 
their necellicies. nog vl | df 


Ver(. 16. The labowr of the rigbteans rendeth 16 life : but the 
renene\ves of the wicked to finne. 


He labdur of the righteons tendeth to life, 8&c.) Thatis, the 
goods which good men vſually get by crauel,(though ma- 
ny times they are deſcended to the by inherirance,or beſtowed 
ypon them by gift, or by ſome other lawfull-meanes brovght 


. totheirhands:) render ro efe; viz. both of foule and body in 


this world, and for the world tocome + whereas the: riches of 
yngodly men arcalwaics abuſed by them, and madethe occa- 
fions and meanes of vorighteouſneſſe: The oppofitionis this : 
the riches of the righteous doe tend: ro goodneſſe,, and'fo to 
their life; but the wealth ofthe wicked doth tend to linne; and 
{aro their death. NET: 

Riches are cither profizable-or: hurtful, according te-the 
of .OWNers 


 Verfins, 


. opulencie,2nd wealth 6f the enemies of God;zas making them 


_. Chriſtians, whoſe bellies have been filled, and their loines 


owners,and vſage of them, The proſpetitle of Abraham, lob, wealihis— 
and ocher holy men is commendedin the word of God, for good,or bad, _. | 
the great good thar: they. did, and received thereby : and the $itisvied > 
Prophets, and other holy writings doeas mpch condemne the 


tobe moſt miſchievous and miſerable, ' Loo therr wealth & wat Tob 11.36, © 
in their band,ſaith Job :. therefore let the comnſe!! of the wicked bre > 
farre from mee. And Saint /ames willeth- the rich mer'to | 
weepeand howle,for the miſeries that ſhould come yponthem, 
Iam. «Io | ee 
5/3 the one ſort doe honour the Lord with their ſubſtance, Reaſon x. 
| beholding the hand of his prouidence, coufeffiog rhe rructh of Y 
his promiſes, aſcribing the gloric to hisname, and conſecra. 
ting themſclues, and their wealth to his will ; the other make 
idols -oftheir gold and filuer, and all their poſſeſſions : or elſe 
dedicare them to other idols, as pride, and luft, and'yolupru- 
ouſnelle,&c. wt Co | 
Secondlie,the one ſort giue bread tothe hungry,anddrinke 4, » 
rothethirflic, and clothing to the naked, and arc every way 
readie to relicue the neceſfitie of their poore diftreſſed bre- 
thren : the other abuſe their power and riches to tyrannie.and 
crueltie,oppreſſing them that are alreadie in afflition, or con» 
temning them that are their inferiours,. or withholding the 
goods from the needie, whom God hath made the right ow- 
ners of theme: Pro.3.27. orelſe feeding gluttons and drunkards, 
and otherwiſe finfull and ynthriftieperſons. 
Thirdlie, the one have for themſclues theprayers of pogre 3 


clothed and kept warme by them: the others haue the fighes, 
and teares,and grones,and ſorrowes of them that be wronged, 
aſcending to heaueo, and making acontinuall cric in the cares 
of the Lord agaioftchem. | 
Fonrthly, the one ſort receive the bleſſings of God with 
thankſgiving, and ſo they are not only wholeſome vato them, 
butholy alſo,being ſanttified by the word endprajer,1. Tim.4.4-5+ 
The other deuoure and ſwallow vp the good creatures, lik 
brute beaſts,led altogether by ſenſualitie, | : 
O Fiftly, 


5 


= 4 , # 
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2auethe full fruition, of it; with greateRglotic,: 
attheappearance ofour Lord leſusChrift: and the ocher haue © 
treaſured vp wrath againſt che day of wrath, whenall their vio 
lence and crueltie (hall be made manifeſt and puniſhed;andalb 
their negleRof'mercie and compaſſion ſhall bee publiſbed to 
their ſhame and confuſion, before the wholg world, 

_ InftcuRtion, to cuery man that he doe-not enely ſurvey. his 
flate to ſeewhat he hach; bur eſpecially to know what hee is: 
lethim norſo much regard the value and quantitie of bis-poſ- 
ſeſſions, as the faithfull and fruicfull imployment of theon. ; If 
the happineſſe of /ob bad confifted in hauing much, hee could! 
not but have felt much miſcrie, when ſo much-wealth was con-- 
ſumed tonothing : but now hee could recount with comfort, 
how wealthie and mightic he had formerly bcea, becauſe-hee 
Fs truelie relate alſo, howrightcous, and mercifull beehad: 

CENs. 233; > 


Yar 7. He nga. ra inftruftion is inthe way of life+: 
bt be that refuſeth correftion goeth ont of the way. | 


E that regardeth inſtruftion,] Thatis,which yeeldeth reue-- 
ence, attention,and obedience tothe miniftric of Gods: 

tioly wordz6-4n the way of life, hee taketh the right courſe to ob-: 
taine cuerlaſting. ſaluation: but bee that- refuſeth  correflion,. 
which will not indure to heare hig finnesrebuked; goeth our-of: 
tbe way, both depriuerh himſelfe. of etcrnall life, and walketh: 
towards deftrution, _. ; goif. 

The doQtine of this is fit to bee handled inthe firſt Chapter,, 
where it is moxe largely ſer downe by the holy Ghoſt... 


Verſ.18; He that bideth hatred, is « man of deceirfull lipper; | 
avd be that vttereth ſlander uy a fovle; Cr 


His inthe former-words declared the perill of them: 
Int us Seebenony vi Colas ql gacfons: 


11... 1 Fiſtly,and laſtly, the ne ſorrhaus Joid up qxcoaſure inhass 
. ven, agdſhall 


that yſeto doe it,and they ure-oftws ſorteiſome ire Hiypoctirs 
'thatpretend and make aſhew'of favour and good liking, and 
yer"nouriſh deadly hatred in'their hearts : others are 'profc]< 


ſed contemners of that which is'taughr,but yet picking a quar- - 
rell 2gainft che man'thar delivereth ic, as though the faule were 


wholly in him, and juft occaſion” were giuen to reiefall char 

he teacherh Buc the Lord, which knoweth the ground and 

roote of their calumniations and<cauils, imputeth them totheir 

proper cauſe : andrhar is,thefinfulnefle and follie of thoſe ma- 
 Jicious deſpiſers. 


The Lord hath hypocticicall diffemblers in deteſtation. The pq. 
Prophet Dawidmakerh mention of ſuch : Pſalm.28.3.4. Draw , ,1ine hare 
nee not away with rhe workgrs of miquitie, Which ſpeaks friendlie yleaſcth God, 


to their nrighbonrs,when malice i in their bearts. Reward them 
According to their deedes, and according to the wickedneſſe of their 


Inuentions. His earneftprayerto God isto eſcape their hands; 


for they were very ſubrill, and readie to take him; and verie 
<ruell and yiolent, ifhe ſhould come into rheir clouches. Their 
trade and occupation was to worke iniquitie, and therefore al- 
{o their wages and hire ſhall bee defiruftion, By all which 
circumRlances it maniteſily sppeareth, that there is enmitic be= 
tweene God anid them) + Boys 


- Fuft, theyare exceeding dangerous, becauſethey treathe- Reaſete 


rouſlic intrap them that truſt them. They. know their coun= 
ſels and purpoſes, and haue 8ll meanes of advantage againſt 
them;whercas they would rake heede of a profeſſed aduerſarie, - 
andkeepethemour of hiscompany,and hidethemſelues from 
him. And that made Daxzidto crie out vporithe execrable fact 
of eAchitophel in conſpiringagainſt him, Pſalm.$5.12.13.Sure- 
lie mine enemie did not defame mee : for I could bane borne it © nei- 
ther did mine aduerſarie exalt bimſelfe againſt mee i for t would 
baue hid me from bir... But it was thon,O muan,euen my companion, 
my guide, and my familiar. And ſodoth he find himfelfe much" 
rieued with them that had ſavooth tongues, as ſoft as oyle, and 
utter; and jet were as ſharpe and hurtfull as any ſwords. | 


Secondly, the judgements of God will declarehis hatred* 2 


againAiſuch perfidious {adeſes, nor onely in executing other: 
| O3 puniſh- 
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oo 7. 
uniſhments ypon them, butevenin bringing tolightthe fa. 


d and hidden malice of their wretched hearts. As it is/faid, 
that hatred may bee conered by deceit : but the malice thereof ſhall 
be &ſconeredin the corgregation:Prou.26.2 6. Though Sawl made 

| a faireſhew to David, cloking his ſecret miſchicuous purpoſe 
1iSam, 18.17. to haut him killed, by gining his daughter co be his wife: yer 
now it is notified and made knowneto all nations and potte 
rities. | | 
Fee. TaftreQion, firſt, to auoid this curſed finne, tharbringeth the 
£urſe of God vpon-the ſinners, Let vs learne to bee plaine' 
hearted towards our brethren; and ifought beamifſe in them, 
letour lippes faithfully admoniſh themin loue, and not flatter. 
them in hatred. It may bee-a courtly ericke ro difiemble, bux = 
notan honeſt part to praiſe it ; it may bee agreeable to car. 
nall policie, but ic is altogether contrarie ro Chriſtian wiſe- 
dome, Secondly, to bee waric how wee conuerſe with ſuch 
cunning difſemblers ; and ifwee cannot auoide their compa-. 
nie, yet ſuffernot your ſelues to be deceiued by them. Tris not 
want of Charitie, not to giue credit vnto them, but an holy 
. diſcretion ; which the holy Ghoſthimſelfe perſwadeth vs to : 
4 Hee that hateth will counterfeit with his lippes: but in heart bee 
lajeth wp deceit. Though bee ſpeake fanonrablie, beleene him not + 
for there are ſeanm abomination; in bis beart + Proverbs 26. 
24-25; _ | mas 
Dolt: 2. ws be that witereth ſlander, 8c.) Itis a note ofa fitful foole,. 
Railers are- tohaue abitcer railing and flanderous _—_— Our Sauiour 
- foules, reckoneth this amongR-azavy other foule tines, proceeding 
from a corrupt heart, whereby wicked men are defiled : Our of 
the beart,ſaith he, come exill thoughts, mxrtbers, adntteries;forni- 
cations thefts falſe teftimonies.and ſlaxnders: Math. 1 5.19. 
Reaſ ite Firſt, they grieuouſlie wrong the-partie whoſe name they 
| traduce: for ifa manreſtamation bee of greater vilne then gold or 
flner : Proue22.1. then a-greater iniurie is offered by them 
which deprane him in that,than by thoſe that ſhall robbe him: 
of his goods and ſpoile him in-biseftate. Nay, many times 
_ the violence that is offered ro ones perſon,is Iefſe hurefull than 
to. bee reproched in his name ;-and-cherefore they thar —_ 
at 


prrfag. 


. ding themfelues from the priuiledge of Gods people in-this 


be that refraineth bis lipt is wiſe. 


immediately going before theſe,declarc how ſome reieQir, by+ 
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arrowmer/ Proven gin," + 4 16909 JS 994421 
- Secondly, they take che way to poyſon the hearts 'of all char 2 
ſhall heare their obloquy, to alienate them fromall good-in- 
firuRtions, when they ſhall raiſe vp rumors, andfalſereports of 
ſcandalous behaviour againſt the Miniſters ofthe word;and by 
this meanes they worke a publike miſchiefe; To keepe many 
from cuerlaſting ſaluation, | | 
Thirdly,they are moſt injurious to their owne ſoules, exclu= 3 


life,and the bleſſed ate of glory inthe lifero come; Plal.xr543. 
Infirution, If wee defire the'credit of wiſedome, ler vs vſe Pen © 

berter meanes to obtaine it, then obtreQations and artificiall 5 

diſgracings ofour brethren:for that commeth not from aboue; 

itisno giftof Godjir is ſenſuall,carnall,and diuclliſh.Secondly, 

notto hearken to the reports of ſuch wicked perſons thar ſecke 

ro defame others; and detraR from their good name: they are 

but fooliſh and baſe pedlers that vcer ſuch infeRtious wares : 

and'therefore they cannot be wiſe chapmen tharerafficke with 

them, and receive them ar their hands. -- /t « the propertie of the 

Wicked,to gine beede to falſe lips; and liers brarkgn to naughty tongs: 

Prou.17:4- | 
Conſolation for them that are moleſted and vexed vniuſily 

forthe Goſpels ſake,by clamorous and falſe accuſers :letthem 

conſider what account God maketh of their malitious aduer- 

ſaries; he calleththem fooles, and derideththeir praQtiſes; and 

therefore in the end icſhall bee ſeenc, that when they haue ſper . 

all their venome,they hauc butſhot a fooles bole, and procured 

ſhame and ſorrow to themſelues. - 


Verſ.19. The fre ceaſerh not by the multitude of word; : but 


HE ſeemeth till eo proceed inthe proſecution of the mar- - 
Rter ſpoken ofinthe ſenenteenth verſe,that men take an e-- 
uil way forthemſelues,which refuſe to be ceproued. The words - 


>, * inward: 
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Dokft. .. 

A fault excu- 
{ſed,is oft 
tim-s in- 
crea(ed. 
Icr.t« 35» 


Reaſon 1. 


into open prefeſſion of their diſcantentment and malice, by re- 
prochiog thoſe that would helpethem out of their fianea: and 


heere commeth a third fort, which would ſhift off all rebukes; 


by denying, defending, cloking, or colouring their faults, by 
— and extenuating miatcers that. are. charged  ypon 
them. Burall is in vaine; the finne will not bee blowne” away 
with breath z and therefore hee ſhewerth that icis a point of 


wiſedome to give place by filence, and to takethe blame vpon . 


them. | 

The ſinne ceaſeth not, &c,) The multiplying of words doth 
make a bad cauſe rather worſe then bexter.So /eremy tellevh the 
impenictent people,that were very forward tocleare chemſelues 
oftheir ſinnes whereof they were accuſed : 7how ſaie/t;becanſe 1 
am griltleſſe ſurely bis wrath ſhall twrne from me : behold, [ will en- 
ter with thee into indgement, becauſe thou ſaieit, 1 bane not ſinned. 


. Their excuſes were accuſationg;their denials were convictions; 


their ſeeking. impunicie withour repentance, did haften and 
augment their puniſhment. | *, 
Firſt, when they defend or make;things ſmall trifles, which 
arc ynlawfull ro be done,they contradict the word of God and 
his truth, which no wit,nor arr, noreloquence ſhall bee ablero 
prevaile againſt, ; / 
Secondly,when they bide their faRts by degiall, or labour to 
ſupply theiromifſions, by afluming that to themſelyes which 
they never performed ;'the eyc ofthe: Lord doth behold their 
failhood, his cares docheare how yarruly they iuſtifie them+ 
ſelues; he knoweth all their guiltineflce, and hce will make-the 
world to know their guilefull halting. Though Sas/failed of 0- 
bedicnce tothe will of Gad, yer he azrogaredthe praiſe of ful. 
filling it: though Samne/ by demonſtration declared his finve; 


.yerhee ſoughtro make an Apology for himſelfe, and to lay all 


the offence ypon the people. : but that courſe tooke none ef- 


&Q; itdid him no good for body orſoule ; itnothing preſer- 


ved his. honour oreſtate; he was conuicted, and cenſured,and 


.cncenced, and vtccrly caſt off, notwithſtanding all hisexculſeg. 


Thirdly, 


ee Provenys Chapao. | 

| inward hatred and bitrerneſſe oſheart,and yet outwardly make 

ſemblanceof great loue and friend(hippe- : others breake out 
e 


Or "0 
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but take occaſion thereby to paſſe a more heauic ſentence vp- 


- 


Fourthly, it is finneof it ſcife to bee given to-overmuch 4; |; *. 
talke;-as having ſelfe liking and raſhneſſe for the rootesthere-- 
of: and therefore it cannor poſſibly be a medicine to.curcother: 


ſmnes. 


ing; andaggrauation of themto the Lord by acknowledges 
ment,that we may be pardoned, -: | ' | 
=» _ the way th Anwar ys ; 
thathiderhrbss fins ſhall net proffer:but be that confeſſeth and forfa- 
kerb them ſhall hae deſi mo 

Conſolation tothem thac humbly yecld to arcbuke without 
replics,that their ſtate is good; thoughtheir ations were bad : 
they arewiſe now in reſtraining their lippes from ſpeaking of 


_ ſinne, though they werefoolith before to commitit, 


Verſ.2 0. The tongue of the init man is as fined ſilner ; but the- 
beart of the wicked «s linleworthe | | 


E ſetteth forththeexcellency of the ſpeech of godly men: ; 
4by compariſon; reſemblingit to fuer that is purged and' 
fined from the drofſe that was in1t:becauſe a good man will be 
careſu}l of his tongue notonely thar there be no mixture or fil-- 
thineſſcand leaudnefſe in hiswords;but alſo to avoid all ſuper- 
fluous andidle babbling, and ſo ro open his mouth with: holy - 
wiſedome, Which'is contrary in the wicked; becauſe there is a. 
contraric fountaine in him of linſulneſitand corruption, and: 
no matter of-yertue and grace, which are-the ſprings of all 
wholeſome-{peeches. Thus therefore Gandeth the Antitheſss - 
the tongue of the iut man is as fined filuer; becauſe his heartis- 
pretious? but the tongue of the wicked is as drofſe; becauſe his + 
heatt is nothing worths.- | = 


Provenns! 103” 
5 Thirdly, their owne confciences apprehend' everie-aRion 
and word,and.intent of the heart,and the mouer of their whole 
life: and they will not bee illuded by the fraud of the. lippes;: 


athaththe promiſe : Ptou. 28; 14. Hee. | 
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 InflruQion, roleweoff ſpeaking to men for the micigation/777 x, 
of our tranſgreſſions, and'to ſpeake to our own hearts for indps" 
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lames 1.17», 


As 3.6,7. 


Fſe i. 
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The tongue of the inft man;&c.JThe beſt wealth of a Chrifſiah 
is laid vp 11 his heart, and disburſed with his lips. And ehatis: 
the meaning of our Sauiour when be faith, chat 4 #ut 


4 of the gaod treaſure of his heart, brivgeth forth good things, Ane« 


uill man may haue coyne,and plate,and Iewels in his treafurie, 
and yer haueno treaſure;and may draw-mony out ofhi#purſe, 
and yet have no good, and doeno geodtherEwichall : but to 
hauegraccin theſoule, and to vtter gratious words with the 
tongue,is proper to a good man,and the exerciſe good, andthe 


* fruitofit goodto himſelfe and others. Andalbeirheere ſeeme 


to be a compariſon of equall,asthoughthe ronguewere iuſt of 
the ſame value and worth that fined filuer is; yer itis ro be vn- 


- derflood, that arleaſt it is ſo pure and pretious, but indeed farre 


beyond it in excellency. '- i 2#{ 1 
- Firſt, this is one ofthe good and perfeR gifts which is from 
abouc,and commeth downe from the Father of lights; whereas' 
fluer is a terreftriall marter,euen earthit ſelfe digged out of che 
eartb,and neuer did but grow in the ground. Mg; 
Secondly, this'is currant in heaven, andacceptable to God 
himſelfe;wicth whom gold and filuerare of ſmall eſtimation. 
Thirdly,ſuch things are obtained by it, which no money can 
purchaſe; as wiſedome,and grace,and theafſurance of Godgye- 
rernall fauour, and all other good things that concerne both 
ſoule and body. Ezrkias, and /cboſaphat,and other good Kings, 
could nothaue preſcrued themſclues by their purſes/and erea- 
ſures, as'they did by cheir praiers and holy exerciſes of their 
rongues. /oxah could not haue been:comforted nor holpen 
by the greateſt quantity of money,in the Whalles belly; where 
his prayer was very cffcCtuall. Peter could nor have giuen ſo 
good an almes tothepoorecreeple, if he had been flored with 
filuer andigold, as he did bythe efficacy of hiswords, through 
the name of Ieſus Chriſt. | | | 
- Infirution: To ſhew our ſelues righteous; by putting away 
all obſcenitic of ſpeeches; that neitber filtbineſſe, nor conctouſues, 
be once named among }v1,nor foohfo talking, nor ſcurrill bitter, or 


recomely ititing,or any kindof rotoncommunication,as the Apos 


Rile callechit ; ##7 onely rhas Which is for the we of odifying, thas 
| . | id 
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P-hoOvaenns: ' wy T3 
4 may miniſter grace to thi: bearers: Epheſ.q.4an1d gli.” 4.475 
"ad eſj cially ler vs beware of ag wv diſſimolation, : 
vntruth, and falſchoode, which beſeeme not righteous per- 
ſons. Make no repert for certaintie of any thing that is 'vncer- * 
taine,neither make a promiſe without a ſerled purpoſe, and re. - 
ſolution of performance. The faichfulneſſe of Boaz. in thiscaſe 
was ſo prooucd, and made manifeſt; that whenhee had once 
giuen his word to Ruth, Naemy biddeth her to build vport it 
and not further to trouble her ſelfe : for ſaith ſhe, The max will 
| not bee in reſt, untill hee bane finiſhed the matter this ſame day: 
; Ruth.3.18. | 


T Poſac. 


; Conſolation, if good men, notwithflanding their greatin- 4  - M 
firmicies and coftuptions, haue yet ſuch {inceritic inſpeaking, "i 
and ſuch fidelitie in performing that which they ſpeake : bow 
a ſhall not the righteous God(in compariſon of whom all men 
$ are liars, and who isnot ſo properly called rrue,as truth,and al : 
c his words veritieit ſelfe) howſhal not tee, Tſay, fulfill all bis oy 
| romiſes,and ſtand to his covenants thathee'Hath faade with 
d his people? Hee hath vndertaken' for their faluation, their 


maintenance,proreQion; ſafcrie from Satan,deliverance from 


n tyrants and perſecutors,and ſhall not all this be accompliſhed? 

» 4s not all ptre mettall ehache pronounceth 2:75 it wot as filve 

h tried ſenenfold i# the fire Pſalm; 12.6; Tf hee ſhould faile of 

's, his word, he ſhould forgetbis cruth;andin forgetting histruch, 

a= ſhould forgochis nature, and conſequently ſhould forfeit his 

IE Deitie, which were an execrablething ſo much asto conceive. ” 

en But the heart of the wicked, cc.) Though finfull perſons Do&; 2; ... © 

TE make neuer ſo greatzſhewonthe ourſide; yer there is nothing A wickedman | 

ſo within them worth any thing. To that purpoſe tend rhe words bath his worſt * 

ich of the Apoſtle colleed out ofthe Plalmes : The Lordkneyeth apno2p on : 

gh the thought rof the viſe to bee bit vaine. IF the point had flood 253% 7 
h ypon mans opinion, there might eafily haue been an error in , 

ay it:but he bringeththe reftimonie of Gad,vpon ſure and.infalli- 

at ble khowledpeto confirmeit. And whereas y Prophernameth 

> mart indefinitely ,thatis, eucry man vnregenerate: Pſal,94.1T. 

Ou ee-ſingleth. out! the'Hivfe nd chciſcn 'of all the for of 
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296, PROVERBS. — (54p10, 
likelie.to prevaile; and faith that the thoughts ofthe wiſe men - 
beſt qualified with art, and naturall parts, are not onely yaine, 
bur verieyanicie, asthe Pſalmiſt hath it. Z 

. Furſt, they.arc altogether defiiture of the ſpiritof grace. 

Secondly, the heart of man, without the ſpirir,is foule, and 
filthie,and an yncleane fiake of all abominations.. 

Thicdlie, the fireames that-iflue from thence declare what 
the fountaine is, when all their words, andaRions, and recrea- 
rtions,and imaginations are onely.finfull and wicked:Hag,2.15« 
Tit.1.15, Gea.6.x.. 

Fourthly,Gods proceeding againſt'them ia his diſpleaſure 
maketh manife how baſe they are: forhee knoweth how all 
things are to be priced. Since therfore heceieReth and caſterh 
them away, it euidently.appeareth-that there is no goodnefle 
in ther. So ſaith [eremie, They ſball call themreprobatefiluer bt 
£4nſe the Lord bath reueFiedthem: Ter.6.30. 

InftruQion,not toomuchto magnifie and admire them, nor 
toofarreto depend yponthem. For better things arenor cer- 
tainely ro be expeRed fromthem, than are in them. Andther- 
fore many.times coppanghe golden promiſes, and leader per 
formances,becauſe they haue bur droffie affeRions.. 

Confalation, to poore Chriſtians in:regard oftheir porti-. 
on,notwithſtanding they comeſhore of the ypgodly in goods. 
and livings. Many finnets be ſer-vp in Rate,and much worth. 
in ourward wealch, when as they bee worſe than -bankrupesin- 
their ſoules, and wholy defllituce of all inward ſubſtance: and 
contrariwiſe though the Saints haue but ſmall Rore of external: 
riches, yet rhey be of great poſſeſſions intheir hearts, and flow 
with plentic in their.ioward parts... | 


Verſ.21: The lippes of the 1 birons doe-fe : but 
feales die for want þ cert bag * "me ney 


| diaky was declared theexeellencieofa goodiongue, ant 
k J;vell ſeaſoned ſpeech : and here are the cffeRzs ofircom- 
mended,namely, the good that igwropght by ic,the:foules.of 
many being edified therewith, and receiuing grace,and grow 

4 


Perf.11, PROVERYES 
eth for ſaluation and c6fort,as the body doth obtaine firength, 
and noutiture, | andrefreſhing, by their meanes that miniſter 
wholeſome foode vnto ir; And thisis iHuftrated by the contra- 
rieeffetof wicked,and ignorant perſons, That they arefſo far 
from feeding others with knowledge and wiſedome, that rhe 
ſuffer themſelues to be tarued co death & deſiruRion;throy 
the wantofir.  - | DPD OTE EACH 2 UML 


= 


16> 


The liwof therightrons, Bc. Tris the note of 3 faichfull tram, Det7.1; 


To vſc his knowledge and other good” gifts for the benefit of Heisthe beſt 


is ſec ; wy hat doth 
his brethren. In this ſeaſe the Apoltle faith, that 'rbowgh bee CS 


good. 


were poore,yet he made many rich » 2 ,Cor.6.10, His meane eſtate 
would not permit him,to beſtow monie, or ſuch kind of gift 
as wealthie men vſe to diſtribute, becauſche had no great plen- 
tic himſelf: bur that which-he had moftof,end others had moſt 
needof,that he moſt liberally communicated-co all that would 
xeceiuc it, whereſocuecr he came, 


Firſt, godly men doe ptouide themſelues of theſe celeftiall Rea: Is 


graces,and therby arc made ablets participare them to others. 
They hauc alearning care,and therfore alfoa teachiog rongue: 
they be couetous of ſpirituall gifts, and therefore alſo liberall 
of them: they are great caters, and(as wemayſay) hauean ap=- 
perite to deuoure all,and therefore would haue egery taanite 
takepart wichthem.lIn earthly commodities, men arcofacon- 
trarie diſpoſition: for as they are the more greedie of getting 
to themſeluesſo arethey moreniggardlyin withholding from 
others: and as any one doth ſwallow wp mere, the leſſe is lefe 
for thereſftof the companies but ia theauenly thiogs/it-com- 
methto paſſe thathone beſofrank and free, asthey whoſe de- 
fires be moſt greedie of haning: andnone doe ſave; and leaue 
ſo much forthe yſc oftheir brethren,as they rhat raketheir full 


mealc,and cate as muchas poflibly they can. FTorake the frui- 


tion of the graces of God,is the way to make prouifion'ofthem 
for our neighbours ; and to beſtow ypon others, is themeanes 
to retaine and augment themtoourſelues. | Y 
Secondly, they haue an ynderfianding heart,and holie dif- 
cretionto giue tocueric ane ſuch a portion, at is firreſtfor the 
health of his ſoule;; ſome ate _ and My 
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ruQion ;- ſome ate vnrulic, and haue neede ofrebuke: ſome 


are weake,and hauencede to be confirmed: ſome are feare.- 
full and feeble, and-haue need of comfort,and incouragement. 
Alltheſe duties will awiſe and righteous man exerciſe, accor- 


ding to the proportion,meaſure and.degrees of his wiſedome, 


. and righteouſneſle. - 


Thirdlie, their lips -wil ſend ameſſage to heauen, and'deale 
with the Lord to relieve them, whoſe wants.themſelues are 
notable to ſupplie. And ſothey do not onely feede the ſoules 
bur cuen the bodies of very. many, when'their prayers and 
prayſes are accepted of God; and made effeQuall, for the 
fruirfulnes of the earth: And to that purpoſe tendeth the prayer 
of the Propher,Pſalm.67.5.6.. Let the peoplepraiſe thee,O God: 
let all the people praiſe ther, Then ſball tbe earth bring forth ber int. 
creaſe,aud God, euen our God ſhallbleſſe vs. Totheſame effeRis 
the exhortation that is giuen by /ze/forthe healing ofthe miſe. 
ries of his time. Let-the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, weepe 
bet\veene the porch and the altar : and let them ſay, ſpare thy people, 
O Lord,&c.T ben vill the Lord auſcrere and ſay vnto bis {2+ be. 
hold I will ſendy ou corne and wine ,aud oyle, andyon ſhall be ſatisfied 
therewith. And by this meanes Elieb did feede all Ifrael,by pro- 
curing raine,. for. want whereof they were like to periſh. All 
eAchabs wealth; and theriches and power of the whole king- 
dome were inſufficient for ſuch a worke, 

Reproofe of them that never miniftred anything, butin- 
feion to their people fortheir ſoules, No child,no ſeruant, no 


notthe-wife of their owne boſome,hadecucrany helpe by them 


to ſaluation. Their houſes be nurſeries and ſeminaries! of ſwea- 
ring; and gaming, anddrinking,- andall kindes'of finfulnefle. 
An ignorant; and yngodly familie ſo allowed; and continued, 
doth conuineethe gouernour to be 2 finner; afoole, and a kind 
of murtherer of himſelfe, as the other parc of the verſe ſhew- 
eb, which-ſhall bee paſſed over-now, becauſe it hath been 
partly handled alreadie,agd.muftbee againeheredfter, © 
-.'Secondly, inftruion to make choice of habitation, and 
ſocierie with iuſtmen+: for much commoditic isto bee had in 
their companie,by the benefic of theirfruirfull tongue, 
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Verſa. 


Verſ. 22. The bleſſing of the Lordit doth wake rich : and bi ad- 
Aeth no ſorro\Vves with it, ot 


= purpoſe and drife of theſe words is, to-ſhew the pre. 


eminence that Gods people haue aboue the men of the 


world : that whereas the wicked haue nothibg buttheirowne 
hands, and catnall meanesto'truſt ynto fortheireſtate; ſuch 'zs 
be godly, hauc God ro: prouide for them ; and his goodneffſe 
onely doth make rich, and they onely are inriched by him. But 
becauſe his enemics hauc vſually more tore of aavith then his 
children; and thereby irmay' ſeeme, that either men may bee 
rich without his bleſſing, orelſe that heeis mote prouident for 
finaers then for Saints ; therefore hee ſhewerh the differences 

That troubles and vexations are intermingled with the' goods 

of the wicked, and his ſervants are freed from them. Yetiris 

not ſo to be conceiued, 'as though no good inen had any trou- 

bles with their riches 3 and that whoſdeuer doe find priefe and 
perturbationsin theſe carthly things, were deprived ofthe ble[- 
ling of God, andreflimoniesofhis fanour: bur thisis themea- 
- ning, that ſo farre as he doth beſtowe' them, and they depend 
vpon him for them, ſo farre they eſcape from vexations: ſo that 
the cares and troubles 'growe meerely from theirowne irifit< 
MItICS. k des SEES 


. The bleſſing 8c.) Aseuerl ating lifeisthe gift of God; fois DoZ. 
goodandcomfortable eſtate in this world, Devidin his thank(- A comfortable - 
giving to God, maketh a free confeſſion thereof, faying; Borb < 


riches and hanonr come of thee,&c.r.Chron.29.12. 


ſtrength, nor diligence can prevaile, vnleſſe hee giue ſucceſſe, 
And therfare the holy Ghoſt teachervin the Pſalms;thar with= 
out him, {ts in vaine for men to riſe early, and'to lie do\vny Late, 


and to eate the breadof ſorrow: Plal.127i2. Andtherefore Meſet | 


iveth thatſcrious admonition; Beware /efF rhou' fi thine 


art, my power, aud the ſtrength of mine owne hand bath prepared - 


we this abwydance. But remember the Lord thy God: far jt is hee © 


which gineth thee polver $0getſubſtance-Dent.17.18., 0 
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{tate is a ble{- 
ling of God, - 


Firſt,neither the commodiouſneſle of any rrade;norskill;,nor Reaſon 1 


Woe 1 
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Secondly, he alone workethcontentment, which is an high 


degree of richnefle, 


Thirdly, hee giueth a chearefull heart wich the portion, and 


. cauſeth them totake their parc of their poſſeſſions with.com- 


fort:Eccleſ.2,24+ 
Fourthly,he preſerveth-them fromthe ſeares of loſſes whilles 


they enioy their goods, and from immoderate ſorrow if their 
ſubſtance bee taken away; as tharappeared inthe ex:\mple of 
Tob, who by his patience declared himſelfero bee as rich when 


all his goods were gone, as he was at that time when he poſleſ- 
ſcd them all. 


InftcuRion: to vſe themeanes that wee may be bleſſed, and 


partakers of his promiſes. And tharis: firſt, by picty and re- 
ligion.For ſo runneth the promiſe; Bleſſed s the man that fearetb 
the Lord, and delighterh greatly in bis Commandements. Riches 
and treaſtires ſballbe inbig bouſe:Pſal.1 12.2.3. Secondly,by cal 
ling ypon the name of God, andexercife of prayer for ſuch 


_ thiongsasare needfull for ys. For thenegleRofthis dutie,the A- 


poſile ſheweth to be the cauſe of their want and necedineſſe;Jam. 
4-2Ye fight nd warre and get nothing;becauſe ye aihe nor. Third- 
ly, by the good imployment and viage of thoſe things which 
we'cniay already, cither.tohis owne ſervices, or reliefe of his 


 Ppoore diftrefled people: If We honor the Lord with our riches,and 


With the firt#fraits of all our increaſe, our barnes fyall be filed with 
abundance,&c.Chap. z(9,10. And ſo,/iberdil perſons are promiſed 


ro haneplenty:Prou.1 1:25. Fourthly, by mercy andliberalitie to 


them that ace in neceſſty:Prou. 1 1-24,25.Fiftly, by faithfulnefſe 
and diligence in our places andcallings ; as hath been ſhewed 

in the fourth.verſe. | ant 
Conſolation to ſuch as ſerve him, that they ſha!l ſurely bee 
Kored with all ſufficiencie, Theſe whom hee will raiſe yp to 
wealth, ſhall cercainclie riſe, though never ſo many ſecke to 
bold them.downe : for who ſhall hold backehis hands-from 
iving hisownevato his owne. How marueilouſly were e- 
aham and -lacob enriched among fitangers and infidels, not 
onely aliants from their teligion, 4a yowed enemies to their 
;Naton 7. And where in his wiſedoeme hee ſeethir-not-firro fill 
nn Ne. their 


5 "ws 


ti, o fr... of 
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their houſes with amplicude of ſubſtance, hee will make few 

things to yeelde manic comforts, and ſinall things to bee of 
reat force, and meanethings to bee yerie precious.and extel. 

- lent. And inthis ſenſeir is faid, that ef 'ſwmall thing vnto the- 
init man, is betterthen great riches to the \vicked and mightie: 

. Pfal.37.16. ; 

Terrour for the wicked, that they can never be rich : though 

they haue riches, yetchey are not rich, but onely plagued with 

 amultitudeof corments and vexations: Eccleſ.2.26. 


Verſ. 23s 1t is a paſtime to 4 foole to commit wickedneſs: but 
wiſedome is the delight of 4 man of vuderſtanding. 


T T is a paitims to a foole to commit Wickgdneſſe,8&c.) That is,fin- 
full men take greae pleaſurein doing thatwhichis evil, as if 
it were a ſport or recreation to them: and itis as much-ioy and 
refreſhing to him thatis godly wiſe, both to ger wiſedome;and 
to performeall the good exerciſcs thereof. . 


Sinne is the delight of finners;-and grace, of good men. Of zo: - 
the one ſort wee have many teſtimonies in this booke; butin $0007, 04h 
che ſecond Chapter eſpecially, verſe 1.4. They dalight in-doing time tofin- 
exill,and reiozee in wicked frowardneſſe. Andin the fourth Chap - net, and 
ter, verſe 17. it is ſaid ;:that. th:y eate the bread of withedneſſe, $74ceis the 
and drinke the wine of violence: it is meate and drinke unto themto Ae PY 


doe miſchiefe; Of the other ſore, the Propher is an example 
and patterne,.in.the hundred and ninetcenth Pſalme : where, 
in many places hee profeſſeth-his fingWar comforrand delighe 
that hee conceiueth tm theheavenly word of God; as whenhee 
faith ; How ſiveete are thy promiſes vuto my month ? yea more ther / 
bonie unto my mouth; «Aud they are theioy of mine heart :Plal, 
119.103.1111 | 

Firſt, this contrarietie ariſeth fromthe: contrarie eauſes of 


theſe contrarie likings. All wicked men doe loueſinne, atidir $*4/+ T4 


jisas dearevntothem as.the-members' of their: owne bodies, 
Andall godly men doe loue righecouſnefle, and:rather defire 
to be delivered from life, then ſeparated from grace-and the 
ſeruices.of God. . Nowit is a perpetualleule which never _ 
$445 | FA ys 


lob 29,13» 
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Jerh chat whatſocuer any man loueth mef}, thathe will alwaies 


. moſt delight in. ' Secondly, wicked men arefleſhly; and there- 
fore live after the fleſh, and ſauour of the things ofthe fleſh,and 
delight in the works of the flcſh,And gedly men areled by the 
Spirit, and ſauour of the things ofthe Spirit, andreioycein the 
fruirs of the Spirit. wy . 
Secondly,itis ſeenc inthe contrary effets of both (ides. Firſt, 
wicked men 1unne violently to finne, andwill-nor:defiſt from 
their divelliſh purpoſes, before they have effeRed them:though. 
godly men through naturall corruptions and temptations, haue 
ſometimes a proneneſſ and inclination co euill; yer they may 
be eafily-retraRted by counſell and admonition ; as Danid wis 
from ſlaying of Nabal; but they conſtantly proccede to the 
performance of every good dutie. Secondly, wicked men doc 
meditate in the night, and indeuourin the-day to fulfill rheic 


fnfull defires, They Works wickedveſſe vpon their beds, and when * 


the morning ts light they praStiſe it; becauſe their band bath power: 
Micah 2.1. Godly men doc meditate inthe night,and indeuour 
in the day to know and obey the holy will of the Lord. As Iſaias 
ſpeakerhin the perſon of all the faithfull z174b wy. ſoule bane [ 
ſired thee in the night, and \vith my ſpirit within mee will 1 ſeeks 
thee in the morning : Iſa. 26.6. Thirdly, when wicked men haue 
accompliſhed their ſiofull defires, they ſurfer with gladneſſe: 
when they are diſappointed, they are filled with bitter yexati- 
On.For they cannot ſleepe,except they bane done ejeill;and rheir ſleeps 
departeth, except they pr” ſome to fall. For thdy eate the bregd of 
wickedneſſe,aud drinke thMvime of violence: Prou.4.r6, v7, When 
godly men haue commuted (inne , it bringeth anguiſh vpon 
their hearts; when they have performedany Chriſtian ſeruice,ir 
is a comfortable refreſhing ro their ſoules;) Fourthly, the cu. 
tome of finning is ſe ſweete to the wicked, that they will not for- 
ſake tt, but take them for their enemies thatThall diſſwade them 
from it : the yoke of finneisheauie tothe godly thatthey till 
firive to beedisburtticnedof ir, and the yoke of Teſus ſo 'cafie, 
thatthey willingly ycelde themſelucs to ir, and accotint them 
their beſt friends bat ſhallhelpechemoagainſtthe one;and fur- 
ther them tothe others! +) 1 1 139 » oh 


__ —_ — 


Con- 


'Perſet® Provenns. Wy © 
Confuration,of the errenious oppinion ofchoſe,that allow- /77 I. 


ing themſclues in the purſuit of all finfull pleaſures, and profits, 
euen ſeruing their luſts wich delight, and working vnclean- 
nefle with greedineſſe,doe yet vndertake for the ſaferie of their 
owne ſoules,and challenge the name, and perogariue of righ- 
teous men, | 

Conſolation,to them that are wearied with the rebellious 
motions ofthe fleſh, that arc rot able vtterly to ſubdue the 
remnants of ſinne,and their owne naturall diſpoſition, but that 
ſometimes their-pride giueth them a wound; ſometimes their 
rage breaketh out ſuddainly,8 Rriketh them ſo,that the prints 
of che ſtrokes are ſcene, and the ſcarres which remaine after 
them; ſomerimes couetouſnes prefleth ſo hard ypon them, thae 
it maketh them co give groung, yea, ir taketh,and impriſoneth 
them : yet if they hare theſe corruptions the more becauſe they 
haue been hurt by them;ifthey labour for liberty, and groane 
for deliverance our of their captiuirie,chey are ſtil reputedwiſe, 
and the faithfull ſouldiers,and ſeruants of Chriſt. 


Verl. 24+ That which the wickgd feareth, fall come upon bim : 
but God vill graunt the defere of tharighteous, 


He condemnation in the world to come, whichyngodlie 
men through the guiltineſſe of their conſciences are often 
ſummonnedvnto,when God ſhall draw their ſoule our of their 
bodie, they ſhall certainly fall into. And thoſe iudgements, and 
miſeries of this life, which they mott hate,though they hope to 
eſcape them,they are in dangerto bring yponthemſclues. 
And that which is moſt deſirable, and will be moſt comfor- 
table to Chriſtians, the Lord which knoweth what is moſt ac- 
ceptableto them, and profitable for them, will in due ſcaſon 
beflow vpon them. 


That which the Wicked feareth,cc.|Wharſocuer is moſt con- DoF. rx. 
trarie to the affeQion, and liking of finfull perſons, that they That which ill 
= expe&to bee plagued withall. This the Lordthreatned men moſt 


totherebellious and obſlinate Iewes by the Propher Feekiel, earenial ul 


them, 


Iwilltake from them their power, the ioy of their bononr,the plea- 
Q fore 


fare of their eies;and the defire of their heart, their ſonnes and their 


3 
Toezlr. Fs 
Ifa, 3.16.17. 
&c. 
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daughters: Ezck. 24.25. The things which'they are altogether 
'vawilliog to depart with, thoſe would he firip themof : and 
conſequently, that which they would be very loath:tobeare, 
ſhould hcauily be laid vpon them. 

' Fiſt, ordinarily chey teare that which is the moſt proportio- 
nable,and proper puniſhment of their offences. As proud men 
haue nothing in ſo great dereftation as reproch,and contempr: 
and nothing is ſo much. due vnto them as to becontemned, 

Secondle, their feare and dread of falling into thoſe evils, 
doth cauſe them to ſecke the prevention of them by euill 
meanes,and theroby they take the way to inforce the ſpeedie 
execution of chem. / As they that would flie farre from neceſſ1- 
tic and want, by haſtie getting of riches and ſubſtance, do very 
often prouoke poucrtic to come ſwiftly, with: violence vpon 
them. Forthis is the way that hath the promiſe: Prou.2$8.13> 
He that hideth bu fianes ſhall not proſper : but be that confeſſeth, 
and forſaketh them, ſball hawe merie. | 


- 
% 


Thirdly,the Lord doth make choice of and fingleth out ſuch. 


maner of iudgementsas ſhal moſt Rtingrhem,and come neereft 
to their hearts, and thoſe are they which are moſtterrible to 
them. What could haue been lo grieuous to Haman, as firftto 
be made _©Afordecaies.page, and then afterwards to be hanged 
vpon the gallowes; then which nothing could bce invented 
more horrible to him, and therfore he had. prouided ic for Hors 
decai whom he moſt mortally hated ?. 

InftruRtion, firit to fence our ſelues againſt the imitation 
of the wicked, and defire of their Rate, by confidering how 
wretched and miſerable their condition is. Euen- preſentlic 


they are arreſted,and after a fort apprehended with feares: helb- 


and deftrution doe ſometimes ſhew themſelues vnto their 
ſoules ; and in time to come, yulefſe they repent, they ſhall 


- haue full poſſeſſion of them... Secondly, to free our ſelues'from 


all our feares, by flying to the Lord for ſuccour, againſt the 
miſchiefes which wee would not fallinto, and for repentance 


and humiliation againſt the fianes that would draw them ypon- 


Bat: 


our hcads.. 


y ' i hes —_— TD< wo. m-mcoc i .oauc 
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\ . But Godwill grant; &c.] The beft way to CY DoF. 2; 
miſe made, that Good mens 
God will fulfill the aeſires of them that feare him; Wherein yer dclires ſhallbe 
theſe rvlesare to bee obſerued: Firft, that ovrwill bee agreea- graumed, = 
ble co Gods will the defire muſtbee holie, and ſeaſoned with © 
the. ſpirit 3 'and-nov'icatnall; 4nd t6rripred'by thefldh; De. Plal.r45.19, 


moſt expedient for vs." + 12 | L 
 _ Firſt,heraiſethvp the heartto ſceke forthem, heeencliggth Reaſon 5. 


tisfied is ro be godly, 'For to ſuch there'is ap 


aiding paſſion would'needes know how long hee:was to live, 
And Tawesand Joby would haue fire'to come from heauen'to 
defiroy a'whole rowne, gnd anothet cime'they made fute ro 
bee the ſecond men! ofthe wholee#tth. [Theſe petitions were 
not graunted, becauſe they . were-nor* I 
faſefor them robe! obtained. Setondhe/thatfometimes law 
full defiresare-nor perforined in theſimeFinde! butexchan- 
ged'for betrer, and tharwhich:dorh more good'is'beftowed 
inſtead ofthem. eAfofes defired toentet'into theland bf Ca- 
naan, hee was denied thar, buthe entred ſoonetirtp the; liea- 
uvenly'dnd' bleed reft of ievcrlaliing/ life: Parlv8old hive 
bin peifeRly freed fromal originatteortuprion;& flexi from 
the (licrings, and working oft, butit A6od notwiththe wiſe2 
done | 

grace againſt it, which was much more for tiisowne glory; and: 
theſdund-comforr of Panls con feiehice,” Thitdly, that werdr 
the Lorisleaſure,ahd:depend'owhisharid, t6'miniflet fir et 
time allthoſe good things whietiourſoulesYefire, and fo wee 
ſhall cot faileto recejue them,when heſeeth that they will bed 


. 


« 


the ſouls, {6:much ro long afterthety, **nd theteforele w $his 
purpoſe to beſtow them; Forthereby'thie Prophettakethfoo- 
ting for aſſurance of helpe ro Gods diftreſſed ſeruant crys, 
ing Vatohim: Lord, ef def FO Bja a7 "1htk pre- 
pareFt their: beart:c \thunGbendeit Wis Par to thegy. Phlme 
19:4 79nuodion 610 510 LUP 2 HL MH EANIOILT Ot 

Secondly he giuerh theſpiriteffaith;und þ EL, 

ade noHay tithey never ſuftaine any repalſe; whatforotythey 
lay hold.6n, they maketheirowne. And' therefore Saitit'Tobu' 
laith,that thus 25 the aſſurarice thir wee ant in God, rat if wi aiks 
r Qz ny 


tf 


sked} nor 


od to yeeld tharvrito hints butht affified him wich 


$5 


{ Dd, 


u6 
aw thing according to bis Will. be beareth vs, «And ifwe know that 


PrRoveRBSe (bap.to; 


be bearotb vi,wbatſoener we ackg,we know that we ſhall bane the pe= 
titions that we defire of bim: 1.Joh.5.14.15- 

Thirdly,he calleth vs ro him by commandement to ſeeke all 
good things at his hand, and incourageth vs to the ſame by 


' . promiſes; andtherfore his owne truth is our ſecuritie for them, 


Fourthly,his al-ſufficiencie, and abſolute abilitic for perfor« 
mance, doth abundantly exceede all thedefires of all the faith- 
full, yea, of all creatures, though they were neuer ſo ample and 
feruent. For heeis able co doe abundantly aboue all that wee 
aske or thinke, Epheſ.3.20. ,-  -- | 

Firſt, conſolation to righteous men, againſt the defeQs that 
are in their ſoules, and the neceſſties of fiate,and bodie; th 
are beſt prouided for both: for ſo great is the credit whic 
they haue inthe Court of heauen, and their fauour with the 
King of heauen, thatthey aske,and haue ; deſire, and preuaile: 
and if they be not forward enough that waies, they ſhal.be cal- 
led vpon to put in their. petitions, and iolarge their deſires. 
eAhe, faith ourSauiaur, and ye ſball receine,that your ioy may bee 

fall: Ioh.16.24. Open rby month wide, ſaith the Lord nd 7: Will 
filit : Plalm.81.10, '2 _- 

. Secondly,terror for their enemies, that by eyrannic and vio- 
knce.compellthemro-complaine ofthem.So farre as the Lord 
1s readie to gratific them by graunting all good things which 
they aske,ſo farre is he alſo prouoked topuniſh their adueria-= 
ries and oppreflors that cauſe them tocrie. 


. Verſ. 25... As the Whirl wine paſſeth, ſb & the wi hems 
but the Es ns an Cer foundation. * q 


& meaning ofthe wards: is, that vagodly men;jhowſoes 
4 vecthey flouriſh for atime,yet do ſuddainly cometo ruine; 
and deftruRtion;as the whirle-wind ſwiftlie bloweth ouer; and 
is leſſe conftang, and permanent, than the-ordinarie windeis, 
though there bee no fabilitic in any. Bur when'it is ſaid, #hep 
are no more, he doth not intimate any mortalitic of their ſoules, 


as thoughchey ſhould be wholly. diflolued as. brute beaſt: for 
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their ſoules are everlaſting as well as Gods le, and their 

bodies ſhall beraiſed vp againe atthe day of the Lord,'as well 

asthe Saints : bu itistheir hope and happinefſe, and noctheir 

being thar periſherh, they ſhall never recover any good eftate 

any more. Now againſt theſe are ſet the righteous,whoſe ſoule 

and body,and blefiedneſſe, have a ſerled ſafetie,as a foundation 

that can neuer bce remoued. So that this is the oppoſition : 

the wicked are as a whirle-winde, and ſoare no more: but the 

righteous are likea firme foundation, and ſo perpetually. re< 

maine. | , 

— Though the ſlate of the yngodly bee more ruffling thenthe DotZ. 

ſervants of Godzyerthe ſtate of Gods ſervants is more certaine. Vagodly men 

and fablethen the vyngodly ones. The whirle-winde mounteth =_ fare 

aloft,and toſſerh yp hay,and ftraw,and flubble,and fillech mens SE ; 

eyes with duſt, and commeth violently. ypon them with a blu- hauca firme 

— blaſt; burimmediately it is gone,and paſſed farreaway. foundation, - 

The foundation lieth low inthe ground; & is neither ſeene nor 

heard ; yerthere ic continueth immouecable for many generatis 

ons. The ynconſtant and tickle eſtate of wicked men, is fitly ex« 

preffed by lively comparifonsin theprophecicof Hoſea; They Hoſ,13.3; 

' ſhall be as the morning cloud, and as the morning deaw that paſſetb; 

away; as the chaffe that ts drinen with awhirle-windomt of the floore, 

and 4; the ſmoke that goeth out of the chimney. The contrary firmi= 

tude and tabilicie of the godly, is by our Saviour himſelfe like- 

ned to an houſe that is built on a rocke:a»d the raine fel,andthe Mauth.7.256 

floods came,and the windes ble and beate that bonſe,andit fellnot;. 

for it \vas grounded on arocke. | 
Firſt, the one ſort haue been as ynconſtant in their waies, Reaſon 23." 

and as cafily blowne from/finne to finne, asthe chaffe, and duſt, © © 

and withered leaues haue- been carried vp and downe. with | 

the wind : and if they haueentred iato any good courſe, there 

hath been no more fiedfaſinefſe ini them, then is:iqpThe mor. 

ning cloud and morning deaw: Ifay 64.6. Hoſ. 6:4; The 0- 

ther have rooted and ſetled aſwell infaith, as in all faichfull be. 

hauiour : and for theſe cauſes the one: fide flitteth away, and'is 

gone to miſerie; andthe otherremaine happy and bleſſed for - 


EuCTe«. | 030) 
4s. Q, 3 Secondly, , 


_ wa ets ackanendte ctoacd cd ___ 


Pſet. 


» *ſperitie ſhall ſo ſpeedily and ſodainely be turned into mi 


. neth to bu earth;then bis tbonghts peraſh 
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- Secondly, the one ſort haue:God and bis Angels. to purſue 
and puſh them-away:the other haue God and his Angels to vp= 
hold and confirme them, that they be not moucd from the fru« 
tion of his favour; | F 
- Terrour for finfull men, whoſe ſhort and momentany mu 
eric, 
TInflrution: firſt, not to.affet thepleaſures of finne, wherein 
may beea continuall expeCtagion of ſuddaine deſtruction.,Se- 


condly,not torepoſe afhance in any wicked perfor. For though 
there were ſome conſtancic in their hearts or mouthes, (which 
ſeldome or never falleth:out) yerthere is none intheir life and 
 eftace. Pſak146.3:,4. Put net your truft iv war wer in the favne of 


w:@n : for there ts nohelpe in him bis breath departeth,andbt retwr- 


Conſolation 'ro ſuch-as ace ;moleGed: with:che boyftcrous 


..'.. tempeſts of wicked men; though they.xoare lout, they, ſhall 


notirage long; -the Lyrdowll put aſpeedy end'ro their eryeliie, 


"Which was anargumeancthar.the Praphee v{cd to coofirmethe 


hearrs of ſuchas were oppreſſed with; violence and-yexations, 


'1ir1 this time; The meeke in the Lord ſaallreceine ion aggine; andthe 


poore-men ſhall reiozce in the boly ne.of. [{ragl. Far, thecruel man. 
ſhallceaſe,audtbe chornofull ſoaltbe conſumed, avdal that heftedia, 


iniquitir foall be eutioff: Uaiizg, 195206 101 | 
e ALON! | © | 7 . 1} - '1 
Verſ, 26s eAs vineger# 10 the teeth, and ſmoke to the eyes ; [6 


&.the/inhfull tsthem that ſend him. 


Dolt.” IP 


We muſt be 


$ wiveger,8c.] Thatis, teomuth vineger,or other things 


that be tharpe,and ſoure;:;dae Terthe zeerh. on edge .and 


vcore haven {moke doth bring both ſmart 2nd buxt tg the eyes : ſo doth the 


our affaires, 


flothſull pasfon, or hethar is givengo.any other leaud behauior,, 
worke vention of hearezo them thar ſend him,or commitmat= 
ter ofchomcer voto himy V8 + v4 5146 "WIS EY 
. He chatimployech in anyſervicevnworthy andecarclefle per 
ſons, ſhall bring ſorrow and moleſtation vponbimſelfe. 
There is another Pcoverbe which. tengeth-toghe ſame pur. 
poſe, though the imilitude be different; as though hee ſhould 
3 QUEe $f | <UL 


k 
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. feridecha meſſi ge by afoole:Prou:26.6.He dorhasmechiniys) 


rie to himſelfe,ag if he ſhould maime his meflenger ofhis ſeere,. 


or make him lame of his legs; for as the oneinthar cafe, ſhould: 
not bee able to diſpatch his journey ; ſo neithercanche other- 
well performe the things thac:are:commicted to his care-and 

wiſedome.Ir is aſpeechthatis ordinaryin vic;thathe-muſtne- 
uerlooke to ſpecde well thar ſendeth a foole on his errand. 


U9r 
cut offhis meſſengers feere ſo hedrinketh violenzeox buit;tbar! 


Firft, there is perill of falſhood and treachery, or of much Reaſito. 


remiſneſſe and negligence, or want of diſcretion, and skilful- 
nefſe : byall which there groweth hurt, orloſſe, or trouble to 
him that putreth himiin cruſt with his affaires; as Mephiboſbzrb 
_ and Beabadadfound by the ſeruices of Zibaand Haxael..: . 
The curſe of God doth vſually accompany the aRions and 
waies ofcurſed finners: and therfore they that adventure co en-< 
tertainthE;have many times apart ofthe puniſhment withthe. 
Thirdly,al the faults & abſurdities in word or work,of fooliſh 
and (inful ſeruants,are imputed to the reproche of their maſters 
that imploy the;& ſo the ſorrow is cauſed by ſhame &.infamie. 
Fourthly, the contratrie will cleare the truth of this point. 
For if good ſecuants and faithfull meſſengers, bee for the com. 
fort, and credit, the ſafetie and profitof ſuch as doe yſethemz 
then they that are altogether of another maner of affeAiowand 
diſpoſition, cannot. but worke another manner of efteftsand 


conſequents. 


Admonition: to bee very heedefullto auoidethat noiſome p7/,r, 


ſinne of flochfulneſſe, which bringeth ſo many miſchiefs with jr, 
both to our ſelues for ſoule, and bady, and fate, and name x 
and toothers alſo; and thoſe eſpecially whomin ſpeciall man- 
ner wedwe duty vato. v4. # 
Secondly, to make a wiſe choice, prouidently of ſuch- as 
wee haue occaſion to vſe in anie bufinefle, that their indu- 
ſirie and diligence, theicprudencie and uliſcretien, their faith- 
fulneſſe and ſound dealing, may bee. arcfreſhing; and not a 
tormenttovs. And of the benefit that commeth by- ſuch, ir 
is ſpoken in the five andtwemie Chapter, -verſe'1 3, es the 
cooleneſſe of ſnoVve water (for that is the meaning) in the rime of 
baruelt : 


_ 


mo PROVERBS. Chap.10. 


barueft; fo is a faithful er to them that ſend bim; for be re- 
Aabed th Fir rr If we haue obtained ſuch as be 
not as ſmoke to offend eur eyes, bur our eyes may behold 
chem and their good behaviour with delight, ler vs not bee 
vineger to their recth, or ſmoke to their eyes : let not our 
 ſcourenefle and diſcontentment, our mare ouer- 
much ſparing, beany meanes of their diſcouragement. Deale 
kindly with them,and beliberall ro them, that thou maieſt not 
onely retaine them ill to bee thy ſeruants, bur giue all good 
furtherance to the continuance of their yprightneſle. 


Verſ. 27. The feare of the Lord increaſeth the daies : but the 
Jyeares of the wicked are cut ſhort. 


He _ of the Lord,&c.) That is, true picric and religion, 

: with the exerciſe alſo of iuftice and righteouſneſſe. [ncrea- 

ſeth the daies;That is,as a meanes it cm thoſe that are in= 

_ duedwith ir, from an vntimely death.But the yeares of the wicked 

frall be cut off. Their vngodly and finfull courſe of life is ſome- 

times an inſirument to bring them ſpeedily totheir end ; as by 

ſurfers and euill diſeaſes, or falling into the hands ofthe Magi- 

ſrate,or by quarrelling,and ſuch like. Sometimes it prouoketh 

the Lord to flay them in the middeft of their race, and not to 

ſuffer them to come to that age, which by their ſtrength & con. 

 RHitutionof body they might have attained vnto. And inthis 

Plal. 55.23, ſenſe the Propher ſaith inche Pſalmes ; that the wicked ſhall nor 

|  lincomtbalfe their daies. This doQtrine of this verſe hath been 
handled already in the eleuenth yerſe of the former Chapter. 


Verſ. 28. Thepatient abiding of the righteox ſhallbe pladueſſe: 
but the bope of ths wicked ſaBpenih. < ſpallbe glaaveſſe 


Frer that the children of God haue once imbraced his 
promiſes,zfflitions & remprations do vſually enſue ther. 
.vpon,that it would ſeeme to ſenſc and fleſhly reaſon, that miſe. 
rieand troubles werethe only rewards of piety and obedience, 
andnothingelſc performed tothemthat truſt in his word. Now 
there- 


———— - 
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therfore he ſheweth that a berter ſtate and condirion remainetls 
for them ; that their ſorrow ſhall be turned into ioy, and their 
mourning into gladnes,when the Lord ſhal deliver them from 
troubles,and fulfill all his promiſes. Which is illuftraced and 
further amplified by the contrarie caſe of the wicked : which 
howſocuer now they ſeeme to haue the preheminence, and are 
moſt likely to preuatle hereafter, ſhall yer be depriued of their 
ow proſperitie, and fruſtrated of all furure expeQation, 

is thenis the oppoſition: The hope ofthe righteous ſhall 


mary en bring them-gladnefſe: but the hope ofthe wic- 
ed.ſhall periſh, and ſo worke them ſorrow. 


Fx" Sg 
45” : 


The patient — which depend on God intheir Do#. x. 
afflitions, ſhall in due ſeaſon be deliucred fromthem, Vpon*Thcy hatin 


this ground an-exhortation is raiſed ifi another place of this 
booke. Let thy heart be in the fears of the Lord continuallie. For 
ſarely there is an end,and thy bope ſhalln#t be cnt off: Prou.2 3.17. 
18.Though troubles and ſorrowes are in appearance;perpetuall 
and cndles,yer they are bur temporary,and-come quickly toan 
end;though hope and poſhbilitie ofhelpe ſcemereadie conti- 
nually.to yanifh away, yet it neuer ceaſeth; nor is raken a- 
Way. 

Firft, there is nothing in all the world thatis more infalliblic 
aſſured of certaine ſuccefſe,then the hope of Chriſtians.It neuer 
miſſech of that which it aimeth ar, nor any time diſappointeth 
them that poſſefieit, Rom.$.5. For faith doth ſupport,and the 
truth and fidelicie of God himſelfe is the foundation of it, 

Secondly, that which is long delaied, and much waited for 


isthe more welcome, and acceptable, when ir is performed : Prou.13.1t. - 


ſo ſaith rhe holy Ghoſt, ' The hope that u deferred, is the fainting 


affi.Rion wan 
en God,ſhall 
timely ade 
calc, 
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of the beart : but \vhen deſire commeth, it is a tree of life. The ver- / 


' tveofitcureth all the former faimtings,and the delightfull rafe 
doth ſwallow yp all the ſerrowes. If /ſaac had been borne ro 
eAbrahem,or Iacob to [ſac the firſt yeere after they were ma- 
ried; their joy would haue been bat orginarie, wheteas the 
long barrennefſe made their births exceeding comfortable to 
them,asthe benefits were memorable to poſteritie. ' 

 Thizdlie, the delsy doth draw _ mgnieprayers to on 

an 


wi —— - - - 
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nad makech way to attention at-theminiflery.of the word, ir 
helpeth meditation;ir leadeth to faithſullcomfarcers, it furtbe» 
reth good c6ferences,irpruturethall goodexerciſes; Saltheſe 
good exerciſes procure” a.proportionablemeaſure of comfort. 

_ Fourchly,irgiuech men experienceofthetr faith, Be patience, 
and conflancy,which all declare &reflifie the ſoundnes and {1+ 
ccrity of the heart,yvhich isthe root of ſound & holy comfort. 

Fiktly,the longeritis beforeche Lord doth performe his pro- 
miles, the larger his mercies are when he dath beſtow his bleſ- 
fings;when he prolongeth his ſeeding;he prouidetha plemifull 
hacueſt; when hee doth nor preſently giuethe reward, he taketh 
time to tell our much, that his gifts may be the greater: 

” + *  Incouragement to patience: in-all diſtreſſes, let 'vs tarrie the 
1) Tords leaſure, and waityponhim; and he hath by word & wri- 
ting, by ſcale & oath, vndertzken to deliver vs out of them. Our 

Sauiour promiſeth,chatin y greatefitroubles,when they ſhould 

be moſt violently,& treacherouſly,and vanaturally perſecuted, 

not onely of forraine aduerſaries;butof theirdomeſticall fam?- 

liars,of their friends,of their kinſmien,of their brethren,of their 

owne parents;yct ot ene haire of their beads ſhinld periſs.. Their 

haires and heads might be cut off, and life might beraken away, 

| but notloſt:they ſhould not be yainly beſtowed, without good 

Wny ig9 fie in a holy cauſe. Onely hee admoniſheth ys, ropoſſeſſe onr 

| Janles in patience. If wekeepeall ſound withingeuety thing (hall 
be ſafe both within and without. And then wee begin-ro loſe 
our aduantage, when weleaue the poſſe{ſion of our clues; and 
the power of our ſoules through diflempers. 
|Reproofe ofthem that make more halle then good fpeed to 
ſhake off cheir croſſes. by corrupt courſes. They deptiue the 
Lord of that honor which they ſhould yeeldro him; inwaiting 
for hishelpe; and themſelues of that comfort which hee would 
baue yeelded to them; together with his helpe../Theivioy will 
_ wirher as corne that is cur downe before ic be tipe,and become 
Wporcpes 2s ay ao ejpes oy the mother myſtartieth, 

-». «c - - But the bope,&c:] Vagodly men beguile themſelues with a 

= ps. deceicfull lone Forthe ſame pointis ſhoze= 
ing 0 bg hap: ly afcer repeated againe inthe uext.chapter verſe 7. hens oy 


— 


\ 
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ed man dieth hishope periſheth.When good men enterypor-po! eine 
ſion of their happiceftate,the terme of ſinnersis our, & theit Wilclues,. 
leaſe determined,and growme our of date; 303-7 
| Firli,the Lord knoweth their purpoſes, defires,and expeRar Ragfart... 
fions, and will duely defeate themofthe ſame:#Plalma.6, 77 ©. 
-. Secondly,theirhope ariſeth not from faith,nor is grounded” 2 
on the promiſes of-rhe wefd, buron fruſe and fight of preſent 
proſperiric. | - 
Thitdly they hope for things which are altogether ihr 3 
bleto cometo paſſe. As firſt,to ſee theeverfion and overthrow 
of Gods people. As Micah bringeth chemin,both'yaunting of 
theirexpeRarion, and failing of their purpoſe.” Hany nations, + 
ſaith he co the Church,ore-gatberedagainſ#thee,ſaying, No ſhall 
Zion be condemned, and onr cie ſpall looks vpen Zion. Bui they 
haow not tbe thoughts of the Lord: they underftandnot his counſel; 
for be (ball gather them as the ſheanes inthe barne : Micah qun42. 
They hoped tharthe Saints ſhould.haue been cruſhed and de- 
Aroicd becauſe of their preciſencſſe, and poverty; but God had 
vppointed themſclues to be plagued, and threſhed, becauſe 
of their malice and wickednes.Secondly,thatGod ſhould faile 
ofhis iufliceanderuth inexecuting his threatnings denounced 
2gainfithem.For ſothe wicked illudethemfelues:Devt.2 9.19. 


Iſhathant peace; though I'valks afier the feubborunti ofarine owne ' 


bart:Whom the Lord therforeſaith expreſly,hewilnot be merci- 
fubonto;but his wrath & ielouſy ſbal ſmokg againſt them.Thicdly, 
10 takerheir fil of ſinful pleaſures bere,and to enioy alſofclicicy 
and _ inthe : fe ro come.Which'is no more peſlible for 
obcain;then was for the voluptuous rich man:Lok+:6.21. 
- »Confuration and-terrors for them that liue- ignorantly,and 7c, 
impiouſly,and yettrufto dic blefſedly,and obtainecuerlafting 
life. They haue no other evidence for ſafetic fromi/damnation, 
-bue their opinion that they have aftrong faith, andwhatſoever 
the preachers ſay,they regardir nor; they truſtthar:God will 
be more mercifull chen ſo;they- hope to beſautt] as wellas the 
 beftofthem all.;/Forſo their comparifonsrunordinaryChri- 
Niansare too baſe for themto compare with, they madkenntl, 
zethemmſclues with the chicſe me principal,” .:-.. bz 
| R 2 


_— 


_ (bqpae, 


/ Verſ.2p. The way of the Lord '« flirength to the upright man : 
" Gut feare ſhall be mol workers of enithe 
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| Y the way of the Lord,is meant the whole adminiftration, 
& Jboth of his word, whereby he maketh his will knowne,and 
| . . . 4 . 
of his ſpiric whereby hee giveth grice, and of his providence, 
by he proteeth his ſcruants, and performeth all good 


| this vnco them. By every one of theſe meanes,doth he efiab- 
liſh and confirme both the hearts and ſtates of ſuch as be faich- 
full. Butas for the wicked, howſoever he ſuffer them for a time 
= to proceedin their vngodly waies without any great croſles, 


yet at laſt he executeth ſuch iudgements vpon them, as the wy 
fight therofcauſeth them to quake and tremble.Thus flandeth- 
the oppoſicion;The way ofthe Lord is trengthto the vpright, 
| | for preſeruation,and therefore it worketh boldnes:but ic weak- 
| neth the wicked for deſtruQion,and therefore it bringeth feare.. 
| DoBi. 1. The way of the Lord, &c.)They thatare moſt godly,arcin beſt 
ſafetie. The point hath beenhandled inthe firſt verſe of the 
former chapter,concerning wiſedomes ſeauen pillers. 
| Df. 2. But feare,&c. They that be moſt hold and ventrous rofinne, 
They thar are ſhall be. moſt frighted with the puniſhments of it; In the-1 4. 
<> a wong Pſalme,the Prophet deſcribing the conceirs,conuerſation,and 
moſt terrified £®Ndition ofirreligious miſcreants, doth bring them in atthe 
arthe ſighcof firſt, ſaying,that there 150 God : and therefore they corruyt and do 
the puniſh. abominable workes-but afterwards declaring the event,heſhew- 
mcnt, eth that there they are taken with feare, and as the words are,they: 
| fearedwith feare, intimating the greatneflle of their dread and 
S terror: Pſalm.x4:5-' An example whereof we baue ſer downe + . 
before; namely, the foole-hardinefle,and cowardlinefle that 
was found in Beſhazzer, Dan.s. ' | 
Reaſon 1. Firſt, the great guiltinefle that is in-their conſciences doth 
| | diſmay their hearts, and daunt their courages. 
| 2:  Secondly,the Lord doth ſhewhimſelfe terrible in his iudge- 
ments,and they find & feele thatthey are nor able to land 24 
fore him. - And this their ſtate doth the Propher /ſa5es deſcribe, 
Chap. 33-14. The ſinners in Zion are aſfrard, feare SR ; 
| the 
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the bypocrites:who among v1 foal divell with the denouring firetwho . » 


among vs ſhall dwell with the enerlafling burning ? 
Thirdly, their fooliſh flatterie whereby they haue illaded 

themſelues,hath brought this miſery vpon them, For they pre- 

ſumed of peace & ſafety,and ſo their deſtruRtion commeth ſud- 

denly withour reſiſtance: 1,Theſ.5.3. And ſoitis ſaidin another 

place; They ſhal be takg with feare,wbere no feare war: that is, where 

was no ſuſpicion of feare,or likelihood of danger: Pal. 3.5, 
InflcuRion:to prevent ſinne by fearing the iudgemengs that he 1; 

will enſue ypon it: as /ob did,cuermore making this concluſion ' 7 * 

with his owne ſoule; that deſtruftion i certaine tothe wicked, and 

ſtrange puniſhments to the workers of iniquitie:lob 31.3, Second- 

ly, to prevent the puniſhmenes after that we have finned, by a 

holy voluntary feare and humiliation: 2.Cor.7.112, Thirdly,to 

confirme our ſelues in both theſe, by fearing and trembling ar 

the word of the Lord. The praQiſe whereof the Prophet He- 

bakkuk profefieth in himfelfe; hen [heard,my belly trembled,nmy + 

dips 7 6h 3 the voyce,rottenne(ſe extred.entred into my bones, and 

I rrembled in my ſelſe, that 1 might reſt in the day of trouble : for 

when be cometh vp vnto the prople be ſpalld:ſtroy them:Hab. 3.16. 


Verſ.z0. The righteous ſpall newer be remoned.: but the wicked 
foall notdvell in the earth. | 


He righteous ſhall nener be remoned. They ſhall never be re- 

; moued from Gods fauour; they ſhall neuer bee remqued * 
from the coaſtane graces of the Spirit in their ſoules; orhureful- 
ly, in the way of a curſe, from an outward good eftate; nor vn- 
ſcaſonably be cut off fromthe earth. Now becauſe ſome of theſe - . 
9s AI do ſceme ſometimes to fall ypon ſome righteous 
perſons,who for a ſeaſon be eclipſed of grace, 8 ſeparated from 
the fruition and comfortable fight of Gods kindneſſe, and fa- 
uour towardsthem;and their # wn in appearance is wholly ru- 
inated and ouerthrowne : therefore the word doth well beare 
it, agrecably tothe meaning of the holy Ghoſt, to ſay; that rhe - 
righteons ſhall not be remaned for ener, Though they ſecme to be + 
cat dowane ſora time, yet they ſhall be reftored againe after- 
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- - «wards. The contrarie is here afficmed-concertiing the cafe 'of 


Proverss' Obap.16. 


the wicked, who ſhall certainely fall valcfle.they repent * thiy 
' ſhall not continuein that eſtate wherein they are moſt groun- 


«ded; and hautgreatefi eſtabliſhment : rhey are ſofar from em. 


oyingeternall life in heauen,as thatthe vengeance of God will | 
"not permit them lang tokeep theirawne breath,orto hold rhe 
outward poſſeſſions of the'earch, The oppoſition therefortin 
eſfeR is this; The righteous ſhallnener be remoned,but haut an h1- 


- bitation fof ever in heaven; bur thewicked (ſhall be remoued, 


and not ſuffered ſo much as to dwell inthe earth:the ſenſc is the 
ſame with yerſe 25. - Wy ay has 
Ver. 31. The month of the righteous will bee fynitful in wiſe- 
dowe:butthe tongue of the vnrightears ſhall be eut out. | 
PHis verſcagreeth altogether in ſubance of matter wich 
the eleuenth; otiely the compariſon is alcered: for there the 
«tongue of 2 goed man for the copſtant lore of holy ſpeeches, 
was reſembled ro a plentiful fountaine ; and hereto a ſruicfull 
tree, or fertile field : andtherethe _— for leaud ſpeeches, 
was threatned to haue his mouth Roppel, and here to have his 
tongue cut outtthatis, the indgements of God ypon him for 
His-vngracious and curſcd ſpeakings, ſhall flrike him as mure 
and dumbe;,as if the tongue were cut out of his head, 


f Verſ. 32. The lips of the righteanshno\v what is acceptable: bus 
the month of the wicked ſpeaketh frovard things. 


THe meaning oftheſe words is,that a righteous man knows 

&. cth andregardeth whatis beſt pleaſing to God for himto 

ſpeake,and wharis moſt grateful to good men to heare,8 what 

oth deſerue acceptation at any mans hand for faithfulnes and 

truth; and therefore he will vſchis lips to veterit-: but the wice 

| kedneither knoweth nor regardeth theſe things; and therefore 

the vomiteth out onely peruerſe ſpeeches, ſuch asrendrorebel- 

lion againſt God, the damnifying of men, and the annoyance 
and hurcefhis owne ſells, f 


MO — 


| Verſor. ProvaRsBs; 

b-- A enifnld exmples at. ho! 

| th by manifold examples of: boly men in th 
God Whenthe Ephraimites were imbirtered againſt Gadean, 
2nd chid with him ſharepely; how eafily did he Rill them, aba- 

ting their ſpirits witha milde and modeſt anſwere? Iudges 8.2. 
When;Danid was in.agreatrage, comming. with a purpoſe to 
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 .-Thellpr-Jaixa point of godly wiſedome,forg mon to ſpeake Dot. 
e accepted for his beſt aduantage. -, Thisap» He ſpeakes 
Sgipiures wiſcly, whoſe 


words make 
moſt for his 


aduantage. 


defiroy Nabal and his whole family; how readily was Abigail 
mind infirued witlyvnderfianding, and her lips: prouided of | 


prudent ſpeeches, whereby ſhee preſently pacificd his diſplea- 


ſure? 1.Sam.25.23,24+ This skillalſo had Dasid himſclfro-win ' 
the hearts of his people, and3o hold them faftvoro@him bythe | 
wiſdome ofhiswords: yea by the force andefhieacythereofghe © < 


.made the heart of bloody Sawl bis crue!l and implacable. ene- 

mie for atime to-relent. Whar ſhall we ſay of Pawl,who knew 
What words would draw his mortall foes co-turae aſter afortto 
be his friends; his perſecuters tofpreſeruo him j-4be Priefis and 
Phariſes 40/ftand forthe defence vf the ApoRle of Chiit2-> 1: 


- FuRt, che word and Spirirof God doth informe hig ſervants p4gje x 


in this knowledge, and giue them diſcretion to-apply them. 
ſelves to the tare of the perſons ant! ſealon. Forthat: which the 
Prophec ſpeaketh of himlelfe, isia ſome degree-yerified of g. 


very other godly perſan, dn > of) ml pom ——_—_— 


'Tbe Lord bath giuen mea tongueof 
tommiſter a wordin time to bim that is weary: Ilagoigen. 1 
Secondly,the vſc and exerciſe of gtaciousandreligious fpe 
ches doth bring a dexteritiey to iudge what ismoſt meete ra be 
Jpoken,and to deliues the ſaine;in the apre(} manner: and ſo(#s 
trained ſouldiers) they are in a continuall readinege; vpon'duc 
occafion;to.deale with Godandall foresof peopleAnd there 
forc the Coloſſians arc exhorted bythe Apolileto the diligenc 
and conſtant vſe of the ſame; Let your ſpeech ba graciowalwaies, 


ard povdred with ſalt, that yg may know bow thanſwor exery man: - 


Col.4-6.- krod $3 03 9435512 972 yall) avant ils 
Confuratian of allpepiſh.praiers-whichare offered withour 


© 27 
any afſurance of acceprance;and conſequently it convinceth all "=P | 
pepilh perſons to be ynrighteous men, becauſe they know nor * 

SS whas-: 


7. awhatisacceptible: for ſo-much they plainely' declare;*when 
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they'pronounce they know not what in a firange Jafguage; 


+ whetithey call ypon the dexd; which heare chem nor achh;when | 
-_ _ they entertaine firange aduocates to yſurpe Chriſt his office; 


whenthey aske things needlefſe; as the ſaluation of ſuch as ate 
-aQually and abfolutely ſaued:when they aske things which are 
'booreleſſ;as the deliverance of ſuch agare irrecouerably dam- 
ned. And their beft epology for theſe things is; that if chey doe 
no good, they will doe no harme: whereby they makeprofeſſi- 
on, that they are yncertaine whether their praiers beelike to 
pleaſe God,or otherwiſe be yaine and idle. 2 
Reproofe,with terror forthem whoſe mouthes ſpeakefrow- 
ard things, which miy know that their words are gratefull to 
none but the diuell and damnable men,whowitcingly and wil- 
lingly,and ſpicefully with greedy defire, do belch our ſuch bie- 
'ter blaſphemies and other curſed ſpeeches, as may offend the 
.maiefly of God, 'and gtieuethe hearts ofHiis children 2 which 
they doe of putpoſe, to profeſſe that thieyare neither ſeruants 


\ tothe one; nor members ofthe other; but vowed enemies of 


'both: but doethey prouoke the Lord to wrath, and not them- 
ſeluesto the confuſion of their owne faces? do they aſſaulethe 
-glorious name of God and ſtrike at him-with their virulent and 
,yenomous torges; atid ſhall nothe ſet yponthem, and ou 
their ſoules und bodies with his grieuovs plagues and fearefu 

indgements?Euen this is a principal cauſe, rogerher with whor- 
dome, and other finnes of death, that caſtech ſo many into the 
-magiſtrates hand, and bringeth them to an ignominious end, 


For fickh, and robberies, for mutthers, and moſt helliſh and = | 


:bominablerreaſons. 
Conſolation to thern that order theirlips aright; they ſhoot 
-not at an yncertaine marke z they may as well knowhow they 
ſhall ſpeede,as how they ſpeake, though their counſels or / 
; : cgebukes benorſomerimes well taken of men; yetar 


allcimes they are pleafivg tothe Lord, who/"' + 5 


.wiltalſo requirethem with a glorious ©* '** 
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